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From the pastor…
Acts 2:1-2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in
one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of
a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Our Adult Study on the Book of Acts studied the text above, which is read every year on
Pentecost Sunday. In the study, we lingered on the description of the Holy Spirit coming into the
church as a mighty or violent wind. The image that is conjured is a tornado or hurricane that
whips across a landscape and changes it forever. The description is a reference to Genesis 1:1-2,
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
God’s creative acts start with a mighty wind.
On Sunday, October 27, we celebrate Reformation Sunday. Reformation Sunday is the
church’s commitment to be open to God’s creative winds of change. The church is always
reforming, evolving, just as any other living organism. Our worship will be punctuated with big
organ hymns, like A Mighty Fortress, an emphasis on our denominational founder, Martin
Luther, and as much pomp and parade as we believe we can get away with.
Ironically, a lot about Reformation Sunday is a celebration of who we were in history, not
necessarily who we are called to be into the future. Older members like me can be nostalgic for a
church that no longer exists. Nostalgia is that impulse within each of us to wish that the mighty
wind of God’s creative act never happened. To turn back time before everything changed; like a
tornado that entered our landscape.
As I begin my twenty first year of ordained ministry, over sixteen of them as your pastor at
Messiah, I am feeling nostalgic. Looking back fondly at pictures of a young Pastor Karl with a
good head of hair, wearing a grass skirt and nothing else behind the altar at Vacation Bible
School. Singing The Killers in a van on a California highway during a mission trip, with two
great high school students, Michelle Crist and Mary Newell. Having Herb Cowen come
faithfully to the church every morning to log the progress with photographs of the construction
of our new fellowship hall, welcome center and kitchen...just as he had done when the new
sanctuary had been built forty years before in 1968. Helping Joann Barrett, Rose Dobberstein,
Susan Franklin and others fold clothes in the old Luther Haus garage. Having so many people at
9:30 worship, that we thought we would need to add another contemporary worship service soon.
God’s creative wind blows. Things change. If anyone wanted to see a shirtless Pastor Karl in my
thirties, they surely do not today! Michelle and Mary are talented, beautiful grown women in
their thirties and missed by us as they live lives elsewhere. Herb Cowen is a saint in heaven
encouraging us in our mission today from those clouds. Luther Haus is now the parsonage for
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Pastor Liz, and Joseph’s Coat has gotten so large it is hardly recognizable. We are less confident
that Contemporary Worship attendance will overflow our pews anytime soon.
Nostalgia is fun, but too often it leaves us longing for what was rather than celebrating what will
be. God’s creative acts start with a mighty wind. Sometimes, all we see is the destruction left
behind by that wind, the wreckage of what we loved that now no longer exists. Our eyes
overlook the green shoots of new life that have been given space to grow. We are quick to grieve
what has changed, and slow to celebrate the change our faithful God has brought to us.
On Reformation Sunday, October 27 come and celebrate the faithfulness of God. God is not
done with the church yet. God’s wind blows in our halls and in the lives of her people. God is
changing us still. We are the body of Christ. We are alive in the Kingdom of God. We will sing
old songs, but with new voices, and new songs with some old voices. Leave your nostalgia at
home and come ready to be excited for what God is doing today. God’s creative wind blows
here, still. Peace, Pastor Karl
Capital Campaign Celebration
Last year on Reformation Sunday, generous members of Messiah pledged over $150,000 for
three capital campaign projects to be completed. We ended up collecting over $180,000 by June
of 2019. By September 2019 we had ground and repaved our parking lot, tore off and replaced
our roof, and replaced our gutters and downspouts while covering our eves in long lasting vinyl.
We rewired our sanctuary lighting, too! This Reformation Sunday, we want to celebrate God’s
goodness to us. In worship, we will say thanks to the Property Committee for seeing these
projects through. Honor and remember Geoff Campbell who led us to do this work and Joe
Gulling our present property chairman who oversaw their completion. Plus, we will say thank
you to all who sacrificed so that our building will be a good gift for the next generation!
Grow in Scripture
Every week, adults have four great opportunities to grow in their understanding of scripture.
Messiah’s Adult Sunday School meets the first 3 Sundays of every month at 9:30 AM,
downstairs in classroom 111. Guided by retired Pastors George Hartman and Mac Kelly, our
goal is to educate, enlighten and engage in conversation about this Christian journey we are all
undertaking. We’d love to have you join us in Christian fellowship. They are currently studying
the Book of Psalms and they are working on a series on King David.
Wednesday mornings in our nursery at 11:30 AM, the pastors lead a group of bible enthusiasts as
we study together the book of Acts.
Thursday mornings at 6:30am at Marie Scramblers, Pastor Karl leads a group of friendly and
hungry men as they look at that same Acts text with new eyes and ears.
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Can’t make any of those times? No worries! Weekly, log onto our website or YouTube station
with your phone or desk computer to watch a 20-30 minute video of that same Book of Acts
lesson. Grow in love of God by immersing yourself in God’s word this year!
Did you know…
Monday through Thursday morning, we have nearly thirty adults in two classes learning
English? The ESL (English as a Second Language) classes are taught by teachers from Eastland
Vocational School. They will likely add a citizenship class after Christmas as they did last year,
too. The smiling faces of these new Americans that come to the class are signs of their
thankfulness that we have opened our doors and welcomed them. God’s hope is that we all share
our abundance. May God be praised by our work.

