
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indoor Worship and 

Activities 

Best Practices and Procedures 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Visiting Messiah Lutheran 
 
 

• tested positive for COVID-19 

o Please do not visit the church for 14 days following the resolution of 

your symptoms 

• are feeling ill, have compromised immune systems or are at high risk  

• have a fever at 99.8°F or above 

• have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 

or displayed symptoms of COVID-19 

o Please do not visit the church for 14 days following the exposure 

 

According to the CDC, the risk of severe 

illness from COVID-19 increases with age1.  

In addition, those who suffer from kidney 

disease, COPD, heart disease, Sickle cell 

disease or diabetes, are at increased risk of 

severe illness from COVID-192. Therefore, 

we strongly recommend you do not visit 

the church and continue to join our online 

worship via our Facebook page. 

 
1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html 
2 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


 

 

 

 

To maintain safety guidelines and protect our congregation, when we begin 

indoor worship, we will be taking reservations for the first few weeks.  We will 

announce a simple procedure to reserve a space in worship at that time. Initially, 

available seating is limited to what we can safely allow into the sanctuary, while 

maintaining social distancing. If you or someone with you requires special needs, 

such as ADA, please let us know so we can ensure the proper accommodations 

are made as necessary. The reservation process will be temporary as we gain a 

better understanding of expected participation.   

 

We will be requiring all visitors to wear a 

mask at all times, so if you do not have a 

mask, please refer to the mask 

recommendations webpage from the CDC.   

 

 

The doors will open 15 minutes prior to 

the start of each worship service. As you 

arrive at Messiah Lutheran please practice 

social distancing in the parking lot as you 

make your way to the front doors.   

 

 

We are doing everything we can to ensure the safety of our congregation during 

these difficult times; however, we cannot guarantee that no one will be infected 

with COVID-19 while attending our services. Please keep in mind that recent 

studies have determined that worship services are one of the highest risk 

activities in regard to contracting COVID-19. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html


 

 

 

What to Expect for Indoor Worship Service 

 

 

• When entering the Church, or waiting 

to enter, please maintain the 

recommended social distancing of at 

least 6 feet 

• There will be a designated entrance and 

exit leading into our “Welcome Center” 

• Please utilize the hand sanitizer station 

upon entry 

o Based on CDC recommendations 

we ask that you do not wear 

gloves as hand sanitizer will be 

ineffective. 

• A greeter will ask you some very basic 

questions to ensure your safety and others 

o Do you have a temperature of 99.8°F 

or above? 

o In the past 14 days, have you been in 

contact with anyone that has tested 

positive for COVID-19 or displayed 

symptoms of COVID-19? 

o In the past 14 days, have you 

experienced COVID-19 symptoms or 

tested positive for COVID-19? 

• A scribe will be logging all visitors who enter 

Messiah Lutheran Church to aid in contact 

tracing in the event someone, who has 

worshiped with us, tests positive for COVID-19  

 



 

 

 

 

 

• An usher will escort you, your family, 

or guests to your seat for the 

worship service 

o Those who live in the same 

household are welcome to sit 

together 

o We ask that you remain 

seated in your assigned area 

and refrain from moving or 

leaving until advised to do so 

by an usher or worship service 

leader 

• Seating will be spaced appropriately to maintain social distancing 

 

 

There will not be any bulletins or hymnals in the pews during the service.  The 

worship service will be projected on the screen to provide any needed guidance, 

lyrics, or announcements during the service.   

 

 

We understand that music and liturgy is an important part of 

the worship service; however, recent studies have identified 

additional risks to group singing and speaking. Participating in 

singing as a congregation, even while wearing masks and 

adhering to social distancing, is a high-risk behavior.  

Therefore, the congregation will refrain from any singing or 

speaking in accordance to the recommendations of the ELCA 

and CDC. 

Bulletins and Hymnals 



 

 

 

 

 

 

For the safety of our staff and congregation 

we will not be collecting offering in the 

traditional “passing” of the offering plate.  

