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I’m sure that, like me, many of you have been watching the recent
videos of youth expressing their outrage, grief and demands in
response to the most recent school shooting. Like me, you may be
impressed by their desire to act from their convictions.
It has caused me to reflect on the importance of how we respond and
relate to our youth. What are the narratives we communicate to and about our young people
through our words and actions?
We often separate them into “good” youth and “bad” youth, just as easily as we judge ourselves
and other adults. And when we find ourselves particularly anxious and frustrated, our
conversations and attitudes may revolve around certain kinds of questions: What choices are they
making?? (“The wrong ones!”) What values do they have?? (“The wrong ones!”) Where are
they?? (“The wrong places!”) We may criticize their fashions, comment on their pop culture,
shrug off their passion for naiveté, view them only as shallow and misguided, or judge them for
their pain.
But I think back to my own “coming of age” and the adults who helped to guide me through that
period. Those adults in my life who made the biggest impression on me were ones who valued
my experience and my perspective - which is really to say, they valued me. They gave me the
tools to be curious about my life, and they often modeled this curiosity by asking me about my
experience and perspective. When critique or correction was needed they did so through that
same lens of loving curiosity. They viewed me as having agency just where I was and as I was.
They loved and empowered me in all my complexity.
I suspect that those youth who are organizing themselves today are surrounded by adults who
have done these same things.
Which brings me to the Church: How do we talk about our youth? How do we engage with our
youth? Often we talk of our children as the “future of the Church,” but in fact, they are the
Church already. God has gifted them already. Their lives have been filled with many experiences
already. They have experienced hurt and joy and have hopes and fears, just as we do. And they
have something to say about it. They have something to teach us through it - whether or not they
are very eloquent about it; whether or not they first appear to us as “good” or “bad” kids.
So this month I encourage you to be curious about the experiences of our young people, both
inside and outside the church. Within our community at Messiah, I encourage you to view our
youth as the body of Christ, right here, right now. Learn their names, tell them that you missed
seeing them when they miss a Sunday, and be curious without judgment.
Our children are not our future; they are our present. They are the Church. Just as they are.
God’s peace,
Pastor Liz
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Lenten Midweek Worship
Keep your Lenten Promises by attending the beautiful thirty minute
worship at the end of our Messiah Night activities. Join us in our
sanctuary at 7:30 during the season of Lent to enjoy scripture, prayer,
a short homily and special music from one of our many choirs. You
will leave refreshed.

We began taking orders for Easter Lilies on Sunday, February 18 and will continue through March 4. The
cost is $7.00. Envelopes are in the pews. Please indicate on your envelope how you would like your lily
dedicated.

Girl Sunday, March 4, 2018
Messiah Lutheran Church will be recognizing all Girl Scouts from our
community at the 9:30am service on March 4. The service will include a special
Children's Message, Scout Blessing, Slideshow, and a reception following the
service. Please contact Betsy Barkalow at Betsy.Barkalow.CM@gmail.com if
your child/troop/den is planning on participating. Please come to the church by
9:15am wearing your uniform and bring with you any flags or banners for the processional. We look
forward to celebrating the good gift of Scouts. Invite your friends to come too!

Summer Trip - Middle School
Our Confirmation and Middle School youth are invited to go to Living Water Ministries
camp this summer (New Era, MI). The dates are July 8th - 13th. Pick up a flyer in the
welcome center and talk to Jim Diehm for more information. Sign up, on line, by
February 28th to save $35! Scholarships and Fundraising will be available.

PASTORAL SURVEY 2018
Please follow the link below by March 18th to give feedback to the pastors. Thank you!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pastorsurvey2018
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Serving in our
worship this month
LECTORS
March 4
8:00 Bob Finney
9:30 Jane Stephenson
11:00 Sara Reidler
March 11
8:00 Debbie Glass
9:30 Aleks Ripple
11:00 Jim Henschen
March 18
8:00
9:30 Sabrina Ripple
11:00 Nancy Becker
March 25
8:00 David Long
9:30
11:00 Sally Long
March 29
7:30 Alisa Limbers
ACOLYTES
March 4
11:00 Emma Carlson
March 11
11:00
March 18
8:00
11:00
March 25
11:00 Emma Carlson
Acolytes for Lenten Services
7:30 p.m.
March 7
March 14
March 21

