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From the pastor… 

Tis the season...to invite someone to worship! This is the time of year that your family 
and friends that might have gotten out of the rhythm of worship and church life are 
most interested to dip their toes back in. Invite them to Messiah! Even better, arrange to 
meet them at worship, sit with them, introduce them to people and visit with them. 
People come to worship if they know someone is expecting them there. Be that person, 
change their life, change our life together by bringing us new gifts to share and delight 
in. In the month of December we will be giving you cards in worship to share with your 
neighbors and updating our website to make it even more user friendly for them to find 
Christmas Eve worship times. Christmas is a religious holiday that nearly all of our 
neighbors celebrate. Add something meaningful to their celebration, moving, well done 
worship of Emmanuel, God with us.    

Life at Messiah after Pastor Liz 

Sunday, November 17 was an emotional day for all of us;  because it was the last time 
that Pastor Liz preached here and led us in worship. I share with you a thankfulness for 
being in ministry beside her for over four years. We can be thankful for the good work of 
the Call Committee gathered in 2015 that faithfully discerned the candidates and chose 
Liz for us.  

Now, we have to figure out what is next. Council in November took action to make sure 
good ministry continues without Pastor Liz’s leadership. This involved creating and 
filling several new positions. First, we contracted a pastor to preach 16 times in 2020 
and teach two, five week courses during Messiah Night. Since preaching takes up from 
6-10 hours of my work week, this frees up time monthly for me. It also gives all of us in 
worship another voice to hear and ideas to ponder. Pastor Tim Kuenzli, recently 
retired from Epiphany Lutheran in Pickerington, said yes to this ministry. Second, we 
added a Youth Minister position to lead our High School and Confirmation Youth. 
Adam Schlett was hired to this position. Adam is a member and has been a faithful 
volunteer and leader with the High School youth for two years. He was Pastor Liz’s 
recommendation for the job. Adam will be led, managed and mentored by Jim Diehm, 
who will be given the title of Youth Advocate. Jim has been active with our youth for 
ten years and on staff for five years working as Confirmation Minister. We are thankful 
he said yes to this volunteer position. He will be a good gift for Adam and Messiah. 
Third, we created a new position for Messiah, Pastoral Care Minister. Our own 
member, Deacon Elaine Malzahn has said yes to this position. Deacon Elaine will 
work directly with me to insure our shut ins are visited monthly, train members with 
good gifts to visit our shut ins, insure the good care of members who are grieving, and 
visit those who are in the hospital and recovery. We are blessed because Deacon Elaine 
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has been trained for this work through her Master’s Degree at Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary and is serving as a chaplain currently for the Wexner Center in Bexley. You 
can read bios for all three of these people in another part of this newsletter. 

Next, Messiah will have to discern when and possibly whether to fill Pastor Liz’s position 
as Associate Pastor. Council decided to not create a call committee before the summer. 
It made sense to step back in our grief at losing Pastor Liz before we moved forward 
towards a good future and ministry we have yet to discover. We need to think carefully 
about what makes the most sense for a church and a community that is changing. 
Starting in the summer puts us in sync too, with the rhythm of the church when first call 
pastors are able to interview. Both Pastor Liz and Pastor Thadd were first call pastors 
and both commented on what a good gift Messiah had been for them as they were 
beginning ordained ministry. Waiting for summer will mean we won’t likely have a new 
associate in 2020. We are hoping the above positions our good aids as we take this time 
of discernment. 

Finally, we must make our 2020 budget reflect these changes. Council set a salary for 
the positions added and then directed what remains of Pastor’s Liz salary currently in 
the 2019 budget. A large deficit in our Operation Fund in 2017 has lowered our cash on 
hand to approximately 5%, a level that is not prudent. Thus, we will take advantage of 
this opportunity to increase our cash on hand closer to a goal of 10% of our Operations 
Budget. If there is still a surplus at the end of 2020 after replenishing our cash on hand, 
we will put that surplus into the newly created Capital Fund for large unforeseen 
property expenses.  

