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II Corinthians 9:6-8 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
7
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
Trust abundance. This was a mantra that my friends the Rev. Sue Ellen
Miller and Executive Director Margaret Messick said to me constantly as we
were launching HEART Food Pantry, then trying to find enough resources to keep it open.
Together, we decided early on that if God wanted this pantry in Reynoldsburg, God would bless
it. We fought urges to give people less food or allow less people to shop in order to make sure
we would have enough food. Trust abundance. We shared stories to encourage one another of
people who brought in a carload of food just when we needed it. We were heartened by our
clients who chose to receive only half as much they were able to receive in order to leave some
for others worse off. Trust abundance.
Honestly, it is fun to be generous. To rake the leaves at your neighbor’s house unexpectedly. To
add ten dollars to a tip, after you already figured out what 20% would be. To send a card to a
high school youth from church telling them how excited you were to read their name in the
paper. See the world with God’s eyes, abundant in resources, in love, in wealth, in food, in time.
There is enough for all of us, if all of us were generous with what we have or can do without fear
of running out. Trust abundance. Then find joy as you see what you have shared makes life
easier and better for your neighbor.
Trust abundance. This is my counsel for all of you as you decide what amount of financial
wealth that you can promise in 2020 to give to the church. Set a goal that makes you smile. Then
trust God will make it happen if God needs it to happen. Then enjoy the joy of joyfully giving. It
is fun to be generous. If we look at our life as a leaky ship that is constantly about to go under,
that is likely how it will feel...and that’s no fun. If instead, we live aware how blessed we are and
thankful for those blessings, it will be hard not to smile every day. You are blessed. Share those
blessings.
February 2 we are asking our members to bring in their financial commitment cards for the year.
The amount written on those cards is not important. We all have different abilities in how much
we can give. What is important is that it is an amount that will put a smile on your face! Make it
an amount that you are excited to share weekly or monthly so that God’s work gets done here.
Make it amount that you will notice as you write the check or set up the online withdrawal. The
rest is easy and fun. Trust abundance.
Peace,
Pastor Karl
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Transfiguration
Sunday
Be sure to worship with us on
Transfiguration Sunday, February 23,
2020. This festival day marks the ending of
Epiphany and our entrance into the season of
Lent. At Messiah we have the powerful and
meaningful ritual, the burying of the
Alleluias, to emphasize this transition. Plus,
on this Sunday, we are welcoming Southern
Ohio Synod Bishop Suzanne Dillahunt to lead us in worship. It will be a good and satisfying
morning of worship.

Ash Wednesday this year falls on February 26. We
worship at 7:30 PM that evening. On Ash Wednesday we
remember our own mortality while celebrating our reliance
on God. We do this with an ancient and powerful ritual. The
leaves of the palm branches from Palm Sunday last year are
burned, oil added, then with a thumb and the words,
Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return, each of
us is marked by God with the cross of Christ. The ritual
reminds us that the one and only thing any of us can count
on is God’s love. Come to worship but make a night of it.
Dinner is at 5:30 PM, Chef Marty will have something
great. Enjoy adult education at 6:30 PM, taught by
Pastor Tim Kuenzli. Then gather in the sanctuary at 7:30 PM, as Lent begins with our Ash
Wednesday worship.

Prayer - is it making deals with God or
something else? Right, it must be something
else!
Want some experience and practice with a different way of
praying? "Contemplative Prayer" has been a practice of
faithful Christians for centuries, but isn't something most of us
Lutherans are all that familiar with. I participated in a spiritual formation program 20 years ago
that introduced me to a practice that included listening and silence as a way to communicate with
God. It has been life-giving and revealing over the years, and whenever I've shared it with
people in the congregations I've served, they have been appreciative. Maybe we can learn
together!
Come, listen, consider and practice a different way of praying - you might discover some
newness and depth you didn't know was available.
Pastor Tim
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Lectors
Feb. 2
8:00 Debbie Glass
9:30 Hollye Burgess
11:00 Rita Jones
Feb. 9
8:00 Debbie Glass
9:30 Tuggle Lindsey
11:00 Nancy Becker
Feb. 16
8:00 Cheryl Kelly
9:30 Susan Vukovich
11:00 Julie Darling
Feb. 23
8:00 Kim Harris
9:30 Lindora Diawara
11:00 Julie Darling
Acolytes
Feb. 2
8:00
11:00 Keegan Hanf
Feb. 9
8:00 Addison Brown
11:00
Feb. 16
8:00
11:00 Abby Canan
Feb. 23
8:00
11:00 Aubrey Yekisa
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Communion Assistants
Feb. 2
8:00 Roberta Hammond, Barb
Formentelli, Cheryl Kelly
9:30 Lisa and Ernie
Underwood, Paula and Kacy
Tandy, Hollye Burgess, Hannah
Lindsey
11:00 Linda Sauter, Carol
Keiber, Elaine Malzahn
Feb. 9
8:00 Caryl Barrett, Debbie
Glass, Suzanne Schmandt
9:30 Eric and Vicki Morris,
Stacy and Skyler Hogan, Abbey
and Adam Schlett
11:00 Sara Reidler, Melissa
Davidson, Jim Henschen
Feb. 16
8:00 Barb Formentelli, Glenn
and Kim Harris
9:30 Tuggle Lindsey, Patsy
and Laric O’Dell, Melissa
Stonerook, Yogie Jeffy, Lori
Gulling
11:00 Jim Keeny, Mike Grimm,
Phyllis Sneed
Feb. 23
8:00 Cheryl Kelly, Virginia
Finney, Caryl Barrett
9:30 Amy Canan, Dan and
Theresa Newell, Cris Greene,
Stacey and Josh Bergstrom
11:00 Richard Hansgen, Lloyd
Porter, Sue Jamison
February Altar Guild
Diane Davis, Sally and Liz
Wallace

