January 2018 Edition
The official monthly newsletter of Messiah Lutheran Church
A congregation of the Southern Ohio Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran church in America.

For questions, or if you would like to be removed from our mailings, please call the church office at 614/866-4386.

_Messiah Lutheran Church

January 2018

Just outside the window of my office is a tree. At this time of year, it’s
a bit of a sorry-looking tree. A few dried up leaves hanging on just
because they’re stubborn. As I stared out this window, the postChristmas quiet of my office enveloping me, my eyes began to focus on
a clump of twigs. Slowly my thoughts shifted to this sight and I saw
that I was staring at a fully-formed nest. A nest I’d never noticed
before.
I grabbed my coat and headed out into the frigid cold to confirm my discovery. The sight of this
tiny nest filled me with unexpected delight. A reminder that I shared this world with all of God’s
creation, even just outside my office window.
In that moment, I felt the power of slowing down, pausing long enough to notice something new
(which was probably very old) around me. It is so easy to just “go, go, go” - to tick off the to-do
list, to fill our time with busyness, to even revel in our busyness - like a badge of honor! Many of
us so rarely allow ourselves to revel in quiet, in looking around us, in pausing long enough to be
surprised. Even when we schedule vacations or breaks, we fill our time with busyness.
There is a gift to receive in slowing down and being quiet - the gift of seeing anew and listening
to the Holy Spirit speak through that new sight.
I was reminded that even Jesus would go off on his own, slow down, pray, and I imagine, be
startled by something new around him. As we head into a new year, with all of our hopes and
fears of what 2018 brings, I invite you to slow down. Where are you spending all your time?
How has your busyness become a distraction? How is God inviting you into relationship - one
that requires your time and quiet?
Perhaps you too will be gifted with unexpected delight and new insight. Perhaps together, we
will find ourselves renewed by God’s spirit this year.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Liz
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Elizabeth Wallace
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Ryan Schmidt
Robert Smith
Debbie McCloy
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Nathan Moore
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Ryan Wittler
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Andrew Smith
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Serving in our
worship this month

LECTORS

Jan. 7
8:00
9:30
11:00
Jan. 14
8:00
9:30
11:00
Jan. 21
8:00
9:30
11:00
Jan. 28
8:00
9:30
11:00

Debbie Glass
Pat Roper
Melissa Davidson
TBA
Carol Kohs
Jim Henschen
David Long
Sabrina Ripple
Jim Diehm
Dianne Tredway
Aleks Ripple
Sally Long
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COMMUNION ASST’S
Jan. 7
8:00 Linda Sauter, Carol
Keiber
9:30 Chuck and Marie
Cochran, Linda Cochran, Lori
Gulling, Susan and Todd
Mountain, Howard Jones, Pat
Kurz
11:00 Elaine Malzahn, Jim
Henschen
Jan. 14
8:00 Roberta Hammond
9:30 Scott and Caryl Barrett,
Alex and Yogie Jeffy, Mary and
Rob Sharrett
11:00 Deb Drumm, Kassie
Diehm
Jan. 21
8:00 David and Sally Long
9:30 Abbey Schlett, Sean and
Jessica Reiber, Beth Carmean,
George Hodge
11:00 Sara Reidler, Melissa
Davidson
Jan. 28
8:00 Barb Formentelli, Clare
Soppe
9:30 Geoff and Donna
Campbell, Hollye Burgess,
Lesley and Anthony Kerkman,
Ernie and Lisa Underwood, Paige
Hanf, Paula and Kacy Tandy
11:00 Mike Cochran, Sue
Jamison