At our congregational meeting, 10:30 AM, Sunday, December 8, we will be able to 
review the budget, give more explanation and receive questions. I hope that you will 
come for this discussion and to vote for our new council people. We can be thankful for 
the good leadership of council in this time of transition. I am thankful for your 
continued prayers in my leadership and ministry with you.   

Peace,  

Pastor Karl 

 

First English Sanctuary Ministry 

We have been in partnership with First English Lutheran Church on Main Street for 
years as they minister to a changing community that is mostly in poverty but rapidly 
gentrifying. Our ministry with them has involved serving food six times a year to their 
community. We also join with other local churches to give financial support for their 
congregation. This money is used to keep the lights on and pay the pastor, but also 
supports their many outreach ministries to the community, including two community 
meals a week, an after school program, a Sunday breakfast ministry, a youth ministry, 
Vacation Bible School, an entrepreneur ministry and more. They are doing great things 
on Main Street! 
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One of their more controversial ministries for some of our Messiah members is their 
provision of sanctuary for the last 400 days for a woman named Miriam. Recently, I had 
a chance to hear Miriam tell her own story. It is complicated. I thought I would share it 
with you, knowing that there are a variety of opinions within our Messiah family about 
immigration, sanctuary and what the best way forward is. I want to caution that much of 
this is from memory, so some details may be incorrect.  

Miriam came to the United States from Honduras in 2007 as a young woman, crossing 
the border illegally. She was immediately stopped, but allowed to stay while her status 
was determined. In 2009, a court ruled she should leave. She appealed and was allowed 
to stay as long as she returned a weekly phone call from immigration, worked full time, 
stayed out of trouble and meet every six to eighteen months with immigration 
authorities who reviewed her case. She was given a social security number and paid all 
her taxes. For 9 years, this was her life in Columbus, where she settled down, married 
and had two little girls.  

In 2018, when she went to her scheduled meeting with immigration, she was told to 
prepare to deport within the month. Her daughters could stay, but they would have to 
be adopted by a stranger since she had no family. There is no indication that Miriam had 
broken the rules she had been living under for nine years. It seems she was to be 
immediately deported because of a policy change on immigration within our 
administration. This is when she sought sanctuary in order to stay while lawyers tried to 
change the decision. She currently lives with her two daughters, five and ten, in offices 
made into a small apartment at First English. She does not leave First English, rarely 
even going outside. 

I have had members share their displeasure about this ministry choice of First English. I 
have assured them that we have not supported Miriam financially or in other tangible 
ways, except for our broad financial support. The small amount we give has become 
more important since our Synod recently decreased their funding. We also don’t direct 
the ministry First English chooses to do. First English is one of two churches offering 
sanctuary, the other from the Mennonite denomination. Immigration agents know 
where she is but have chosen not to take Miriam from First English by force. There is no 
law that keeps them from entering the church.   

I heard Miriam tell her own story at a recent gathering of pastors. It was not only 
interesting but also filled me with compassion for the tough choices she has had to make 
in her still young life, choices that I have never had to consider. These choices included 
leaving a broken country to live a better life in the U.S. and entering our country 
illegally. Pastor Sally at First English offered that members of any church could spend 
an evening with Miriam. Miriam would make authentic Honduran food for dinner, then 
tell her story and take questions. If you are wondering about their sanctuary ministry or 
how people find themselves in these positions or are adamantly opposed but willing to 
be civil, it may be worthwhile to hear Miriam. I am honestly not trying to change any 
minds or advocate Messiah to be more active in this ministry. I do believe it is faithful to 
listen. If you would like to do this, send me an email. If there is interest, we will make 
arrangements.  
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 CHASING THE COLD AWAY 

 

Outreach will be collecting Items for 1st English Lutheran  and Hope 

Lutheran Church Neighbors.   