COMMUNION ASST’S
March 4
8:00 Debbie Glass, Carol
Keiber
9:30 Chuck and Marie
Cochran, Linda Cochran, Lori
Gulling, Susan and Todd
Mountain, Howard Jones, Pat
Kurz
11:00 Elaine Malzahn, Suzanne
Schmandt
March 11
8:00 David and Sally Long
9:30 Scott and Caryl Barrett,
Alex and Yogie Jeffy, Mary
and Rob Sharrett
11:00 Virginia Finney, Sara
Reidler
March 18
8:00 Barb Formentelli, Caryl
Barrett
9:30 Abbey Schlett, Sean and
Jessica Reiber, Beth Carmean,
George Hodge
11:00 Melissa Davidson, Mike
Cochran
March 25
8:00 Glenn and Kim Harris
9:30 Donna and Geoff
Campbell, Hollye Burgess,
Lesley and Anthony
Kerkman, Ernie and Lisa
Underwood, Paige Hanf,
Paula and Kacy Tandy
11:00 Sue Jamison, Jim
Henschen
March 29 Maundy Thursday
7:30 Barb Formentelli,
Suzanne Schmandt
TRADITIONAL USHERS
8:00 The Kuhn Team
11:00 The Parson Team

SOUND SYSTEM 8:00
March 4 Brian McClain
March 11 Andy Moore
March 18 Bryan Kuhn
March 25 Randy Wilson

(SOUND SYSTEM (11:00)
March 4 Jude Rider/Gary
Schmandt
March 11 Gary Schmandt
March 18 Jacob Price/Gary
Schmandt
March 25 Gary Schmandt
NURSERY NANNY
Amy Canan,
Tina and Sarah Kerr
Elizabeth Newell
MARCH ALTAR GUILD
Linda Sauter and Sue Kohler
ETERNAL CANDLE
Cindy Owens
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March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Date
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8:00

9:30

11:00

Barb Formentelli
Rochelle Morrison
Kathy Miller
Rob Scheiderer

Donna Short
Jennifer Wittler
Theresa Janks
Bessie McGarvey

Virginia Finney
Nancy Hoffman
Ethel Cochran
Nancy Becker

8:00 Service

March 4
March 11

Barb Formentelli
Sally Cochran

March 18
March 25

Bob and Sara Crist
Tom and Clara Jones

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 11.

9:30 Service
Alex and Yogi Jeffy
Donna Campbell,
Riley Albright
Lori Gulling
Becky and Mike
Kirkwood Family

11:00 Service
Nora O’Reilly
Donna Campbell and
Riley Albright
Sally Wallace
Nancy Becker

Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour before going

to bed Saturday night, March 10.

Have you always wanted to be in a band? Kids from 2nd through 12th grades are
invited to join Messiah's 2018 Youth Praise Band.






No experience necessary.
Rehearsals are Sundays 10:45 - 12:00 from Mar 4 - Apr 22.
o INCLUDING EASTER SUNDAY!
You must attend at least 7 of the 8 rehearsals.
You must be available ALL MORNING on Sunday, Apr 29.

SIGN UP ONLINE: http://messiahlutheran.net/youth-praise-band-2018/
Questions? Email Michelle at tuozzo@yahoo.com
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Joann Haner
Wendy Morris
Jacob Price
Jenifer Shaw
Stacey Bergstrom
Zachary Clementz
Vince Colburn
Elias Cremer
Kayla Hill
Carol Kohs
Sara Smith
Pam Zwick
Carolyn Asar
Kane Miller
Paul Matthews
Robert Thornton
Harley Enmen
Axel Kreimeier
Linda Timberlake
Lesha Boardman
Theresa Newell
Jameson Mosely
Janet Jones
Richard Mederer
Kelzey Wilson
Debbie Corcoran
Jason Messick
Seth Nickolas
Joseph Armintrout
Daman Diawara
Karrie Finke
Kelly Fullam
Gail Blackburn
Norrie Colburn
Julie Eckelberry
Kiara Hennessy
Jerry Herring
Stella Eck
Terri Janks
Sandy Schnaitman
Emily Corcoran
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1
1

