
Messiah Lutheran Church – 1200 Waggoner Rd. Reynoldsburg, Ohio   43068 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 – The Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

 

Sunday, February 7, 2021- Sunday, February 14, 2021 

Sun.    10:00 Virtual Worship (Sanctuary) 
Tues.    7:00 Council Meeting (Virtual) 
Wed.    1:00 Pastor’s Class (Virtual) 

4:45 Takeout Meals 
            5:30 Whole Again Group (Nursery)  
            7:00 Adult Education (Virtual) 
Sun.    10:00 Virtual Worship (Sanctuary)  
             

This morning’s altar flowers 
are given to the glory of God 
and are presented by Kathy 
and Jim Orr in memory of 
Jim’s parents, Stewart and 
Jean Orr and in memory of 

Kathy’s parents, Jeanne and Joe Robbins. 
 

Please keep in your prayers... 

Rob and Kimberly Beery-Ryan, 
Meg Reidler, Susan 
Franklin,  Jennifer Solt, Ralph 
Portier, Ryan Thomas, Sandra 

Shell, all health care workers and first responders, 
Amanda Williams, Cindy Watkins, Jerry Amirault, 
Donna Henschen, Ron Rasey, Cindy Ibarra 
 

Pray for those in the military...MM Paul Newell 
(Navy), Andrew Bailey (Army), Nathan Moore 
(Navy), Dylan Thomas (Navy), Alexis Hlad (Air 
Force), Teddy Beggrow (Air Force) 

 

Altar Flower Sign-Up 

We hope you have been signing up for altar flowers.  
Simply go to https://bit.ly/messiahflowers21 and 
choose the date(s) you want and how you would like 
your flowers designated.  If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact the church or Sara 
Reidler.  We will be happy to help you.  We still ask 
you to mail in your payment of $20 for each 
arrangement you order and $15 for the Eternal 
Candle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021-22 Enrollment Information  

Messiah Christian School is proud to serve 
Reynoldsburg and our neighboring communities.   
 Our doors re-opened in September 2020 and we 

are safely educating our early learners while 
protecting the health and happiness of all those 

associated with our school.      
We offer a variety of classes for three, four, five 

and kindergarten age children.   
Our classes lovingly support the spiritual, social, 

emotional, physical and cognitive development of 
our children while laying the foundation for a 

lifelong appreciation of education and learning.  
 

Enrollment packets may be printed from our 
website and are also available in the welcome 

center.     
All classes are filled on a first come, first served 

basis. 
Church members will receive a 5% percent 

discount off tuition rates and are welcome to 
enroll now.   

 
Please find us on the web at 

www.messiahchristianschool.org, call the school 
office at 614-864-3506  

or email lpowers@messiahchristianschool.org to 
receive further information.  

 
Come Learn, Explore, Grow and Love With Us! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/messiahflowers21
http://www.messiahchristianschool.org/
mailto:lpowers@messiahchristianschool.org


 

Our Wednesday night community take-out dinners 

continue this week.  Please drive through and pick up 

your delicious meal.  Chef and crew are serving 

chicken and noodles. 

Do you have a neighbor who might enjoy a meal?  

We are happy to deliver to them.   We serve from 

4:45 until 6:15pm.  Want to volunteer to help? Please 

contact Chef Marty or Suzanne Schmandt. 

 

The Pastor’s class continues this Wednesday, January 

27 at 1:00 p.m. on Facebook Live. 

 

 
 

The week concludes our Wednesday Night Adult 

classes on Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith. You may see 

it live on Facebook.  For a Zoom invitation please 

email Pastor Karl at pastorkarl@messiahlutheran.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each February we celebrate Black History Month.  Be 

watching for interesting articles each week from Erni 

Orso.  The first one can be found on the following 

page.  We thank Erni for submitting these articles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event turned out to be a big success. It was quite 

a bit larger than last year. 
 

TOTALS: 

35 patrons 
 

Total all materials: 2040 pounds 

Total eligible fundraising materials: 1273 pounds 

Total RenTek donation to organization: $ 101.84 
 

With the amount of materials collected, we will be 

able to teach over 51 hours of job skills to the men 

and women in our training programs. 
 

Respectfully, 

 

Dan Hurst 

RenTek 

614.223.1530 

www.RenTek.net 

 

Congratulations to Andrew and Rebecca Boring on 

the birth of their twins on Monday, January 25, 2021.  

 

Skylar Elizabeth and Korbin Kendall join Dad, Mom 

and big sister Lexi.  

Joseph's Coat needs your help! 