Instead, there will be an offering plate at the 

entrance in the narthex for those who wish 

to leave an offering or gift.   

 

 

 

 

We will be providing communion during 

our worship service to those who feel 

comfortable.  There are additional risks 

involved in participating in communion; 

therefore, we encourage persons of higher 

risk or those who are uncomfortable to 

acknowledge the presence of Jesus in the 

bread and wine without partaking.  For 

those who wish to receive the sacrament, 

assistants will move through the sanctuary 

to provide a cup for wine and a wafer.  

There will be an assistant following with a 

basket to dispose of the used cup.  The 

communion preparation and offering will 

be under the direct supervision of a 

medical professional. 



 

 

 

 

 

• If you must exit the sanctuary after 

being seated, please exit to the closest 

aisle and an usher will assist you 

• When worship concludes please 

remain seated until an usher or 

worship leader dismisses you to exit 

the sanctuary 

• Once you exit the sanctuary, we ask 

you please continue exiting to the 

parking lot and refrain from 

congregating in the welcome center. 

 

 

The sanctuary will be disinfected by our cleaning staff between services. We will 

have staff available to disinfect commonly used areas, such as doors, stair rails 

and restrooms during the service.  The 

cleaning and disinfecting will be under the 

supervision of a medical professional. 

 

 

The Sanctuary and the Welcome Center will 

be open during worship; however, the rest 

of the church will be restricted.  The public 

restrooms will be accessible; however, we 

ask that visitors refrain from using the 

restroom if possible.  Staff will be available 

to disinfect the restroom after each use.  



 

 

 

 

 

Much of the church will be restricted access to 

maintain the safety of our visitors and staff.  The 

office area will remain restricted to church staff 

only.  Fritz hall and the Fellowship Hall will remain 

closed at this time. We will continue to evaluate 

when it will be safe to open additional areas of our 

church.  

 

 

It has been difficult during this time not having 

opportunities to meet and enjoy each other’s 

company.  Unfortunately, we will need to refrain 

from congregating and continue to limit our 

interaction with one another, as we still do not 

want to engage in activities that would increase 

risk to others.  As a result, there will not be any 

refreshments offered prior to the service and we 

will refrain from any gatherings or interaction at 

the conclusion of the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Given the strict guidelines and safety procedures, 

children will need to stay with their parents during 

the indoor worship service.  Unfortunately, we will 

not be able to offer a staffed nursery or Sunday 

school at this time. The children activity bags have 

also been removed from the Narthex for everyone’s 

safety. Each week we will provide online printouts for 

the activity bags, encouraging parents to bring a bag 

for their child from home. We hope to welcome a Children’s 

Minister to our staff soon, who will find safe activities at home 

and at church during this pandemic that will help our children 

grow in Christ.  

 

 

 

Our youth group continues to remain active and has 

recently resumed meeting in-person for outdoor 

activities. Updates on youth group activities and 

meetings can be found on our church website and 

Facebook page.  If you are interested in connecting 

with our youth group please contact our youth 

leader Adam Schlett at aschlett001@gmail.com.  
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As we begin to open the church for in-

person worship we will continue to offer 

the virtual worship service. You can join 

our worship service at 11:00 AM through 

our Facebook page.  There will be a 

moderator, so all attending can interact 

and share prayers and joys during the 

service.  We will also continue to make 

the service available on our YouTube 

channel once the service is completed.  

 

 

We will continue to offer Outdoor Worship on Sunday mornings through Labor 

Day at 9:00 AM, in the shelter next to the parking lot.  The Outdoor Worship 

service time may change when indoor worship begins.  The outdoor service will 

allow you to participate from your vehicle, sitting outside your vehicle, or sitting 

near the shelter, while maintaining social distancing.  An FM transmitter will be 

used during the service for those 

who wish to listen to the service 

from inside their vehicle.  

Communion will be offered 

during the service; however, you 

will need to bring your own cup 

to receive the wine. Please refer 

to our website and Facebook 

page for updates on our outdoor 

services. 


