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Don’t miss the special blessing for our teachers and students as they head
back to school this year.
Join us Sunday, August 26, 2018 at 8:00, 9:30 or 11:00 a.m.
Details inside….

For questions, or if you would like to be removed from our mailings, please call the church office at 614-866-4386.

From the pastor…
Matthew 25:35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
Miriam is from Honduras, with two American children. She arrived in our country
fifteen years ago. She fled her home and made that dangerous journey north, because
of violence that she endured and fear of her future if she stayed. She hopes to become a citizen.
In the midst of her legal pursuit of asylum status, she was given a notice of deportation. Instead
of reporting to be deported, she moved into offices at First English Church with her children
while she continues her appeals for asylum. First English has informed law enforcement of her
location while she fights to stay. Past administrations have not entered a church to arrest and
deport people and our current administration has not yet, either.
Miriam’s story engenders compassion within me. I cannot condone that she came into this
country illegally but the fear that led her to that decision breaks my heart. Once here, I cannot
fathom building a life in a place knowing that it can all be taken away with a deportation notice.
What kind of constant worry and pressure must that bring a person? When faced with
deportation, she had the impossible choice of either leaving her American children behind in
foster care, or return them to a country they have never known, a place of violence so bad that
she uprooted her entire life to flee. We need borders and laws, but there are stories behind the
children of God who break our laws at the border.
Central to my understanding of who God is and who God calls us to be is welcoming. As the
church, the body of Christ in this broken world, we welcome whoever knocks on our door. This
is easy to do most of the time when the people who knock have stories that are morally
unambiguous. However, the longer I am in ministry the more I believe that none of our stories
are truly morally unambiguous. Which is why I believe Jesus’ command in Matthew 25 is so
simple. Hear the knock. Open the door. Listen to the need. Provide mercy and care. No one has
done anything to deserve our care. No one has done anything that would warrant a denial of care.
First English, twenty years ago, was a dying congregation with members who drove in from the
suburbs to worship at the church they grew up. The neighborhood around First English
frightened her members as inner city poverty increased the crime rate. First English’s doors were
unlocked only one day a week, Sunday. God resurrected First English and gave her a new heart
for the neighborhood and wonderful ministry followed. This started when they flung their doors
open and said welcome. The majority of the worshippers now on Sunday live in the
neighborhood. Seven days a week the church is abuzz with activity, including two weekly meals
for the community, free children’s programming and more. Messiah with other congregations
supports their ministry with a small monthly contribution of $150. Plus, we serve a meal from
their kitchen every other month.
I have heard from parishioners about this new ministry for Miriam and her family that First
English has begun. Most are excited about the work First English has chosen to do, while several
parishioners have told me they do not support it. Their objections have been concerns for the
Church helping someone break the law. I hear this. I understand the concern. Helping First
English help Miriam, even in just the small ways we have been asked so far, while not illegal
might be the wrong decision. However, it is an error made on the side of grace not judgment.
This seems the spirit of Matthew 25.

I hope all will have compassion for Miriam and her family. Even if one firmly believes she
should be deported, this does not negate their call to show mercy and recognize her hardship.
Once, when I was troubled, a child of God opened the door when I knocked and people of faith
took care of me. No one asked, ‘what did I do’. They simply asked me, ‘what can I do’. May we
open the door and welcome the child of God on the other side who needs our care. God bless all
involved as we struggle in this broken world to be people of grace, mercy and love.
Peace,
Pastor Karl

Summer Book Study: Everything Happens for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved, by Kate
Bowler
Join me for two Wednesdays, August 22 and August 29 at 7:00 in the Nursery. We will have two
discussions about this memoir of a Duke University Seminary Professor in her late thirties who
is fighting stage 4 cancer. The short book is touching, funny and asks good questions about
where is God when all this happens to us and how can we serve each other best when we are in
need. To participate best in the class, the book should be read before the first class. We will
spend the first week talking about the book, sharing our favorite parts and asking the questions it
brings. We will spend the second week addressing some of those questions about faith and God
specifically, if not finding answers at least wondering together. This is one of my favorite books
I have read this summer and I am excited to share it with you. Books are available in the
Welcome Center for you to purchase ($15.00) or you can buy it online or at Barnes and Noble.
Peace,
Pastor Karl

Student/Teacher/Backpack Blessing
Mark your calendar now for a special Student/Teacher/Backpack blessing that will happen at all
of our worship services on Sunday, August 26. We will surround our students and teachers
laying hands and praying for them. Messiah Christian School will participate. MCS teachers and
students will come for a blessing, and then meet their teachers for an open house. After the 9:30
Worship Service, we will have a bouncy house, hot dogs and games for the kids. It should be a
fun day for all. A book fair will be set up in the Welcome Center for all children. Come, be a part
of this and tell your neighbors and family. We can all use God’s blessing.

