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This is the month of thanksgiving. And it is with thanksgiving that I reflect on my 

time with Messiah. I am grateful for this loving community that has welcomed and 

shared ministry with me. I am grateful for how we’ve grown together. Fresh out of 

seminary, I distinctly remember the feeling I had as our preschool students walked 

through the hallway calling me “Pastor” and the dismay I felt. Me? A pastor? 

Now, it is old news. Messiah is where I grew into this surprising calling that God 

has lead me to. Thank you. 
 

We have done so much good work together; from beautiful forms of worship to 

acts of service. Messiah is reaching out to its neighborhood and welcoming people 

to Messiah Night. Messiah is a leader in serving others through meals and support 

of ministries like HEART Food Pantry. Messiah is starting small groups and 

building stronger bonds of fellowship. Messiah is challenging itself to be more 

inclusive, more welcoming and to be transformed in the process. And Messiah has 

an amazing group of young people and their leaders who are consistently 

demonstrating the beauty and strength of the community of Christ. 

(Seriously...want to understand the Kingdom of God? Go talk to our youth!)  
 

The work continues. The ways in which God will change and transform Messiah 

will continue. I am so grateful that I was able to get a taste of it, and I look forward 

to hearing what God will do in Messiah’s future. Because near or far, we are the 

body of Christ, and together, we praise God, giving thanks for the ministry ahead.   
 

Peace and love to you all, 

Pastor Liz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Capital Fund 
Council at their October meeting voted to create a Capital Fund. It is hoped that this new fund 

will prepare us for the next large expenses that Messiah encounters in keeping our aging building 

in good repair. Council already directed some money to be put into the fund, the surplus from the 

Capital Campaign and some General Memorial money. Plus, see the article below, several of our 

families directed their loved one’s memorial money to be given to the fund. This means that the 

fund begins life with approximately $18,900. Some distinctive characteristics of the fund are as 

follows. 

 Money would be contributed to the fund faithfully from our weekly offerings. Members 

would be able to give to the fund directly if they chose, but they would not be encouraged 

to do so. Instead, Council would allocate annual amounts from our Operation Fund to our 

Capital Fund. There was a concern from council that people would give less to the 

Building and Operations Fund in order to contribute to the Capital Fund. Such a decision 

by members would not be good for the ministries at Messiah.  

o If people gave money in the future to the Capital Campaign, this money would go 

to the Capital Fund. 

o Money given to the Building Fund would continue to go to paying our mortgage 

on the new church.  

 The Capital Fund would be capped at $50,000. If the fund exceeded this amount, council 

would no longer add money from Operations until the money was spent down below it. 

Council did not believe it was faithful to have hundreds of thousands of dollars sitting 

and not doing ministry now in the world. $50,000 would allow us to handle most large 

projects. For those larger, we could find money in our operations fund or through other 

means.  

 There would be a strict process to access money in the capital fund. This is to assure that 

council or committee leaders are not tempted in the future to use the money in the fund 

for unintended needs. 

o The cost of the project in question must be greater than $2000. 

o The Property Chair must approve of the spending and submit multiple bids for the 

project. Council must give the final approval of the project with a favorable vote.  

o Disclosure to the congregation through Council minutes, newsletter and or other 

means will insure transparency of use of the fund. 

Memorial Gifts to Messiah 
Often as part of a celebration of a life lived in Christ, cash gifts will be given in the name of the 

deceased. Many families designate these gifts go to Messiah, the church their loved one lived out 

their faith life. Messiah is always honored when we are chosen to receive these gifts. After a time 

of grief, the pastor at Messiah will initiate a conversation with the family. Together they will 

determine what work of ministry can be accomplished with the memorial gift given in honor of 

their loved one. We encourage all of our members to talk to your family about the possible good 

uses of money that might be given in your name at your funeral celebration.   

Recently, we had a number of families designate their loved ones Memorial Gifts. We are 

thankful for their careful discernment, just as we celebrated the faithfulness and good work of 

their loved one who passed. Below is the memorial designation for each Saint of the church.  



 

 

 $1,355 was given by the family of Keith Rinehart towards our Capital Fund.  

 $895 was given by the family of Marilyn Potter towards our Capital Fund.    

 $1,000 was given by the family of Geoff Campbell towards our Capital Fund. 

 $500 was given by the family of Pastor Don and Mary Lou Fritz towards the Senior 

Luncheon, and $1,795 was given to the Capital Fund. 

 $2,238 was given by the family of Jeff Rabe towards the Capital Fund.  

Good bye friend 
As a congregation, we grieve the loss of Pastor Liz to our ministry and life together. As Pastor 

Liz’s colleague and friend, I grieve her loss personally. I have relied on her advice, her 

encouragement, her intellectual acuity, her stimulating sermons, her teaching insights.  