Youth Group & Confirmation Events
Volunteer to Serve at Dinner Theater
October 25th at 6:00pm
We’ve been asked to help serve at the Dinner Theater presented
by Messiah’s Seniors. We are very grateful that they will also be
donating to our Mission Trip Fund! Please sign up at
https://bit.ly/2oZk8sb
High School and Confirmation can sign up. Confirmation
students can use this as a “service note.”
Marmon Valley Farm Fall Fest!
November 2nd at 11:00am
Horseback riding, bonfire and food! Enjoy the Fall with us!
There are limited spots so sign up today. Cost is $30. Sign up
here: https://bit.ly/2oxVzlQ
High School and Confirmation can sign up.
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October Birthdays
1

Bryan Boswell
Mark Minshall
Allen Bartholomew
2
Lily Carlson
William Searls
3
Susan Armintrout
Alyse Powell
Amy Taylor
5
Katie Colburn
Donna Short
6
Sara Crist
Ashley Jutte
7
Barbara McClain
Grace Thatcher
8
Lori Gulling
Susan Moder
Ken Roslan
9
Ross Boring
Ed Kent
Darcie Nickolas
Ava Racette
10
Nick Johnson
Janelle Miller
11
Olivia Darling
Margie McCarthy
Ryan Sharrett
12
Lois Beery
Keith Eichhorn
Rebecca Johnston
Adam Lantis
Lisa Wilson
13

Grant Botley
Kassandra Diehm
Troy Johnston
Will Mosely
14
Chris Behl
Lisa Epperly
Maggie Fuller
Nancy Huskey
Carol Marik
Kathy Orr
Rachel Parson
Linda Resch
15
Sally Cochran
16
Tammy Kreemer
Connor Wittler
17
Sarah Morris
Robert Teague, Jr.
Phyllis Triona
19
Emily Bilinski
Brian Thaxton
20
Ava Schmandt
Patricia Speakman
Brent Yekisa
21
Clare Soppe
Jeff Tredway
22
Matthew Levering
Halle Mills
Jude Rider
23
Richard Hansgen
Edna Kuder
David Long
Cheri Wain
24
Ann Carmean