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY
“I was in prison and you visited me.”
Matthew 25:36

The Kairos Prison Ministry program shows prison residents, and those who work with them
God’s love and forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ, and allows them to grow in faith and in
Christian community. There will be singing, praying, laughing, crying and a lot of love and
forgiveness. The Kairos team has served the Hocking Prison at Nelsonville for the past 10 years.
Early this year, this prison was closed for good. Our Kairos team has been working to serve at
the Southeastern Institution Prison in Lancaster. We will be presenting our fall weekend for the
first time on October 4, 5, 6 &7. This will been known as SCI #1. Rich Mederer will be the
Kairos team leader for this event. Our Kairos team at Messiah has grown to include Lloyd
Porter, Doug Arnold, Ben Kelch and Ziggie Kurz. Mac Kelly is also part of our team. The new
Kairos team in Lancaster needs to be about three times larger than at Hocking. The prison
population at Hocking was about 500. The population at Lancaster is about 2500.
Prayer is the heart of Kairos. You have an opportunity to join us through prayer utilizing the
prayer chain strips that state your prayer day and times for the weekend event between Thursday,
October 4th and Sunday, October 7th. Posters and placemats are also part of the agape we bring
into the prison. Our children have always generated the placemats to be used by the inmates at
the weekend meals that Kairos serves.
Cookies are also shared during the weekend and we are responsible to provide 400-500 dozen
cookies. You can help by contributing to the cost of the ingredients. Food is also brought in so
that the team and the residents can eat together. The costs to cover food and supplies are borne
by the volunteers individually along with donations from their churches. Your generous
donations will help support your Messiah members engaged in this powerful ministry.
More info as we proceed will be presented in the Messiah Bulletin Boards.
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Aug. 26

Gary Schmandt

AUGUST ETERNAL CANDLE
Suzanne and Gary Schmandt

LECTORS

Aug. 5
8:00 Joe Elliott
9:30 Hollye Burgess
11:00 Sara Reidler
Aug. 12
8:00 David Long
9:30 Howard Jones
11:00 Sally Long
Aug. 19
8:00 Debbie Glass
9:30 Jane Stephenson
11:00 Jim Diehm
Aug. 26
8:00 Carol Kokai
9:30 Melissa Stonerook
11:00 Melissa Davidson
TRADITIONAL USHERS
8:00 The Scheiderer Team
11:00 The Henschen Team
SOUND SYSTEM 8:00
Aug. 5 Bryan Kuhn
Aug. 12 Randy Wilson
Aug. 19 Brian McClain
Aug. 26 Andy Moore
SOUND SYSTEM 11:00
Aug. 5
Jacob Price/Mike
Kirkwood
Aug. 12 Gary Schmandt
Aug. 19 Jude Rider/Gary
Schmandt

COMMUNION ASST'S
Aug. 5
8:00 Mac and Cheryl Kelly
9:30 Mike and Terri Janks,
Barbara McClain, Ross,
Vickie and Leighlyn
McClain, Don and Dee Gabe
11:00 Jim Keeny, Michael
Grimm
Aug. 12
8:00 Caryl Barrett, Debbie Glass
9:30 Stacy Hogan, Jean Lantis,
Dan and Theresa Newell,
Laric and Patsy O’Dell, Pat
Roper, Bill Sampson, Amy
Canan
11:00 Phyllis Sneed, Richard
Hansgen
Aug. 19
8:00 Linda Sauter, Sally Long
9:30 Jim Diehm, Melissa
Stonerook, Bob and Carol
Kohs, Dan and Elaine
Majoy, Eric and Vicki
Morris
11:00 Elaine Malzahn
Aug. 26
8:00 Helen Schonhardt, Carol
Keiber
9:30
Chuck and Marie
Cochran, Linda Cochran,
Lori Gulling, Susan and
Todd Mountain, Howard
Jones, Pat Kurz
11:00
Elaine Malzahn, Deb
Drumm