3

4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11

12
13

14

15
16

17

Jennifer Miller
Colt Weber
Al Smith
Joe Elliott
Chip Martin
Alvin Smith
Dalton DeLaughder
Brittney McKenna
Norman Vesely
Hannah Lindsey
Tyler Worthington
Tim Carlson
Fred McLeod
Tim Eck
Eva Fogt
Pam Taylor
Yoli Dunham
Carol Kokai
Ray Olson
Ruth Sickles
Dave Glass
Aubrey Brown
Tracy Schuricht
Trey Albert
Rodney Bluhm
Andy Keller
Kassaundra Majoy
Mike Cochran
Harvey Thomas
Danielle Bartholomew
Gretchen Rice
Stephen Schuricht
Jane Stephenson
Jenny Van Buren

18
19

21
22
23
24
25

26

27
28
29

30
31
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Plots for growing your own vegetables,
herbs, etc.
10 x 20 plots (approximately)
Free (limited number available)
Behind our parsonage located at
1160 Waggoner Road

An informational meeting will be held at Messiah
Lutheran Church on Monday, March 26 at 6:30pm. Open
to all. You do not have to be a member of Messiah to
enjoy the use of the plots.
Please contact Jimmy Orr at (614-286-3209 or
wineorr@yahoo.com ) or Kathy Orr at
cybrarian47@yahoo.com if you have any questions, or
call the church office at 614-866-4386.
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Joseph's Coat
Joseph’s Coat needs YOU! - Are you a mom with kids who has a few hours to
spare each week? Are you newly retired and seeking something worthwhile to do
with all your new time? Do you just find too much time on your hands? Joseph’s
Coat has just the answer for you.
Come and volunteer with us. If you have lots of time or a little time, we need your
help. Joseph’s Coat offers help to families or individuals struggling with material
poverty. We provide clothing, household goods, and furniture to those who truly
need help. And… we are very flexible. You can volunteer with us in many areas and at many
times. We guarantee you will enjoy working with the other volunteers because we all have a
heart for helping people. Do you? We're close by at 240 Outerbelt St about 1/2 mi. E. of Mt.
Carmel off E. Broad. Please contact Michele at michele@josephs-coat.org or call and leave a
message at 614-863-1371.

HEART FOOD PANTRY
Would you enjoy stocking shelves and preparing food to be distributed to
your neighbors in need?
Thursdays from 9:00 AM until 11 or 11:30, HEART needs helpers to
assist the day supervisor in preparing the pantry for Thursday evening
volunteers and neighborhood shoppers.
If you are interested contact Margaret Messick, Operations Coordinator at
heartpantry@gmail.com or call/text
614-999-5592.

Altar Flowers – We have lots of slots available to dedicate altar flowers each Sunday. Please
stop by and sign up on the 2018 Altar Flower Calendar posted on the bulletin board directly
across from the church office. You can also call the church office to see which dates that are
open.

The Senior Saints continue to work hard on their Lenten music. It is never too late to join
this lively music group. It is almost time to schedule our nursing home tours for the summer of
2018. You do not have to be a part of the Senior Saint choir to join our summer tour to the local
nursing homes. Rehearsals for this journey will begin after Easter.
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Haikus
During the January Retreat for Confirmation and Middle School we learned
about Discipleship.
Below are Haikus we wrote as part of our discovery, some fun, some
serious.
Discipleship, by Skylar
Words like up, in, out
Means the word Discipleship
We’re God’s family

Ouch:
Disciples try to
Go to Jerusalem while
Burning their feet. Ouch.
Untitled:

Service Reflection:
12 diff’rent people
But out of the ten people
2 have the same name

Helping move God’s plan
Reflection, trusting, service
Together in love

Praying:
Untitled:
Holy is the Lord
Praying for your love in me
Bible tells God’s story

Disciples follow
The 3-in-one in 3 ways
Up, in, out – that’s it

Praying:
Discipleship:
Quiet and peaceful
Grows Relationship with God
Quiet, Peaceful, Yay!