Traditional Ushers
8:00 The Long Team
11:00 The Grimm Team
Contemporary Ushers
Howard Jones and Alexander
Jeffy
Sound System (8:00)
Feb. 2
Mike Sneed
Feb. 9
Andy Moore
Feb. 16 Bryan Kuhn
Feb. 23 Randy Wilson
Sound System (11:00)
Feb. 2
Gary Schmandt
Feb. 9
Gary Schmandt
Feb. 16
Gary Schmandt
Feb. 23
Gary Schmandt

Nursery Nanny
Amy Canan, Tina Kerr,
Sarah Kerr
Eternal Candle
Linda Thompson
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Date
February 2
February 9

February 2020

8:00
Denise Solt and Biruta
Buckenberger
Robin and Reggie
Howorka

9:30
Shirley Clark
Chuck and Marie
Cochran

February 16
Barb Formentelli
February 23
Tom and Clara Jones

Date

Dean and Jane Fogt
Tim and Sherri
Houghton

8:00

9:30

11:00
Ellie and Charlie Lepley
Elaine Malzahn
Angela and Keith
Marshall
Nora O’Reilly

11:00

February 2

Viola Shemas

Beth Carmean

Pat Speakman

February 9

Robin Howorka

Cindy Morris

Phyllis Lumpkin

February 16

Clara Jones

Amy Yekisa

Caryl Barrett

February 23

Biruta Buckenberger

Marie Cochran

Debbie Glass

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 2, 2020. Many
families right here in our community struggle with hunger every
day. We need YOU to make Super Bowl Sunday souper! We
will split the amount we get that day between LSS and HEART
Food Pantries. Whether you are a Kansas City Chief or San
Francisco 49 fan, winning the game against hunger is the most important game of all!

The Messiah Messenger

February 2020

2020-21 Enrollment Information
Messiah Christian School is proud to serve Reynoldsburg and our neighboring
communities.
We offer a variety of classes for toilet trained three, four, five and kindergarten
age children.
Our classes lovingly support the spiritual, social, emotional, physical and cognitive
development of our children while laying the foundation for a lifelong appreciation
of education and learning.
Enrollment for church members begins on Monday, February 3, 2020.
Church members will receive a five percent discount off tuition rates.
Enrollment packets are available in the school office and on our website.
All classes are filled on a first come, first served basis.
Those families interested in our full-day Kindergarten program are welcome to join
us for
Kindergarten Information Night on January 28th at 7 p.m. in our Kindergarten
room.
Please find us on the web at www.messiahchristianschool.org or call the school
office at 614-864-3506
to arrange for a tour or receive further information.
Come Learn, Explore, Grow and Love With Us!
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We are celebrating Scout Sunday on February 9th during the 9:30 service. We would like to
recognize the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and have ordered special Scout Sunday badges for the
children. Please email Betsy Barkalow, betsy.barkalow.cm@gmail.com with photos for a
slideshow.
We look forward to celebrating the good gift of Scouts. Invite your friends to come too!

The Reynoldsburg Community Association will hold their annual Valentines All You
Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday February 15th, 2020, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the
Fellowship Hall of Messiah Lutheran Church 1200 S. Waggoner Road. Reynoldsburg, Ohio.
43068. Homemade Food, Fun and Fellowship will be provided.
The Spaghetti Dinner is a major fundraising event for the Reynoldsburg Community
Association with monies raised from the event going towards the Fourth of July Parade,
Community Halloween Party, Christmas on the Towne and other free community events that
benefit the citizens of our community.
Tickets can be purchased presale by contacting Chuck Cochran at 580-7218 or at the door
on the evening of the event. Tickets are $8.00 for adults; $5.00 and Children 6-12 and Free for
Children under the age of 5.
Thank you,
Chuck Cochran
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Our Medical Equipment/Supplies (i.e., walkers canes, potty chairs, etc.) are now combined with
the Outreach Ministry at Peace United Methodist Church on Diley Road. If you have items such
as these to donate or if you need any of them, please do not hesitate to call Linda at 614-8374568. Peace UMC will pick up items and deliver them as well. All items are cleaned, sanitized
and checked for safety before being available for use.