NURSERY NANNY
Amy Canan, Tina Kerr,
Sarah Kerr, Liz Newell

ALTAR GUILD
Sara Stevenson and Heather Moore

This month’s altar flowers are
given by:
August 5

Judy Hodge

August 12 Connie Hoy and
Martha Koepplin
August 19 Carol Keiber, Mike
and Jean Lantis
August 26 John and Joann
Saffell, Lois Beery

Refreshments for August
Date
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

Date

8:00
Norma Schweikert
Clara Jones
Biruta Buckenberger
Barb Formentelli

9:30
Cindy Morris
Amy Yekisa
Sherri Houghton
Donna Short

August 19

8:00
Biruta Buckenberger
and Denise Solt
Helen Schonhardt and
Ed Todd
Keith Eichorn

August 26

Roberta Hammond

August 5
August 12

11:00
Phyllis Lumpkin
Caryl Barrett
Debbie Glass
Virginia Finney

9:30
Yogie Jeffy

11:00
Ellie and Charlie
Lepley

Karen Mills
Shontaya and Joe
Phinisee
Janeen Smith-Hughes

Elaine Malzahn
Angela and Keith
Marshall
Nora O’Reilly

Servant Opportunities this month:
August 2

First English (Contact - Georganna Price)

August 2

Ronald McDonald House (Contact - Kay Arnold)

August 14

Free Produce Market (Contact - Margaret Messick)

August 20

Y Family Center (Contact - Suzanne Schmandt)

August 23

Faith on 8th (Contact - Dave Long)

Messiah Produce Market
The next Free Produce Market is August 14th serving neighbors from
3:00 to 6:00; come out and give a few hours of your time.

VISION HEALTH INTERNATIONAL
In the last 13 years Messiah has sent almost1500 pairs of your used prescription eyeglasses to Vision
International. This non-profit organization is staffed by professionals who not only volunteer their time
but also pay all of their own travel expenses, travels to Central and South America to provide eye care
and vision restoration services at no charge to people who would not have the care otherwise. The
results are life changing for the recipients allowing them to lead much improved lives with social
acceptance, school, jobs, community participation, independence in the family, etc.
You may place your unbroken glasses in the collection bin in Fellowship. Ask family, neighbors, and coworkers if they have any to contribute. Many pairs of glasses lie forgotten in drawers. The next batch
will be sent in mid- September.
A BIG thank you to Erni and Mano Orso for volunteering to take over this vital ministry.

Yeala, Liberia School Supplies Drive
This year we are excited to work with our member, Yogi Jeffy, to collect supplies for Yeala
Elementary School in Yeala, Liberia, her hometown. The school expects to have 500 students this
year ranging from pre-school to 6th grade. We will be collecting these supplies until Sunday, August
26th when, as part of our Student/Teacher Blessing, we will bless these supplies.
Needed Materials:
Science and Math textbooks, Reams of paper, Dictionaries, Teaching materials, Pencils, Pens,
Writing Pads, Backpacks, Books for Library
A table will be in the Welcome Center for your donations.

Below is a list of items we have received to date for the November 11, 2018
Harvest Meal Silent Auction
If you have a company or service or want to personally donate an item we would be very
appreciative. For any questions or concerns please contact Karen Leidel at
leidelkaren@yahoo.com or 614-755-5828 (home).