We serve meals at both of these Churches and there is a Big Need.   Please 

remember their homes are not warm like ours. 

 

Used or New Blankets, Comforters, or Sleeping Bags, Winter Coats, Boots, Hats, Scarves,  Gloves 

& Socks.    
 

There will be a box in the Welcome Center.  Please consider gathering up those blankets & items that are 

no longer being used.  Collection Time :  Jan. 5 - 19th.   

 

Thanks for your support. Contact Suzanne Schmandt , with questions.   suzanne.schmandt@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 

 

Next year’s offering envelopes are available in the Welcome Center.   Please let the office know 

if you don’t find yours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you begun to realize how fast this year has disappeared?  The Saints are planning for a joyous 

Christmas season.  Consider coming to the 1:30 Christmas Eve Service with music beginning at 1:00 p.m.   

Slowdown in all your last minute details and prepare your mind and soul with music on Christmas Eve. 

 

 

 

In that extra moment during your hustle and bustle, put “Join the Senior Saint” Choir on your New Year’s 

Resolution list.  We meet at 10:00am on Wednesday morning.  Watch the bulletin board for January 

dates. 

mailto:suzanne.schmandt@gmail.com
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Greetings in Christ! 
 

On Sunday, December 8, our Annual Congregation Meeting will be held in the Sanctuary at 

10:30 AM. You are invited and encouraged to attend.  Items on the meeting agenda will include:  

 
 

 2019 financial review  

 2020 budget approval 

 Election of new council members 

We have three council spots. We are happy that Max Tusim has agreed to run for 

council and Richard Mederer and Staci Stought have agreed to seek a second 

term. If you would like to run or know of someone who would, please send us 

their names. We will add them to the ballot 

 Discussion on what’s next after losing the gifts of Pastor Liz to our community 

 Opportunity to ask questions to church leaders 
 

Even though we grieve losing Pastor Liz in ministry with us, 2019 has been a good year for 

Messiah. We will need a strong December of giving to avoid running a financial deficit in 2019, 

but we can celebrate the $192,000 additional dollars given to much-needed property and building 

maintenance and improvement. We also started a Capital Fund for future needs. We continued to 

have success inviting our neighbors to join our Community Garden, eat with us at Messiah 

Night, and join us in special events like end of year picnic, VBS, Rally Day, Trunk and Treat, 

Breakfast with Santa and the Bunny, and worship on Sunday mornings. We increased our service 

to our greater community by adding the Choices Domestic Abuse Shelter to our long list of local 

agencies that we serve every month of the year. Weekly, I am appreciative of your sacrifice so 

that ministry happens. Together we are, as our mission statement reads, Filled with the Holy 

Spirit…to share God’s love.  

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karl L. Hanf 

Pastor, Messiah Lutheran Church 
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Pastoral Care Minister 
 

Hello, Sisters and Brothers, 
 

I am excited to serve as Messiah’s Pastoral Care Minister in 2020.  I will be working with you to visit 

shut-ins and hospitalized members.  
 

A bit about me:  I started Sunday School at age 3 and have been active in the Lutheran church since then. 

A graduate of Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois, I earned a Master of Theological Studies from 

Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 2016. I was consecrated here at Messiah in 2017 as a Minister of Word and 

Service, a Deacon. I serve as a Christian chaplain at Wexner Heritage Village and am one of the chaplains 

for Zusman Hospice.  My Messiah actives include Whole Again, Messiah Nights, Altar Guild, 

chairperson of the Welcome Committee, Communion assistant, greeter and lay reader. 
 

My husband was a Lutheran minister, and we raised two children: Martin, married to Vanessa and father 

of Noah; and Elisabeth, married to Steven Sakla and mother of Remy and Lauren. I enjoy crafts and 

reading, especially C.S. Lewis and Madeleine L’Engle. 
 