Because of Pastor Liz, I am more thoughtful about gender issues and language. I am more aware 

of social injustice that surrounds us. I am more passionate about inviting our neighbors, all of 

them, to our life together. She has helped me be in relationship better with our staff. She 

encouraged me to take a breath when I was mad. She helped others hear me better when I was 

flustered with sentences that began, “What I believe Pastor Karl is trying to say…” She has said 

plainly to me, “I don’t think that is a good idea.” or “I don’t think that is the way you want to 

handle this.”  I have delighted in our time together whether at lunch, driving to an event, or 

getting a beer after a long day. I have appreciated her ability to help me get “the google” to work 

right, or to post a picture with Facebook. It has given me a sense of security to be able to shout 

“Hey, Liz” from my desk and have her patiently stop what she is doing to attend to whatever 

“emergency” I have found myself in. Finally, with the burden of so many of our congregation’s 

questions, concerns, family and spiritual difficulties, it has been a relief to share that burden with 

Pastor Liz and her thoughtful, loving wisdom. She has been a bright and good presence in my 

life. I am a better pastor because of working beside her. I am sad that she is leaving. 

Our ministry and life together will continue without her good work, differently, but still 

effectively. God’s Spirit lives here. God’s will, will be done. Of this, our trust can be sure. 

However, once we take a month to clean up her office after she leaves, we will notice what is 

missing. Then, even in our joy in serving the Lord, we will grieve the saint that has moved on.  

Peace, Pastor Karl 

 

Church Host 
There is a great, new serving opportunity at Messiah. We have created a Fellowship Host 

position for Sunday morning that we hope many of our members will participate. The goal of the 

Fellowship Host will be to insure that we get to know each other better after worship. The work 

of the Fellowship Host will take only minutes before the worship service they normally attend. 

Their role will be to make sure that coffee is plentiful, hot and ready and that fresh treats are 

ready to go before the next worship service begins. Others will be providing the treats. If we 

have a number of people volunteer for this small job, no one will be overburdened. If a few 

delight in it and want to do it more often that would be great, too. Please contact council member 

Angela Marshall, angelaenm@hotmail.com, 614-216-4590, to hear more about this opportunity 

to serve on Sunday mornings and bring us closer together. We are a better church when we know 

each other! Visiting over coffee and a snack helps us be family.

mailto:angelaenm@hotmail.com
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B16142164590&hl=en&authuser=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paige Hanf  1 

Conor Black  2 

Sarah Hartman   

Mac Kelly 

Peggy Kosanovic 

Fiona Clarke  3 

Abby Gabe   

Katie Gabe   

Austin Lehky  

Beth Baumann  4  

Bob Gaulke   

Dick Miller  5 

Devlon Davidson 6 

Lacie Mountain 

Rachel Myers   

Dan Majoy  7  

Betty Rinehart  

Shannon Albright 9 

Cheryl Kelly    

Alex Keller  11 

Cody Mayer  

John Vanover 

Erik Fuller  12 
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Lucas Clementz 16 

Bev Heffken  17 

Rita Jones 

Race Sharrett  18 

Christopher Cochran 21 

Mara Habak 

Ruth Kreitzburg   

Sarah Schatz  21 

Elvin Fisher  22 

Larry O’Dell   

Betsy Barkalow 23 

Brittani McCarty  

Miriam Reiber   

Ron Resch  24 

Aiden Stought 

Julie Mederer  26 

Lisa Underwood 

Emmaclaire Agboragbor 27 

Hannah Agboragbor  

Tonean Jhainor   

Amanda Whitman   

Sophia Darling 28 

Jamie DeLaughder 

Matthew Jutte   

Paula Kuhn   

Alexander Jeffy 29 

Karen Leidel 

Cali Schmandt 

Jonathan Jones 30 
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No Messiah Night, Wednesday, November 27 

In order to give our many, hardworking volunteers an opportunity to prepare and travel 

for a good Thanksgiving celebration; we will not have Messiah Night on Wednesday, 

November 27. Please, come the other Wednesdays in November. There is no reason for 

anyone at Messiah to cook or eat alone on Wednesdays. There is plenty of food and 

great education opportunities for the entire family at Messiah on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Council Candidates 
 

Church Council is in the process of identifying candidates for the upcoming 

yearly election of council members.  Members serve 2-year terms and three 

candidates are elected each year at the Congregation Meeting (in 

December).  If you are interested in learning more about council 

responsibilities and what it means to serve on council, please contact council president Richard 

Mederer or talk to Pastor Karl. 