There are many families in our community struggling 

with meeting their basic needs. We have an 

urgent need for gently used dressers, mattresses, box 

springs and metal frames; tables and chairs, sofas, 

chairs and microwaves. We do not have sufficient 

inventory to meet the requests we have received and 

the demand is growing.  If you have gently used 

furniture items you'd like to donate, please:   

Visit our website at josephs-coat.org.  Click on 

How to Help, then Donate Items. Scroll down to 

the bottom of the page & fill in the furniture form 

& click "Submit". A volunteer will contact you!   

We offer free pick-up of basic furniture, if you are 

within our designated pickup area!  

 

mailto:pastorkarl@messiahlutheran.net
http://www.rentek.net/
http://josephs-coat.org/


 

The Story of Follow the Drinking Gourd 
 

The Underground Railroad meant freedom for many in the years before Emancipation, and it had a map. That map is 
a song called “Follow the Drinking Gourd.” 

“Follow the Drinking Gourd” was supposedly used by “engineers” in the Underground Railroad to direct slaves to 

freedom. There are questions about its authenticity, but if accurate, “Drinking Gourd” describes a trail from Mobile, 
Alabama to Paducah, Kentucky. From Paducah, slaves could cross the Ohio River to the free states. 

The unnamed hero of “Follow the Drinking Gourd” is an “old man,” sometimes known as Peg Leg Joe, who would 

“carry you to freedom.” In this case, the drinking gourd is a euphemism for the Big Dipper. Facing the Big Dipper, 

the viewer would see the North Star. The song is telling the listener to head North to freedom. Pretty vague, but 

it gets far more detailed as the verses go on. 
The song further describes the road to freedom. The song says that the trail is marked with Peg Leg Joe’s symbol: A 

left foot and peg foot carved into the trees along the river, believed to be the Tombigbee River. The “dead trees” and 

“quail call” in the song imply that the trip should take place in the Winter or early Spring. The diminished foliage 

would make noting the trail marks easier. 
Once at the headwaters of the Tombigbee, the song describes Woodall Mountain, MS, with the Tennessee River 

nearby. From there, slaves would cross and follow the Tennessee River North. The left foot, peg foot mark on trees 

would continue to lead them to Paducah and the Ohio. Presumably, the mark would note safe houses along the way. 

                                                             

 

Lyrics to Follow the Drinking Gourd 

 
When the sun goes back 

and the first quail calls 

Follow the drinking gourd. 

The old man is a-waitin’ for 

to carry you to freedom 
Follow the drinking gourd. 

Chorus 

Follow the drinking gourd, 

follow the drinking gourd 

For the old man is a-waitin’ 

to carry you to freedom 
Follow the drinking gourd. 

 

The river bed makes a mighty fine road, 

Dead trees to show you the way 

And it’s left foot, peg foot, traveling on 

Follow the drinking gourd. 

 
The river ends between two hills 

Follow the drinking gourd 

There’s another river on the other side 

Follow the drinking gourd. 

 
I thought I heard the angels say 

Follow the drinking gourd 

The stars in the heavens 

gonna show you the way 
Follow the drinking gourd. 

 

http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk/gourd2.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombigbee_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodall_Mountain


An update from the Book Family 

Greetings people of Messiah! 

I still reminisce quite often about the wonderful five years at Messiah that began my ordained ministry.  My 

time at Messiah shaped me in ways that continue to benefit my ministry and the people I serve.  Pastor Karl 

continues to keep me updated on the latest at Messiah.  Our family has once again made a long-distance 

move.  After six years serving St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Chester Springs, PA, I accepted the call to 

serve as Associate Pastor at Desert Cross Lutheran Church in Tempe and Gilbert, Arizona at the beginning 

of this year.  Desert Cross is unique (at least in the Lutheran church) because it worships at two campuses 

since they started a mission site in Gilbert in 2008.  When we return to in person worship, I will lead the 

Gilbert campus while also partnering with the Tempe campus.  It is because of the wonderful partnership 

with Pastor Karl during my time at Messiah (in spite of his Vikings fandom) that I am excited about once 

again serving in team ministry at my new call in Arizona.    

Our family grew again in 2020 as we welcomed our second son, Everett Allen, into the world on July 2nd.  He 

is well on his way to becoming a basketball player as he continues to measure off the charts for height.  Our 

four-year-old Lincoln is excited to learn more about cacti, eat tacos on a daily basis and meet new friends. 

Laura worked as a nanny during our time in Pennsylvania and was a wonderful gift in helping lead our live 

streams for worship throughout the pandemic.  She currently has her arms full of toys and boys as she 

organizes our new home.  

Through the wonders of social media, we have enjoyed seeing your families and hope you have been able to 

see pictures of ours.  If you would like to keep in touch through snail mail, we always love to hear from our 

Messiah family.  Our new address is: 

  19261 S. 187th Way 

Queen Creek, AZ 85142.    

Peace to you all, 

 

Pastor Thadd, Laura, Lincoln and Everett  

 