God loves you and so do I, 

Deacon Elaine 
 

Supply Minister 

 
Hello, people of Messiah!  I am pleased that Pastor Karl has invited me to involvement over the next year 

in your congregational life.  I've known Karl since I arrived in Pickerington in 2006 to serve at Epiphany 

Lutheran, and have appreciated his pastoral expertise and commitment. You've been blessed by him and 

by both of your two past associate pastors, Thadd and Liz. I will be privileged to share the Word of the 

Gospel with you a little more than monthly. I look forward to getting to know you!  You'll also get to 

know my wife, Linda, who is certainly the "better half.”          I'll first be with you on December 15. 
 

Pastor Tim Kuenzli 
 

Youth Group Leader  

I joined the Messiah Lutheran staff after volunteering with the senior High youth for the past 3 years. 

Prior to moving to Columbus and joining Messiah several years ago, I led the youth program at my home 

church in Sandusky, Ohio. I am an avid Cleveland sports fan (Browns headed to the Super Bowl) and 

enjoy spending time with my 3 children and wife Abbey, Keegan, Zeke, and Camille. Youth ministry has 

always been a passion of mine and I look forward to working with the youth and their parents to help 

build and grow this ministry.             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Adam Schlett 
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Adult Education during the Wednesdays in Advent (December 4, 11, and 18), will be led by Reverend Dr. E. 

Wray Bryant.  Reverend Bryant is an Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy at Capital University 

and an Instructor of Biblical Languages at Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University. He received 

his Ph.D. from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky in Hebrew Bible, his 

M.Div. in New Testament from Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio, and his B.A. in Music 

(Organ) from Lynchburg College, Lynchburg Virginia. His involvement in the Church has included 

serving as Pastor, Interim Pastor, Choir Director, Organist, and Pianist. He serves on the staff of the 

Southern Ohio Synod’s Lay School of Theology. He is married to Reverend Diana K. Gugel, Pastor of 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior in Lancaster, Ohio and he is the father of two sons.   

 

The following is a description of the topic Rev. Bryant will cover: 

                                         Old Testament Echoes in the Gospel’s Birth Narratives 

 

We will look at how Matthew and Luke reached back to passages and concepts from the Old Testament 

as they attempted to understand the meaning of the Birth of Jesus. We will explore those Old Testament 

passages in their historical context and explore how they came to be understood as prophecies of the 

Messiah Jesus. Thus, we will spend a lot of time looking at Isaiah. Finally, we will look at the original 

Christmas carols, the songs in Luke’s account of the Birth of Jesus (The Song of Mary, The Canticle of 

Zachariah, The Song of Simeon, The Song of the Angels) and their Old Testament roots.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 4th, our Wednesday night Advent worship begins. Join us for beautiful music, candlelight 

and prayer at 7:30pm.  

Take a breath this season and join the body of Christ as we prepare for the coming Messiah! 
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1            Alisa Limbers  