Reaching up for God
Means being there for your peers
Throughout thick and thin

Young and Old:
Discipleship, by Jasmine:
Laughing and Caring
Naps we would all like to have
Move on we must go

Up, In, and Out, being
In a relationship with God
There is not a doubt

“The Three Within”:
We love him, by Abby:
Discipleship (up)
We follow Jesus with(in)
(Out)side the word spreads

God’s Relationships
Matter so much to you and me
We always love him
Live:

Eating and Sharing
Spend time with family and friend
Community of Faith
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How can we build community?
How do we grow caring friendships, have Christ centered relationships, and
develop a group of people who will work together and support each other?
Who will you worship with, serve with and spend time with in the next 4, 5, 6
years?
Travel to Michigan and spend a week together, and build community.
Our Summer trip is to:
Living Water Ministries

7898 W Stony Lake Rd, New Era, MI 49446

http://www.elcalivingwater.com/about/about-living-water-ministries/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWaterCamps
http://www.elcalivingwater.com/PDF/LWMFall2017NewsletterFINAL.pdf
Mission of Living Water Ministries:
Bringing together all of God’s children to experience Christian community, grow in faith, develop leadership
skills, and serve others. With daily group bible study time and:
• Swimming
• Canoeing
• Paddle Boards
• Aquatic Blob
• Archery
• Hammocking
• Gaga Ball

• Skillshops
• Bible Study
• Worship
• High Ropes
• Low Ropes
• Zip Line
• Crate Stacking

• Field Games
• Campfires
• Service Projects
• Horseback Riding (fee)
• Lake Michigan
• Camp Cookout

Campers become part of building a great camp community through team-building activities, low and high ropes courses, and shared
time spent learning more about God and each other. Group and personal challenges are overcome as we become more confident in
ourselves, the community, and our relationship with Christ.

Confirmation Camp | $400
For grades 6-8

Sign up with Jim Diehm and Living Waters website, before 2/28/18.
●
●
●
●
●

Save $35 by signing up during February, no deposit required.
http://www.elcalivingwater.com/summerschedulerates/ (Sign up here)
Fundraisers will help reduce the cost.
Final payment due 6/8/18 – paid directly to camp.
Scholarships Available!
For information regarding available scholarships from Living Water Ministries please contact their
office via e-mail or phone at 231-861-4138.
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Palm Sunday
March 25, 2018
The service begins with a parade of palms to festive
music. Multiple special music offerings add richness
throughout the service. We end with a sad and dark
entrance into Holy Week with a scripture reading on
the crucifixion of Jesus.

Maundy Thursday
March 29 at 7:30 pm
In worship, we reflect on the last supper of Jesus and
his disciples, then say yes to the invitation to eat with
Jesus and all the saints again in communion. The
service ends in a moving ritual that prepares our altar
and space for a dramatic Good Friday service.

March 2018

Saturday, March 31
9:00 am – 11:00
Come enjoy a delicious breakfast. The Easter Bunny
will be on hand for great professional quality
pictures. Plus, we will entertain kids with crafts and
games. We end with a huge egg hunt that is a treat
for all ages. Bring your children, grandchildren and
friends.

Saturday Vigil
March 31 at 7:30pm
A unique service of hope that moves throughout the
church as stories of God, the promise keeper are told.
Celebrate with those being baptized on this night and
hear the promise of your own baptism again. Be the
first to march with joy into the Easter Sanctuary
ringing a bell shouting Alleluia.

March 30 at 7:30 pm
The sanctuary remains dark as we enter into chaos of
the last hours of Jesus’ life. Special music, moving
hymns, storytelling and a new ritual remember the
cross with the light of the Spirit our lives, involve all
who come to worship.

Easter – April 1
Traditional 8:00 & 11:00
Contemporary - 9:30
Christ is Risen! Shouts of alleluia punctuate this
grand celebration in our beautiful sanctuary filled
with lilies. A special brass ensemble accents the
traditional services, and enthusiastic songs, prayers,
and preaching fill the day with excitement. Christ is
Risen Indeed!
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A Friendly Reminder from the Offering Counting
Crew!