ACOLYTES
Jan. 7
11:00 Emma Carlson
Jan. 14
11:00 Emma Carlson
TRADITIONAL USHERS
8:00 The Scheiderer Team
11:00 The Lumpkin Team
SOUND SYSTEM (8:00)
Jan. 7
Brian McClain
Jan. 14 Andy Moore
Jan. 21 Bryan Kuhn
Jan. 28 Randy Wilson
SOUND SYSTEM (11:00)
Jan. 7
Gary Schmandt
Jan. 14 Gary Schmandt
Jan. 21 Gary Schmandt
Jan. 28 Gary Schmandt
NURSERY NANNIES
Amy Canan, Tina and Sarah
Kerr, Liz Newell
JANUARY ALTAR GUILD
Peggy Rabe
Carol Keiber

ETERNAL CANDLE
Joann Barrett
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Coffee Hour Refreshment

Date
January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

8:00
Rochelle Morrison
Joann Saffell
Michelle Gaulke
Marge Seymour

9:30
Bessie McGarvey
Theresa Janks
Jean Lantis
Pat Kurz

11:00
Alisa Limbers
Linda Sauter
Nancy Hoffman
Phyllis Sneed

Date
January 7
January 14

8:00
Rob and Hal Scheiderer
Tom and Clara Jones

TBA
TBA

9:30
TBA
TBA

11:00

January 21

Roberta Hammond

TBA

TBA

January 28

Mac and Cheryl Kelly

TBA

TBA

Baptism of Our Lord Sunday
One of the worship services that many of our members look forward to every
year is coming January 7 this year, Baptism of our Lord. In this service, we all
consider and celebrate our own baptism that calls us into faith, gifts us with the
Holy Spirit, and washes us clean for God. In the service, special music and a
ritual of repentance and recommitment are moving reminders of God's promise to
love us no matter what. There is no better way to start the new year in worship.
Invite friends to this service, too, so they can experience the power of renewal
offered in Christ.

The Reynoldsburg Community Association will hold a Valentine Dinner (all
you can eat spaghetti) on Saturday, February 17, 2018 from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall at Messiah Lutheran Church 1200 S. Waggoner Road.
Reynoldsburg, Ohio. 43068. Great Food, Live Entertainment, Fun and
Fellowship will be provided. Carnations will be available for you to purchase for
your Valentine and we will have lots of door prizes.
The Valentine Dinner is a major fundraising event for the Reynoldsburg Community Association with monies
raised from the event going towards the Fourth of July Parade, Community Halloween Party, Christmas on the Towne and
other free community events that benefit the citizens of our community.
Tickets can be purchased presale by contacting Chuck Cochran at 614-580-7218 or at the door on the evening of
the event. Tickets are $8.00 for adults$5.00 and Children 3-12 and Free for Children under the age of 3.
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Electronic Recycling Event to benefit non-profit organizations
On Sunday, January 14th from 9:00am – 1:00pm, Community Computer Alliance will be holding an electronics recycling
drive here at Messiah.
Anyone wishing to donate computer equipment can drop items off at the Messiah Lutheran Church parking lot during this
event. Volunteers will be on hand to unload the donated items. There is no fee for turning in equipment and all electronic
data and personal information from computers is professionally erased by a secured 3 pass scrub of the hard drives.
Acceptable items for donation include: Most anything with a cord including household appliances, computers, laptops, Ipads, I-Pods and PDAs, cell phones, gaming systems, home stereos, VCR’s & DVD players, wires and cables, LCD
monitors, keyboards, mice, printers, scanners, copiers, ink and toner cartridges and computer parts and accessories. A fee
is charged for CRT monitors and Televisions. The recycling benefits Autism Awareness.
Paper Shredding will also be available this year.