 Todd Mountain 

2 Robert Black  

 Liam Jones 

 Lloyd Porter 

 Susan Pugh 

3 Brooklynn Janks 

 Sean Reiber  

 Jodi Thompson   

 Nora Wissinger 

4 Aaron Gulling 

Jerry Karnga   

 Arley Lehky  

 Aiden Thatcher  

 Amy Yekisa  

5 Tom Dobberstein 

 Marshall Fisher 

Larry Marik   

 Vickie McClain  

6 Angela Cromer 

Jean Limbers 

Elaine Majoy   

Jaxon Prater 

C.J. Smith-Hughes 

7 Dee Gabe 

 Harel Tanjong    

8 Sarah Kerr       

9 Shabonne Grimm 

 Kirsten Johnson 

 Susan McGarvey 

 Becky Morrison 

 Jennifer Wissinger 

10 Caryl Barrett  

 Tori Begeny 

 Stephen Seng 

 Karen Weber  

11 Abigail Canan   

 Karleigh Canan   

 Joe Gulling  

 Nola Hanf  

 Richard Strickling  

 Blake Thaxton 

12 Michelle Crist   

13 Roberta Scheiderer  

14 Nicholas Epperly   

 Mary (Newell) Harrington   

15 Emily Thatcher   

 John Wood   

16 Chris Lantis  

 Kristin McAllister 

 Carol Olson  

 Rick Teague 

 Stacy Thatcher   

17 Glenn Harris  

 Gail Mack 

 Adam Miller  

18 Lori Keller 

 Bessie McGarvey  

 Samantha McKenna   

19 Molly McFerin 

Martin West  

21 Makayla Howard 

22 Dale Pugh  

23 Tim Houghton 

Daniel Huskey   

 Roger Solt  

 Charlie Woltja  

24 Linda Sauter   

 Nicholas Sudimack   

25 Nancy Hoffman   

 Andrew Lyons  

 Diane McClain 

 Greyson Sayre 

26 Linda Geist 

27 Haley Tandy  

 Liam Thompson 

28 Egon Carstensen   

 Dan Newell  

 Adam Wood  

29 Doug Arnold 

 Lauren Blake 

 Kayla Dunn 

Cindy Owens 

30 Dean Fogt 

 Xzavier Price  

 Adam Thompson 

31 Bobby Sheridan   

 Dianne Tredway 

 



 

 

LECTORS 
Dec. 1 

  8:00 Jeanette Kuder 

  9:30 Abby Canan 

11:00 Nancy Becker 

Dec. 4 Shirley Clark (7:30) 

Dec. 8 

  8:00 Lois Beery 

  9:30 Jane Stephenson 

11:00 Jim Henschen 

Dec. 11 Melissa Davidson (7:30) 

Dec. 15 

  8:00  

  9:30 Keegan Hanf 

11:00 Sara Reidler 

Dec. 18 Abby Canan (7:30) 

Dec. 22 

  8:00 Melissa Davidson 

  9:30 Hollye Burgess 

11:00 Fred McLeod 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve 

  1:30 Jane Stephenson 

  4:30  

  7:30  

11:00 Sara Reidler 

Dec. 29 

  8:00 Dave Long 

  9:30 Chris Smith-Hughes 

11:00   Sally Long 

 

ACOLYTES 

Dec. 1 

  8:00 Aubrey Brown 

11:00 Keegan Hanf 

Dec. 4 

  7:30 Rocco Sabatino 

Dec. 8 

  8:00 Rocco Sabatino 

11:00  

 

 

 

 

Dec. 11 

  7:30 Hannah Agbor 

Dec. 15 

  8:00 Addison Brown 

11:00 Keegan Hanf 

Dec. 18 

  7:30 Makayla Howard 

December 22 

 8:00   Rocco Sabatino 

11:00 Addison Brown 

Dec. 24 

   1:30 Devin Hogan 

   7:30 Aubrey Brown 

11:00 Abby Canan 

Dec. 29 

  8:00  

11:00 Emma Agbor 
 

COMMUNION ASST’S 

Dec. 1 

8:00 David and Sally Long 

  9:30 Chuck and Marie 

Cochran, Linda Cochran, 

Lori Gulling, Susan and 

Todd Mountain, Howard 

Jones, Pat Kurz 

11:00 Sara Reidler, Jim 

Henschen 

  Dec. 8 

  8:00 Roberta Hammond, 

Debbie Glass 

  9:30 Scott and Caryl Barrett, 

Alex and Yogie Jeffy, Rob and 

Mary Sharrett 

11:00 Linda Sauter, Carol 

Keiber 

Dec. 15 

  8:00 Suzanne Schmandt, 

Cheryl Kelly 

  9:30 Sean and Jessica Reiber, 

Beth Carmean, George 

Hodge, Abbey and Adam 

Schlett 

11:00 Elaine Malzahn, Sue 

Jamison 

 

 