 

 

Refreshments for November 

 
Date 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

November 3 Michelle Gaulke Lisa Epperly Rochelle Morrison 

November 10 Marge Seymour Beth Johnson Phyllis Sneed 

November 17 Barb Formentelli Kristin McAllister Virginia Finney 

November 24 Rochelle Morrison Kerri Jutte Alisa Limbers 

 

 
 

Date 8:00am 9:30am 11:00am 

November 3 Tom and Clara Jones Dean and Jane Fogt Elaine Malzahn 

 

November 10 

 

Barb Formentelli 

Tim and Sherri 

Houghton 

Angela and Keith 

Marshall 

November 17  Yogie Jeffy Nora O’Reilly 

November 24 Helen Schonhardt and Ed 

Todd 

 

Karen Mills 

 

Jenifer Shaw 
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Serving in Our 

Worship This Month 

 
LECTORS 
November 3  

  8:00 Jeanette Kuder 

  9:30  

11:00 Fred McLeod 

November 10 

  8:00 Melissa Davidson 

  9:30 Howard Jones 

11:00 Sara Reidler 

November 17 

  8:00 Kim Harris 

  9:30    Sabrina Ripple 

11:00 Jim Diehm 

November 24 

  8:00 David Long 

  9:30 Hollye Burgess 

11:00 Sally Long 

 

ACOLYTES 

November 3 

  8:00  

11:00 Abby Canan 

November 10 

  8:00 Aubrey Brown 

11:00  

 

 

 

November 17 

  8:00  

11:00 Addison Brown 

 

November 24 

  8:00 

11:00  

 

COMMUNION ASST’S 

November 3 

  8:00 Suzanne Schmandt,  

Cheryl Kelly 

  9:30  

11:00 Sue Jamison, Richard 

Hansgen 

November 10 

  8:00 Caryl Barrett, 

Roberta Hammond 

  9:30 Mike and Terri Janks 

11:00 Virginia Finney 

November 17 

  8:00 Jim and Kassie 

Diehm 

  9:30 Stacy Hogan, Jean 

Lantis, Dan and Theresa 

Newell, Laric and Patsy 

O’Dell, Bill Sampson, Amy 

Canan 

11:00 Melissa Davidson, 

Jim Keeny  

November 24 

  8:00 Glenn and Kim 

Harris 

  9:30 Jim Diehm, Melissa  

Stonerook, Bob and Carol  

Kohs, Dan and Elaine Majoy, 

Eric and Vicki Morris 

11:00 Mike Grimm, Lloyd 

Porter 

 

 

 

 

TRAD USHERS 

  8:00 The Kokai Team 

11:00 The Lumpkin Team 

 

 

 

SOUND SYSTEM (8:00) 

Nov. 3        Randy Wilson 

Nov. 10      Mike Sneed 

Nov. 17      Andy Moore 

Nov. 24      Bryan Kuhn 

 

SOUND SYSTEM (11:00) 

Nov. 3        Gary Schmandt 

Nov. 10       Gary Schmandt 

Nov. 17       Gary Schmandt 

Nov. 24       Gary Schmandt 

        

 

NOVEMBER ETERNAL 

CANDLE 
 

Robert and Barbara 

Teague 

 

NOVEMBER ALTAR 

GUILD 

Sara Stevenson and  

Heather Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



                     The Messiah Messenger                                                  

November 2019 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Columbarium - This week we added a second Columbarium unit in our beautiful 

Memorial Garden. Walk down after church to see the garden off the hallway beyond the kitchen. 

A Columbarium is a large beautiful granite cabinet of niches. Each niche holds one or two 

cremation remains of loved ones. Anyone related to a Messiah member can be interred in our 

Columbarium, often at much less cost than local cemeteries. If you want to know more, there are 

brochures in the Welcome Center on the desk and on the rack on the wall.  

 

 

 

 

Celebrate the Good Gift of Ministry and Leadership of Pastor Liz 

Sunday, November 17 will be Pastor Liz's last Sunday with us. She will preach and lead 

worship all morning and be available after worship to receive cards, gifts and well wishes. The 

other pastor will begin the next service so she can visit with everyone. Council thought it would 

be nice if many of you could bring a special plate of appetizers or sweet treats to make a party of 

each fellowship time after service. Please, come to worship that Sunday to send her off with the 

love we all have for her and the thanks for her inspiring ministry.  
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Poinsettias - We will begin taking orders on Sunday, November 24 for poinsettias.  

We will take orders through Sunday, December 8.  The cost this year will be 

$12.50.  Please consider purchasing one or two poinsettias in memory of or in 

honor of a loved one.  Envelopes will be in the pews starting November 24.  Please 

write legibly how you would like your poinsettia(s) dedicated.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

Do you have two or three hours a week? 
 

 Joseph’s Coat is in desperate need of volunteers to 

check out our client on Tuesday and Thursday 

evenings from 6pm-8pm, as well as Saturday from 

9am to noon. Just counting items, no money 

involved. 