Bryson Eckelberry
Roger Morris
Ezekiel Schlett
Lindy Whitson
25
Jerry Keller
26
Christopher Smith-Hughes
Virginia Finney
Mark McCarty
Kaitlin Sayre
27
Samantha Morris
28
Jamie Barrett
Bob Hockstok
Sherri Weber
29
Craig Jones
Charles Morris
Patricia Roper
Kevin Stephenson
30
Jessica Lyons
31
James Messick
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Serving in our
worship this
month . . .
LECTORS
October 6
8:00 Jeanette Kuder
9:30 TBD
11:00 Sara Reidler
October 13
8:00
9:30 Howard Jones
11:00 Jim Diehm
October 20
8:00 Cheryl Kelly
9:30 Jane Stephenson
11:00 Nancy Becker
October 27
8:00 Glenn Harris
9:30 Hollye Burgess
11:00 Jim Henschen
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COMMUNION ASST’S
October 6
8:00 Glenn Harris
9:30 Chuck and Marie
Cochran, Linda Cochran,
Lori Gulling, Todd and
Susan Mountain, Howard
Jones, Pat Kurz
11:00 Sara Reidler, Melissa
Davidson
October 13
8:00 Barb Formentelli,
David Long
9:30 Scott and Caryl
Barrett, Alex and Yogie
Jeffy, Rob and Mary
Sharrett
11:00 Jim Henschen, Mike
Grimm
October 20
8:00 Roberta Hammond,
Debbie Glass
9:30 Adam and Abbey
Schlett, Sean and Jessica
Reiber, Beth Carmean,
George Hodge
11:00 Elaine Malzahn,
Lloyd Porter
October 27
8:00 Sally Long, Virginia
Finney

9:30 Hollye Burgess,
Anthony and Lesley
Kerkman, Ernie and Lisa
Underwood, Kacy and
Paula Tandy
11:00 Linda Sauter, Carol
Keiber
TRADITIONAL USHERS
8:00 The Jones Team
11:00 The Schmandt Team
SOUND SYSTEM 8:00
Oct. 6
Randy Wilson
Oct. 13 Mike Sneed
Oct. 20 Andy Moore
Oct. 27 Bryan Kuhn
SOUND SYSTEM 11:00
Oct. 6
Gary Schmandt
Oct.13
Gary Schmandt
Oct. 20
Gary Schmandt
Oct. 27
Gary Schmandt/
Nick Price
OCTOBER ETERNAL
CANDLE
Rich and Julie Mederer
October Altar Guild
Sue Kohler and Linda Sauter
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Refreshment Schedule for October

Date
October 6
October 13
October 20
October 27

8:00 a.m.
Denise Solt
Viola Shemas
Rochelle Morrison
Kathy Miller

9:30 a.m.
Barb McClain
Paula Tandy
Cindy Morris
Stacy Hogan

11:00 a.m.
Sally Wallace
Freddie Hessler
Rose Dobberstein
Linda Sauter

Date
October 6
October 13
October 20

8:00am
Keith Eichhorn
Roberta Hammond
Rob and Hal
Scheiderer
Robin and Reggie
Howorka

9:30am
Albright Family
Dawn Baughman

11:00am
Rita Jones
Sandy Keeny
Ben Kelch and Monica
Moore
Charlie and Ellie
Lepley

October 27

Shirley Clark
Chuck and Marie
Cochran

New Member Class
A special invitation
We are so glad you are here! If you like what you see, please consider
being a part of Messiah. Curious and want to know more? Beginning
on October 6th, there will be a four-week series of one hour classes,
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., on Sunday mornings, Oct. 6, 13, 20, and 27. New members will be
received November 10. Come and meet Pastor Karl and Pastor Liz, get to know other curious
people, find out what it means to be a church, what it means to be a church at Messiah, what
being part of the ELCA means. We will have a ministry fair where you will be able to meet
the leadership and find out about many of the ministries that are a part of Messiah, and most
importantly how you can become a part of it all! We will be meeting downstairs in room
111. There is coffee in the Fellowship Hall so grab a cup on your way to the class. It’s
not too late to join us.
Babysitting is provided in the nursery and there are Sunday School classes during this time for
3 year olds through 5th grade children. Children in middle school and above may attend the
New Member Classes with their parents if they choose to. There are activities on Wednesday
evenings for the older kids. We invite you to come to Messiah Night Dinner on Wednesdays.
After the meal there are activities for all ages.
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Please keep Pastor Karl and Pastor Liz in
your daily prayers, and September 2019 was also the 20th anniversary of Pastor
Karl's ordination. 20 years of ministry! We invite you to celebrate this with Pastor
Karl by sending him cards and/or signing the memory book in the Welcome
Center. Let's share in rejoicing!
You might even drop them a card or note to express your appreciation and love for them.