Please follow these suggestions when making contributions:
Always use your offering envelopes, indicating the appropriate amounts (regular/building fund) in the
spaces provided, and your name. This will ensure proper credit and distribution of your gift.
Using check marks in the regular/building fund blocks is not an indication of your intention. Never use
tape, staples, etc. on envelopes. If your contribution is for multiple Sundays, it is not necessary to use
additional envelopes and checks. Just use a single envelope and check indicating how you want the
amount to be distributed.
If you do not have envelopes, please call the church office – 614-866-4386.
When making contributions for flowers, candles, bread, memorials, initial envelope donation, etc., do not
use a regular offering envelope. Use a plain envelope or an envelope provided for that purpose and write
a separate check – do not combine your regular offering check with anything else. Thank you for your
cooperation. Following these guidelines will facilitate the counting and recording effort and will
guarantee proper allocation.
Quilters With Joyful Hearts
Changing Up Gatherings for 2018 –
Beginning in March the group will meet the 3rd Saturday Morning for March,
May, July, September, & November in the Fellowship Hall for working on
projects for our Outreach Ministries (sewing, crocheting, or knitting on your
own).
For April, June, August, & October we will plan day trips on the 3rd Saturday of each of these months.
We welcome all who would like to join the group that want to contribute their time and skill sets – we
make pillow cases for Ronald McDonald House, Quilts for Children’s Hospital and Franklin County
Children’s Services, Chemo Hats for Cancer Facilities, and Scarves for First English. We also, can use
pressers when we have sew-in events.
The Ladies are planning a Weekend Retreat 27-29 April at the Lutheran Memorial Camp Lodge – we
have 3 remaining slots for only $86.00 each – are you up for some fun? You could sew, read, or just
escape for some quality fun girl time. Call Bessie for more details.
For more information you may contact Bessie McGarvey at 740-927-1542, bmcgarvey@insight.rr.com.
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SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH

On Tuesday, March 27, the Senior Lunch Bunch will have a guest speaker and the
congregation is invited to attend.
Shirley Brooks Jones is a native of Vinton County, Ohio, now living in Dublin, Ohio and
retired with Emeritus Status, after 34 years from The Ohio State University.
On 9/11/2001 Shirley was returning from England to the USA when her plan was diverted
to Newfoundland, Canada following the attack on the World Trade Center. She was
traveling on Delta Flight 15, anxious to return to Ohio, her husband and her normal life
after being away for 3 weeks.
Her story is remarkable. She was diverted to Gander Newfoundland. She finally was
informed of the national emergency. Following this experience she and the people from
the plane she was on, set up a scholarship fund and to date have awarded 250 scholarships
to the Lewisporte Collegiate High School.
This story has now reached Broadway in the form of a play, “Come From Away” which
will be in Columbus in May 2019.
If you are interested in attending this luncheon and hear Shirley please contact Bob or Peg
Rabe at 614-751-0335. The theme of the luncheon will be St. Patrick’s Day and you are
invited to bring a “green” dish or Irish dish of your choice.
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Registration for the 2018-19 school year is now open!
Messiah Christian School is proud to serve Reynoldsburg and the neighboring communities as a
ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church.
We offer a variety of classes for potty trained three, four, five
and kindergarten age children.
Our classes emphasize the academic, physical, social and spiritual development of each child.
Registration packets are available online and in the school office.
All classes are filled on a first come first serve basis.
Church members will receive a five percent discount off tuition rates.
Please find us on the web or call the school office to arrange for a tour or receive further information.
Come Learn With Us!

Betsy Barkalow, our Children’s Minister, is asking for donations of plastic Easter eggs
for Breakfast with the Bunny. A box will be in the Welcome Center for your donations.

EASTER GIVING TREE

We are encouraging you to take an egg from the Egg Tree located in the Welcome
Center on Sunday, March 11th. The gifts will benefit the residents at Little
Brook Retirement Community on McNaughten Road. Little Brook is a LSS senior
living facility. Your gifts should be returned by Palm Sunday, March 25th.
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