SUPPORT Mid-Ohio Market at
HEART
During the Month of February
We will be collecting personal care items during the
month of February.
Needed Items:
shampoo & conditioner
deodorant
bath and hand soap
toothpaste & toothbrushes

toilet paper
body lotion & cream
baby powder

The HEART donation box is located in the Welcome Center.
Contact Karen Leidel at 614-755-5828 if you are interested in helping to deliver
weekly donations to HEART.

2018 Giving Statements were mailed last week.
If you did not receive yours please contact the church office.
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February Devotions – Deacon Nick Bates, director of the Hunger Network of Ohio and synod
liaison for advocacy and public policy.

February 2020 -- Council Devotions
Luke 1:46 - 56
Where do we sit?
Are we the hungry who will be fed or the rich who will be sent away empty? Are we the
proud who will be scattered, or the humble who will be lifted up? Are we sitting on our
own earthly thrones of privilege or are we humbled in front of God’s throne to wash our
neighbor’s feet?
God is on the side of the oppressed and marginalized. Are we sitting with those who are
to be vindicated in God’s justice or are we sitting on thrones of power and privilege?
February is set aside as black history month in the United States. For more than 400
years, our country (and colonies) have sold Africans into slavery and discriminated
against their children. Even today, African Americans are more likely to experience
poverty, housing and employment discrimination, and shorter lives than Americans of
European descent.
We are broken as a community because of our nation’s sin of racism.
Mary’s song and the prophets of the Hebrew scripture are not announcing God’s desire
for division between winners and losers. The division between black and white, male and
female, rich and poor, native born and immigrant exist already in our community and
lead to the oppression and marginalization of our neighbor. God’s desire for humanity
cannot be achieved until the oppression ends. Our communities are wounded.
Healing the wound and division of racism is hard because it requires us to acknowledge
that privilege has been unjustly awarded (and that many of us have it). The waters of our
baptism have thrown us from the thrones of power and privilege and into the streets –
filled with the Holy Spirit – to stand, kneel, sit, pray, march, and speak with our
neighbors to heal the deep wounds. To seek forgiveness. To seek reconciliation. To seek
God’s Kingdom where all will be fed and treated as a creature made in God’s Divine
Image.
Discussion Questions:
How will your congregation be honoring (or has honored) the struggle and contributions
of African Americans in our nation?
How are we called as Synod to step down from our thrones of power and be in
relationship with our neighbors who are oppressed?
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"Quilters With Joyful Hearts" Accomplishments for 2019
294 Chemo Hats - Columbus Oncology & Children's Hospital
17 Shut-In Easter Bags
26 Quilts - Children's Hospital & Franklin County Children's
Services
83 Pillow Cases - Ronald McDonald House
81 Scarves - First English
20 Shut-In Christmas Gift Bags
"Quilters With Joyful Hearts" Goals for 2020
We will continue to support Children's Hospital, Ronald McDonald House, and
Children's Services this coming year as we have in previous years. This coming year
we will provide Scarves to Choices. We will also gather fabric to make receiving
blankets for Newborns at the Lutheran Hospital in Liberia. In conjunction with Rally
Day we will hold our annual Quilt Raffle as our only Fund Raiser for the year to
support financial needs of the Quilt Group.
The Quilters are planning an April retreat at the Sanctum Inn in Amish Country
(Berlin) for an outing, eight ladies are already scheduled to go - all slots are filled.
In November 2019 we had seven ladies adventure to the Sanctum Inn for our first
retreat at this location - it was a real success.
Thank you for your continued support.
God's Blessings to you for a great upcoming year.
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Meet our new LIC Student….
Jennie is a student at Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University in the Master of Divinity
program. She is originally from Marysville, Ohio, where she is a part of Trinity Lutheran
Church. She graduated from Capital University in 2018 with a Bachelor's of Arts in
Mathematics and Biology. She has spent the summers of 2017-2019 and the year after
graduating Capital working with LOMO. She loves reading and listening to podcasts and music.
Jennie is excited to be a part of Messiah and the community!
Jennie White
Trinity Lutheran Seminary
Master of Divinity

Do you love reading? Do you love working with children? If so, please consider volunteering to
be a buddy for Messiah Lutheran’s Reading Buddy Program! The kindergartners and their
buddies (you!) will meet once a month for 20-30 minutes as you read together and allow the
students to practice their newfound skill! Please contact Betsy Barkalow to follow up and find
out what Thursdays the program is meeting each month. Betsy.barkalow.com@gmail.com.
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