2018 Harvest Meal Silent Auction Donations
Advanced Auto Parts- Bucket of car detailing/ cleaning supplies (value $75)
BalletMet- 2 Nutcracker tickets (value $144)
BD Mongolian Grill- gift cards (value $50)
Bicycle One- Helmet (value $70)
B Spot Burgers- 2 Shirts, 2 Cookbooks, $35 Gift Card (value $125)
Camelot Cellars- $50 toward wine crafting experience
Carrabba’s Italian Grill- Gift cards (value $30)
Cazuelas Mexican Cantinas- 5 $10 Gift Certificates (value $50)
Chick-Fil-A- Gift cards (value $25)
City of Gahanna- 4 Golf Passes (value $44)
City of Gahanna- 6 Pool Passes (value $54)
Charles Penzones- Gift Certificate (value $50)
Cleveland Monsters- 2 tickets (value $40)
Columbus Zoo- Tour behind the scene for 8 (value $500)
Cooper Hawk Winery- Wine Tasting for 4 (value $48)
COSI- 2 General Admission Passes (value $50)
Creative Paints- 2 Gallon of Aura Paint (value $149.98)
Culver’s of Reynoldsburg- 1 pint of frozen custard a month for a year (value $53)
Dick Masheter Ford- Car Detailing (value $140)
Donatos- 2 Coupons for a Free One Topping Pizza (value $28.60)
El Vaquero Mexican Restaurant- Gift Certificate (value $25)
Flip Side- Gift Card (value $25)
Frisch’s Big Boy- Gift Certificate (value $25)
Funny Bone Comedy Club- 2 Show Passes for 2 (value $140)
Gahanna Lanes- 5 Free Games (value $27.50)
Giant Eagle- Gift Card (value $20)
Graeters- 2 $10 Gift Certificate (value $20)
Grismer Tire & Auto Service Center- 5 Oil Changes (value $150)
Hofbrauhaus- 2 Dinner Entrees(value $32)

Hickory House- Gift Certificate (value $25)
Hollywood Casino- Gift Basket (value $100)
IHOP- 4 Coupons for $10 off 4 Meals (value $40)
Ice Cream Rollery- 5 Free Signature Rolls (value $32.25)
Jordan’s Deli & Catering- Gift Certificates (value $30)
Kym’s Canvas- Gift Certificate (value $50)
Lazer Kraze- Gift Certificate (value $50)
Lifeway Christian Store- Holman Study Bible, The Conviction To Lead by Albert
Mohler, Top 25 Hymns The Old Rugged Cross CD, and WOW Gospel 2017 CD
(value $130)
Magic Mountain- Coupons for 2 free pizzas and beverages & 4 activity passes for
60 tokens each (value $120)
Melt Bar & Grill- Gift Card (value $25)
Milanos- Gift Card (value $20)
Mod Pizza- Gift Certificate for 8 Pizzas and 8 Beverages (value $95)
Northstar Café- Gift Card (value $25.00)
Ohio State Fair- 4 General Admission Tickets ($40.00)
Oilerie- Private Tasting of Appetizers & Dessert Prepared Using Oilerie Products (value $150)
Old Bag of Nails- Gift Certificate (value $25)
Olive Garden- 2 Gift Certificates (value $50)
101 Beer Kitchen- Gift Card (value $25)
Pigskin Brewing- Free Growler and Free Pigskin Rewards Premium Mug Club Membership (value
$60)
Pittsburgh Steelers- Autographed Photo
NAPA- 2 JAMPAC (wireless speaker, hand-free calling, dual USB power banks, jump starts cars,
LED flashlight (value $200)
Roosters- 2 $25 Gift Certificates (value $25)
Rule (3)- 14 Coupons for 1 Hour of Bowling for up to 6 Bowlers (value $252)
Rusty Bucket- Gift Certificate (value $25)
Shadowbox Live- 8 Tickets to Afternoon & 8 Tickets Evening Shows (value $320)
Sherwin Williams- 2 Gallons of Paint & Mini Roller Kit (value $140)
Tee Jaye’s Country Place Restaurants- 3 Certificates for 2 Free Dinners for 2 (value $60)
Twist on Olives- Free Bottle of Oil and Vinegar of Your Choice (value $30)
Vick’s Gourmet Pizzeria- Gift Card (value $20)
Individual Donations:
Hand Knitted Women’s Sweater (Karen Leidel), Women Hat and Mitten Set (Karen Leidel),
Children’s Lion Scarf (Karen Leidel), American Girl Doll Clothes (Joann Buck, Theresa Cattell &
Karen Leidel), Felted Purse (Karen Leidel)

How would you like to add a new dimension to your Messiah worship
experience this fall?
Prayerfully listen to your ‘still, small inner voice’ that has been saying, “It’s
time to sing in a choir!” That is God’s Spirit urging you to make 2018 the
time to make it happen!
Come and see why Martin Luther’s quote, “When you sing, you pray twice”
makes a lot of sense. Experience for yourself how this happens when you join
others singing with a joyful spirit in the Chancel Choir!
Welcome to the first gathering in Fritz Hall on
Thursday evening, AUGUST 23, 2018
Rehearsal will begin at 7 PM with Full Choir.
*No prior voice training or choir experience required!
**Please let Kay know of your interest by calling
614-580-4791 or email mysticKM7@gmail.com.