Dec. 22 

  8:00 Barb Formentelli, Caryl 

Barrett 

9:30 Hollye Burgess,   

Anthony and Lesley Kerkman, 

Ernie and Lisa Underwood, 

Kacy and Paula Tandy 

11:00 Jim Keeny, Lloyd Porter 

Dec. 24 

  1:30     

  4:30 

7:30    

11:00    

Dec. 29 

  8:00 Glenn and Kim Harris 

  9:30  

11:00 Phyllis Sneed, Richard 

Hansgen 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

Diane Davis, Sally and Liz 

Wallace 

 

TRADITIONAL USHERS 

  8:00  The Jones Team 

11:00  The Braden Team 

 

SOUND SYSTEM (8:00) 

 

Dec. 1 Randy Wilson 

Dec. 8 Mike Sneed 

Dec. 15 Andy Moore 

Dec. 22 Bryan Kuhn 

Dec. 24 

  1:30   Bryan Kuhn 

  4:30   Matt Thurston 

  7:30   Andy Moore 

11:00   Gary Schmandt 

Dec.  29  

  8:00   Randy Wilson 
 

SOUND SYSTEM (11:00) 

  

Gary Schmandt 

   

NURSERY NANNY 

Amy Canan, Tina and Sarah 

Kerr 
 

ETERNAL CANDLE 

Barbara McClain 

 

 



 

 

 

   

Refreshments for December 
 

Date 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

December 1 Rob Scheiderer Lori Keller Rose Dobberstein 

December 8 Biruta Buckenberger Beth Carmean Louise Dolan 

December 15 Clara Jones Amy Canan Barb McClain 

December 22 Denise Solt Julie Strohm Freddie Hessler 

December 29 Rob Scheiderer Jean Lantis  Nancy Becker 

 
 

 
 

Date 8:00am 9:30am 11:00am 

December 1 Roberta Hammond Joe and Shontaya Phinisee Louise Dolan 

December 8 Denise Solt and Biruta 

Buckenberger 

 

Sheridan Family 

 

Louise Dolan 

December 15  

Keith Eichhorn 

 

Ruth Ann Sickles 

Mary Beth and Robert 

Grizzell 

December 22  

Rob and Hal Scheiderer 

 

Jessica Smithers 

Nancy Hoffman, Phyllis 

Triona 

December 29 Robin and Reggie Howorka  Phyllis Sneed Freddie and Sam Hessler 

 

 

Poinsettias - We will take orders through Sunday, December 8.  The cost this 

year is $12.50.  Please consider purchasing one or two poinsettias in memory of or 

in honor of a loved one.  Envelopes are in the pews.  Please write legibly how you 

would like your poinsettia(s) dedicated.  Thank you. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

The season of giving  

 

This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported Messiah Lutheran 
Church this past year with their time, talent and financial contributions and look 
forward to support from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need a 
convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift 
before the end of the year, we encourage you to check out our electronic giving 
options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around the holidays, you may find 
electronic giving a most welcome way to make contributions. Visit 
www.messiahlutheran.net  or contact the church office for more information. 
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CHRISTMAS 

COOKIE SALE   
Sunday - December 15 – 8:00 AM

 Until sold out. 

Benefit – Joseph’s Coat of Central Ohio 

An Outreach Ministry of Messiah  
Plan to bring your checkbook or cash to purchase large boxes for 

$20 and medium boxes for $12. Buy before the service & our 

sellers will hold them for pick-up.   

Helpers are needed at Messiah’s Fellowship Hall December 14
th

   

from 11:30 AM until 2:00PM to sort, box and bag cookies & 

candy for the sale.     

Sign up on the clipboard found the display table in the Welcome 

Center. 