Calling all 3rd graders! We invite you to join us on Sunday October 20 from 5:007:00pm to explore how to use the bible through fun and games while eating some
tasty pizza! We would love for you to join us for the 3rd grade bible blessing on
Sunday, October 27 at the 9:30am service. You will receive a blessing along with
your very own bible! Please RSVP to Betsy Barkalow at
betsy.barkalow.cm@gmail.com
New Columbarium Update
Construction began this week with the foundation and the pouring of the concrete. Next week (hopefully on
Friday) a crane will be installing the columbarium on its cured foundation. Hopefully there will be minimal
of inconveniences while these operations are taking place. Please use caution while work is in progress.
Additional pavers and landscaping will be installed later to complement the existing layout. For information
regarding the Columbarium, pick up a flyer from the rack in the Gathering Place. A complete information
packet is available from the church office.

It’s time to update our prayer chain. If you would like to be a part of this vital ministry please sign up in the
Welcome Center this morning, or contact the church office. If you are already on the list and wish to remain
you don’t have to do anything. If you have questions about the prayer chain please contact Marge Seymour
or the church office. Thank you.
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On October 23 from 6:30-7:30pm, Messiah is hosting a Trunk or Treat event! There several
ways you can take part! There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center if you would like to decorate your
trunk, dress up, and pass out candy to our Trunk-or-Treaters. You can also help with games or crafts! Along
with that, we will have a Treat Walk (similar to a cake walk) and need people to donate baked goods for the
game. Please take a look at the various sign- up sheets in the Welcome Center. If you have any questions
about the event, please email Betsy Barkalow at betsy.barkalow.cm@gmail.com
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Messiah Lutheran Church
1200 Waggoner Road, Reynoldsburg OH 43068

HEART Harvest Festival
Sunday, November 10th
Featuring:

Capriccio Columbus
Under the direction of Larry Griffin, Artistic Director

At 3:30 PM
followed by:

HEART Benefit Meal
4:30 pm to 6:00 pm
Chicken & Noodles, Mashed Potatoes, and Dessert
Ticket: $9.00 Children 5-12 $5.00 Children 4 and under FREE
*(carry out available)

Exceptional Silent Auction & Door
Prizes
From 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM
All proceeds benefit the Reynoldsburg HEART Food Pantry
Contact church office for ticket at 614-866-4386
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Messiah’s Free Fresh Produce Market Cancelled
Exciting news bulletin: HEART Food Pantry is expanding and will become The Mid-Ohio Market At
HEART on November 5th, 2019.
HEART will focus on Fresh produce, meat, eggs, milk, cheese and some shelf Staple items. Families will be
able to visit The Market weekly for “Free Fresh and Nutritious Food”. Therefore, we will no longer need to
host Produce Markets. Mid-Ohio wants to focus their efforts on providing fresh produce on a weekly basis
to the Markets so our neighbors will have fresh produce every week.
Our Neighbors and community have benefited so much over the years from the dedication of Messiah and
HEART volunteers to host the Produce Markets. Through Messiah’s efforts it has helped to show the need in
our community for more assistance. This helped to HEART being selected to become a Mid-Ohio Market.
Our neighbors will benefit even more from receiving fresh produce weekly. Messiah volunteers have an
opportunity to volunteer at The Market at HEART and continue providing fresh produce to our neighbors. If
you are interested in volunteering, please contact the new Director of Volunteers, Gessica Peraza at
614-600-6065.

Christmas Cookie Sale - Mark your calendar for the Cookie Sale on Dec. 15.
Think now what kind of cookie you will make and donate. All proceeds to the ministry
at Joseph's Coat. More details to follow in November.

Seeing Race Through Faith: A dialogue and training for lay and rostered leaders.
Racism takes many forms in the world. Attacks on Synagogues, White Supremacists rallies, and a young
Lutheran picking up a gun, walking into Mother Emanuel Church in South Carolina, and killing 9 people.
How are we called to confront the legacy of slavery and Jim Crow in our world? How can we recognize our
own blind spots and grow in a better understanding of how baptism calls us to respond.
This training will be from 10 -2 at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Columbus on October 19th. This training
will be of value for both lay congregational leaders and members as well as pastors and deacons.
https://www.southernohiosynod.org/aws/SOS/pt/sd/calendar/105585/_PARENT/layout_details/false
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