 

 We have a real need for volunteers to help in 

furniture, making calls to clients and donors to 

arrange pickup of furniture.  

 

 We also need volunteers to move core pieces of 

furniture that are donated to us for our clients. 

Picking them up on Wednesday and Saturday with a 

team in our trucks. No large dining room sets, heavy 

old TV’s etc. We also need dock workers to help with 

donations being brought to us by wonderful people. 

 

 Call 614-863-1371, leave msg. or email Michele@josephs-coat.org. We are 

at 240 Outerbelt St, Columbus 43213, open at times shown above. Stop in 

for a tour. We’d love to have you join our family of volunteers. 

 

mailto:Michele@josephs-coat.org
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

1200 Waggoner Road, Reynoldsburg OH  43068 
 

 HEART Harvest Festival 
Sunday, November 10th 

Featuring:  

Capriccio Columbus  
 Under the direction of Larry Griffin, Artistic Director 

At 3:30 PM 

followed by: 

HEART Benefit Meal  
4:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

Chicken & Noodles, Mashed Potatoes, and Dessert 

Ticket: $9.00 Children 5-12 $5.00 Children 4 and under FREE   

*(carry out available) 

Exceptional Silent Auction & Door 

Prizes 

From 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM 

 

All proceeds benefit the Reynoldsburg HEART Food Pantry 

Contact church office for ticket at 614-866-4386 
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Your First Invitation for Advent – Christmas, 2019 
December 1st 

Come join the Welcome Committee on Sunday, December 1 as we decorate 

the Welcome Center (Entrance Area) for Advent and Christmas.  We will 

gather after the 11 AM service about 12:30 to begin preparing to welcome 

Jesus and our neighbors for this joyous season. 

For a preview, we will be gathering our ornaments and other decorations from 

storage on Saturday, November 16 at 9 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeter Needed: Can you greet friends, old and new, before the 11 AM service 

on December 1? Give Elaine Malzahn a call 765-729-9376 or email 

Ladymalzahn@live.com.  

 

Greeting in 2020? Would you like to greet at the 9:30 or 11 services during 2020. We will be 

preparing the list of greeters during December for the first 6 months of 2020.  We’d like to add 

your name to our current list.  Send an email or call Elaine Malzahn Ladymalzahn@live.com 

765-729-9376 

 

Welcome Committee Meetings, November and December 
 

The Welcome Committee will meet to look over our Christmas Decorations on Saturday, 

November 16, 9 am.  We can go out for coffee afterwards if you wish. 

 

The Welcome Committee’s meeting for December will be to decorate the Welcome Center on 

December 1 at 12:30 PM. 

 

New committee members and ideas are always welcome! 

 

 

mailto:Ladymalzahn@live.com
mailto:Ladymalzahn@live.com
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MESSIAH OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
                           2019 FALL HARVEST  

                          FOOD DRIVE 

 

 

HARVEST SUNDAY – November 24
th

 

November 10
th

  begins our annual food drive to help support HEART Food Pantry. You 

will be given grocery bags to take home, fill, and return by Sunday, November 24.  

The food will go to HEART Food Pantry, our local pantry.   Messiah’s Pre-School is also 

holding a food drive to support this effort.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children’s ministry is in need of Christmas wrapping paper, large bows and large 

ribbon. Donations will be collected in the Welcome Center.  
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It is the time of year when great smells 

 come from kitchens and when we are again 

Calling All Bakers 

 

 
Messiah’s Annual Cookie Sale will be in another 

month!    We need your help baking cookies to 

support our Joseph’s Coat ministry.   It is fun and 

easy!  You can begin baking festive cookies now and 

freeze them until they are needed!     
 

 

When is the sale?        Sunday, December 15
th 

 

What is needed?  12 to 15 dozen home-made festive cookies in 

throw away containers  
 

When are the cookies needed?    Please deliver to the church kitchen  

      Saturday, December 14
th
 between 9:00 am  

      & 12:00 pm 
 

How do I sign up?      Sign-up sheets are in the Welcome Center.   

      Please place the completed form in the  

      basket and you will be contacted soon.      

 

This project is to support our outreach ministry of our neighbors in need of 

household items and clothing.     

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Margaret Messick at 

614.999.5592 by text or phone.  You can also contact her by email: 

mam71mess@gmail.com.  As in the past, Nancy Becker will be in charge of the 

boxing, displaying and selling the cookies; she would appreciate festive cookies, 

no bars, brownies, chocolate chip, or oatmeal cookies; and volunteers to help with 

those tasks.        
 

The more bakers we have the more help we can give to others and have fun in our 

own homes; Young families want to be involved – have a baking party and invite 

others.         
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY TO BAKE AND TO 

BUY COOKIES!  

mailto:mam71mess@gmail.com