 

Cookie Bakers and Candy Makers still needed.  Sign-up sheets 

can be found on the display table. You will receive a call to 

confirm and a follow-up reminder before the event.  
If you have you have any questions contact: 

       

       

Boxing, Sorting or Selling   Baking or Making 

Nancy Becker 614.866.4020  Margaret Messick 614.999.5592 

 

 

Cookie Sale, December 16 in Welcome Center 

Sunday - 9:00 until sold out 

Medium box $12, Large Box $20 



 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE  

CONTINUED… 
 

We need a crew of people to pack our wonderful home-made Christmas cookies in boxes for our Cookie Sale on 
Sunday, December 15. These folks will work (an enjoyable task) on Saturday, December 14 for 2-3 hours beginning 
at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Teenagers and men are welcome to join the ladies. 
 
Sellers for Sunday morning, December 15 are also needed.  Signup sheets for both are on the Cookie Table in the 
Welcome Center this morning.   
 
If you can bake and haven't signed up, you can still do that.  If you can't make 10-15 dozen sign up and tell us how 
many you could do.  Any would be appreciated. 
 
People who are unable to help in any way, are encouraged to make a cash contribution which can be put in the 
offering in an envelope clearly marked Cookie Sale. 
 
All proceeds from this project go to Joseph's Coat to assist those in need. 
 
 

Joseph's Coat Needs Your Help 

 
Please consider volunteering for even 2 or 3 hours a month. You'll help others and a have good time 

doing it. We need help checking out clients with their clothing items, or work in the background sorting 

clothing, receiving donations; so many ways to help. Stop in at 240 Outerbelt St. 43213 for a tour! Or 

contact our Volunteer Lead at michele@josephs-coat.org. or call 614-863-1371 for more details. We 

are in need of so much to fill the ever increasing demand. Last Saturday morning we helped 114 

families in 3 hours!! Top of our list now is winter coats for kids and adults, as well as all bedding of all 

sizes. We need coffee pots, toasters, blenders, crock pots, dinnerware and good pots and pans. 

The number of  poor who need help increases every day, meaning we desperately need more good 

quality donated items. Please share some of your time as well as clothing and household items in good 

condition. We will get them to those who have none! Help us to fulfill our Mission to answer God's call 

to love and serve our neighbor by providing clothing furniture and household goods to those in need. 

Open for donations, Sat and Wed, 9-noon, and Tues eve 6-8pm. Additional open time for volunteering 

is Thursday 6-8pm - no donations at that time. Thank you! 

 

Joseph's Coat Thanks You! 
 

Thank you to all who are donating to Joseph's Coat at this time of the year. We have many new people coming for  

help. With your donations of clothing, coats, shoes, bedding, and all manner of household goods as well as 

furniture, we are able to support them. Please continue to donate all these items that are in good condition in the  

upcoming holiday season to help us help those in need in our own community. Donations may be brought to   

240 Outerbelt St, 43213 on Saturday and Wednesday between 9 and noon and on Tuesday evening between 6 and 8PM. 

For furniture donations please call 614-863-1371. We also need more and more volunteers - please contact  

Michele@josephs-coat.org. 

mailto:michele@josephs-coat.org
mailto:Michele@josephs-coat.org


 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL BIOS FOR 2020 

 

Julie Darling - I am interested in running as a Messiah Lutheran Church Council Member. My parents David 

and Phyllis Lumpkin were married at this church. I have been a member of Messiah Lutheran Church since I 

was baptized.  I have volunteered in many different activities as I grew up in this congregation such as Sunday 

School and Vacation Bible School Teacher, on the call committee for a new pastor after our founding pastor 

retired, and other activities like HEART Food Market and Joseph’s Coat Ministry. I’m a second generation 

Reynoldsburg High School Alumni and alumni of The Ohio State University with a B.S. in Human Ecology. I 

have two daughters, Olivia and Sophia. One attends the University of Cincinnati and the other Savannah 

College of Art and Design.  Thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve my church. 