Faith Walk-Pastor Liz leads a weekly group that discusses scripture, shares experiences and ends in
meaningful prayer. The next class starts January 10.
Week 1: Self-Compassion, Week 2: Resistance, Week 3: Discernment, Week 4: Ministry, Week 5: Courage.
The Koehler and Baptiste Families want to thank everyone for their calls, prayers, concerns, cards and love shown to us
during Cindy’s illness and passing.
Thank you,
Koehler and Baptiste Families
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A wonderful tradition at Messiah is to have our children take communion for the first time
with us gathering around them and their family to encourage and support. We commune
baptized children for the first time in the fourth grade, but older children are welcome, too.
They attend three lessons where they learn about the ritual and the mystery of Christ's
presence within it. Our pastors will lead these classes on Sunday mornings at 9:30 beginning
on January 14. First Communion will be a celebration in worship on Sunday, February 4 at
9:30. Please RSVP to our children's minister Betsy Barkalow at Betsy.Barkalow.CM@gmail.com if your child will
attend. If you have a fourth grader and didn’t receive a letter in the mail, we apologize, please contact the church
and we will be happy to add them.

Messiah Quilters With Joyful Hearts would like to express our sincere thanks for
all of the great support from the congregation - you have brightened many lives in
2017. Below are the Quilters outreach projects that took place in 2017. We would
like to thank you in advance for your continued support in 2018 and beyond.
April - 19 Spring gift bags provided to Messiah Shut-In's, June - 76 Pillow Cases
donated to Ronald McDonald's House, August - 17 quilts donated to Franklin
County Children's Services 22 quilts donated to Children's Hospital, September Quilt Items Raffled Off - Fund Raiser, October - Lauren Blake's Benefit Raffle, November - 40 Chemo hats
provided to Columbus Oncology and Hematology - 21 Chemo hats provided to Children's Hospital Oncology
Department, December - 81 flannel scarves made for donation to 1st English Lutheran Church, - 19 Shut In Gift
bags provided / delivered by quilters - (7 recently added shut-in received quilts / 12 others received goodie
bags)

Living Lutheran – A magazine where members find news and views on faith, Scripture, mission, advocacy
and more impacting daily life. The magazine is a resource for education, outreach and evangelism while
providing a forum for discussion on issues of the day. The church receives two copies each month. Please
check it out and if you find it is something you might want for your family please contact
subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org or call 800-328-4648.
You will especially want to read the January 2018 edition. Our own Pastor Liz has written a wonderful article
and it appears in this month’s magazine. You can read it by clicking on
http://content.digitalpub.bluesoho.com/web/y5b2/0A1qcub/LivingLutheranJanu18/html/index.html?page=36&origin=reader.
Pastor Liz’s article begins on Page 36. The article is included on the next two pages as well.
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You may never know the impact your donation has on a family: You may never see
the donated shoes worn by the four-year-old as she dances around her room. You may never know
the impact of your time spent picking up donated beds, a kitchen table with chairs and household
goods for the family of four moving from homelessness to an apartment. You may not realize the
importance of the money you donated; allowing us to open our doors the evening a Gahanna
family lost everything to fire 12 hours earlier.
2017 was a record year. Since January 1, over 1400 new families have signed up for membership and
received clothing, furniture, household goods, and/or personal care items...In October, the number of families
receiving furniture exceeded last year's record. We surpassed last year’s total family visits in early November.
We appreciate your support and welcome it for 2018 as together we serve more and more people.
Thank you.

In January at Messiah, we reflect on the offering we share to support the ministry that Messiah is
called to in this community. This discussion can take all sorts of wrong turns and can even end up
with hurt feelings. There is a reason that some pastors choose never to bring this subject up.
However, not talking about giving ever isn’t faithful, either. Our whole reason for gathering as church
is to worship God who saves us and to love like God loves. Sacrificing our time and our money in
order to love like God loves is key. We can’t just ignore this part of our faith lives, no matter how
difficult the conversation.
So, this January let’s talk, openly, honestly, about what we give, when we give, how our giving effects
God’s world, what our responsibility is to each other in our giving, even what amount is “enough” for
us to give. At the end of that conversation, on Sunday, January 28, we will celebrate in worship as we
faithfully make a commitment to share this part of our lives with God, too. I am thankful to be a part
of our community that can have good, honest discussion over even difficult topics like giving.
Peace,
Pastor Karl