Know Your

Messiah Chancel Choir!

M
M
S

otto:

SOLI DEO GLORIA!

(To God Alone the Glory!)

ission Statement:
“It is the mission of the Messiah Lutheran Chancel Choir to musically enhance
our worship services and to prepare our hearts to praise and receive the
proclaimed word of God. The choral music offered is a means to teach, comfort,
inspire and motivate the congregation. The dedication of this choir to high
musical standards and consistent musical leadership requires commitment from
every member.”

logan:
“Body, mind, spirit and voice…it takes the whole person to sing and rejoice!”
--Helen Kemp

C

hoir members comments:
What do you like best about singing in Chancel Choir?
--the people and the songs.
--the caliber and variety of the music we sing.
--it’s a great group ministry.
--singing praises to God; laughing and having fun.
--camaraderie of the group and practicing my craft (singing!)
--I like everything about it!

**New Choir members are welcome to join ANY TIME of the choir year!

Messiah is one of the sponsors for this upcoming event at Peace Lutheran
Church. We hope you plan to attend. If you have any questions please call
the church office.

A beautiful sketch by our very talented artist, Liz Newell.

Train a child in the way they should go, and when they are old they will not turn
from it.
Proverbs 22:6
Messiah Christian School completed another successful year as a ministry of the church. Our wonderful
and caring teachers are taking a well-deserved summer hiatus, but will be rested and ready to return on
September 4th as we open our doors and welcome back our returning and new families. We are proud to
serve Reynoldsburg and the neighboring communities by providing a Christian education for children ages
three through kindergarten. Our classes emphasize the academic, physical, social and spiritual
development of each child. We offer both part time and full time class options along with before and after
school programs at reasonable tuition rates (church members receive a 5% discount). We still have a few
spaces available and would love to enroll your child. We also offer a referral program with friends of the
school receiving either a $25 tuition credit or payment when a family they refer enrolls a child at the
school.
Registration paperwork is available in the school office or online at www.messiahchristianschool.org.
Please contact Lisa Powers at 614-864-3506 or lpowers@messiahchristianschool.org for more information
or to set up a tour.
Come learn and explore with us!

Getting To Know You Group - August 26th, 2018 at 6pm
We are looking forward to hosting another Getting to Know You Party! This is a group for any and all adults
who attend Messiah church. We come together 3 or 4 times a year to meet other people who attend Messiah.
We ask people to bring an appetizer or dessert to share and we will provide drinks. Look for the sign-up sheet
in the gathering space.
Hope to see you at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Doug & Kay Arnold, 12485 Teal Lane, Pickerington.
Questions: Donna & Geoff Campbell 614-575-1466
Doug & Kay Arnold
614-361-1790

Messiah Nights Begin September 12
We are asking you to help supply us with some items needed in the kitchen. It is a very busy place
and we need to replace items from time to time. This is completely voluntary and we don’t want to
pressure anyone.
New Dish Towels
New Dish Cloths (rags)
Pot Holders
Scrubbers for pots and pans
Vegetable Brushes
Clorox Bleach
Dawn or Palmolive
Cash Donations for Pots and Pans that need replaced.

Youth Group Kick-Off
Sunday, August 26th
5:30pm
Adults and high school students are invited to come out for our youth group kick-off! We will have
dinner, play a game (the epic rematch between adults and youth - current score: Adults in lead, 2-0)
and give an orientation on the year to come. New students and returning students are encouraged to
come with their parents/guardians. Join us!

Stay Tuned: Small Groups at Messiah
We are excited to start a new ministry at Messiah. Small groups will cover various topics and be led
by members of our congregation. These groups will be spaces where we will share, learn, support one
another and grow in Christ. Keep your eyes opened for more information to come and be ready to
sign up in the fall!