 

Richard Mederer - I joined Messiah Lutheran Church in March of 2014 after moving here from Cincinnati and 

retiring from GE Aircraft Engines. I met a longtime member of Messiah, Julie Brimhall, and after an amazing 

story we were married here at Messiah.  We have five married children and twelve grandchildren who all live 

here in the Columbus area.  I have served at Joseph’s Coat and currently serve as one of our Counters and 

Church Council President. I am also very active in the Kairos Prison Ministry and serve as their Advisory 

Council Chair.  I love the Messiah Church family here which is the main reason I joined. I also love the 

community outreach programs that Messiah supports. It would be an honor to continue serving the church 

family at Messiah. 

 

Staci Stought - Staci has been an active member since 2012, along with her husband, Wes, and 4 boys, Aiden, 

Will, Ryan and Gabe. She currently helps to teach Sunday morning Confirmation classes, and is the responsible 

party for the PowerPoint scheduling and training. One of her favorite volunteer opportunities with Messiah was 

working with Interfaith Hospitality Network.  She is a former Police Officer with the City of Marion and enjoys 

running, coffee, and reading.  Staci has enjoyed the experience of being a Council member for Messiah the past 

two years, and hopes to continue to serve Messiah and it’s congregation for the next two.   

Thank you! 
 

Max Tusim - I joined Messiah Lutheran Church in 2012 after moving back to Central Ohio with my wife of 

12 years, Mandy. Our two boys, Teddy and Andrew, were born here and baptized at Messiah.  Over the years I 

have helped with the Property Committee, Joseph’s Coat Furniture ministry and have been the traditional 

worship communion assistant coordinator for the past several years.  I have been employed at Owens Corning 

for the past 14 years as a Senior R&D Engineer working with fiberglass composites.  My hobbies include 

serving as Cubmaster for the Blacklick Elementary Cub Scout Pack and playing golf when time allows. I love 

the community at Messiah and I am excited to be considered to serve on council.  

 



 

 

Christmas at Messiah 2019 
 

                                             December 7, 2019 

                                                            9:00 – 11:00a.m. 

                                                            Breakfast with Santa 

 

 

 

December 7 – from 9 – 11:00 a.m. Breakfast will be served from 9 until 10:30 am. Join us for breakfast, pictures with 

Santa, crafts, and a story told by Mrs. Claus.   A freewill donation will be accepted to offset costs.   

 
A Christmas Window will be presented on December 15

th
 at the 9:30 service. Children 3 years through 5

th
 grade are 

welcome to be a part of the Christmas program. Rehearsals are every Sunday morning during Sunday School and 

Wednesdays during Messiah Night. Dress rehearsal is Wednesday, December 11
th
 from 6:30-7:15. Please contact Betsy 

Barkalow for more information. Betsy.barkalow.cm@gmail.com 

Throughout Advent  - Join us for fellowship and food on Wednesday nights at 5:30 and stay for the Adult Education at 

6:30.  Our Midweek Advent celebrations begin Wednesday, December 4. We mark Advent with a beautiful music filled 

Wednesday Night worship service using Holden's Evening Prayer at 7:30 PM.  There are no Messiah Night events on 

December 25 or January 1, 2019. 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have 4 Christmas Eve Services (December 24, 2019) planned and one is just right for you.   
 

*1:00pm -   The Music of Christmas 

1:30 pm – Join us for a quiet, renewing and meaningful Christmas Eve Service.  
 

 

4:30 pm – Our Family Service is full of kids and parents all excited about that big day.  It is led by our Praise 

Team and Youth and Children’s Ministers.  

 

7:30 and 11:00 – These two services are led by our choirs; they are beautiful and meaningful with all the best 

Christmas hymns.   
 

 

We will light our candles individually at all services as we sing “Silent Night” together and share the Lord’s 

Supper. 

 

*Come 1/2 hour early to the 1:30 service and enjoy The Music of Christmas. 

 

mailto:Betsy.barkalow.cm@gmail.com

