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It seems an irony to me that all of America goes gaga
over Christmas, but Christians, who have an
understandable sense of ownership over the holiday, seem only to grumble that the big deal isn’t
doing justice to the holiday. When I was a youth leader in the 90’s I had a December event that I
called the Xmas X Games, a clever play on the nickname for Christmas, I thought. The pastor
called me into his office to tell me to rename the event because he had received several
complaints that I was promoting taking Christ out of Christmas. Xmas would not fly in his
parish. Boycotts of Walmart have sprung up over the years because the greeters are saying
Happy Holidays instead of Merry Christmas and Starbucks because their holiday cups aren’t
bearing the message of Christmas appropriately.
The national conversations that happen around this could be helpful. They might remind people
that what we are celebrating in Christmas is Christ. I worry though it just makes us sound
cranky. It even might confirm to people who don’t worship the God we know that that God is
kind of cranky, too. I can imagine non-Christians saying with exasperation, “Here, I am
celebrating their holiday and they still aren’t happy.” Simply insisting that people remember that
the birth of Christ is what we are celebrating doesn’t do a lot to help people understand who
Jesus is, what Jesus promises, and how our lives have been changed by Jesus.
What would? Possibly inviting our friends, coworkers and family to church. Most of them likely
love Christmas but are not so sure about loving the church who centers their life all year around
Christ. At Messiah every week in December we are celebrating the hopefulness and promise of
Jesus. See the article on the following page about our special Advent worship, but our events
throughout the week do the same thing. We are working with HEART and Church of the
Redeemer to give toys away to families in Reynoldsburg, because our God, who comes to us in
Jesus, is generous and calls us to be generous. Similarly, we are working with Joseph’s Coat and
St. Pius X to bake and sell cookies so that Joseph’s Coat thrives in 2018. Joseph’s Coat ministry
is dedicated to giving stuff away for free in response to God’s promise of grace in Jesus which is
similarly freely given. Even Breakfast with Santa shares the love of Jesus at the center of
Christmas in the crafts and the story from Mrs. Claus that highlight the event.
Walmart isn’t responsible for telling the story of Jesus. We are. It seems like a better plan that we
do that by welcoming and inviting our neighbors to learn, love and worship God, than to be
national scolds about the holiday that many who could care less about Jesus still love. Why not
invite a few of those people you know to attend something at Messiah this December. It will
likely bring them closer to loving God than a guy with a blue vest saying Merry Christmas when
he hands them a cart.
Peace,
Pastor Karl
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Waiting in Advent Worship
How are you going to keep Christ in the Christmas season this year? If you hang around Messiah
in December, it won’t be a problem. The church does this by building up to Christmas with the
season of Advent. The theme of Advent is waiting. We are not waiting only for the
announcement of baby Jesus, God with us (Emmanuel). We are waiting for God’s return to us in
Jesus. Until Jesus’ return, the church serves as sort of a placeholder, until Jesus comes again. Our
hope always is that the dim reflection of Christ the church reveals will be replaced with the
bright, clear light of Christ like we read about in the book of Revelation.
Our worship life in Advent is about waiting. This includes our preaching, but will be evident in
our singing, too. We begin Advent worship after all with a lyric, Wait for the Lord. The
traditional Advent hymns are about our expectation of what will change in the world when Jesus
comes again. Our Wednesday night worship, Holden Evening Prayer, centers on Mary’s
realization that the child in her womb is God’s promise for salvation for all. This promise will be
realized when Jesus returns. We will mix in some Christmas hymns before December 24 that
celebrate Jesus’ arrival. Why should the rest of the world get to sing our best hymns before us?
However, the focus of our worship will be waiting hopefully for the Lord.
This Advent, we are trying to get more of you involved personally in thinking about the Lord’s
return. The pastors looked over the Old Testament texts for Advent and identified key words. We
want you to reflect on these words and how they either give you hope for the new work God is
doing or lift up the brokenness that God is making whole again. We want you to do that with
words, pictures, drawings, songs, poetry and share it with us on Facebook or email. We hope to
share your thoughts in worship at our midweek Advent Worship services 7:30 on Wednesdays.
Wait with us for Jesus in December’s season of Advent. I promise it will make the celebration of
his first incarnation that much more delightful, for you and for those who don’t know Jesus, too.
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Budget Deficit
There is a very real concern that we could end the year of 2017 spending more money than we
received in offerings. However, I can’t for sure tell you whether there is a lot to be concerned
about or not. What’s up?
Well, we have gotten really good at budgeting at Messiah. The leaders of our seven ministries
and our six person council spend carefully the offering that all of you give in a year. In the
beginning of the year they commit to a budget, a limit to what they spend and this year as in
most of the year’s past, they end up spending less than that. This is good news. Similarly, council
determines how much we can spend in the following year by taking what we spent in our current
year and adding 1-3%, because that has been “normal”. This has worked out well, too.
Throughout the year, council keeps their eye on our spending and our offerings through very
good and detailed budget reports. These reports we share every month with the congregation.
They show not just what we spent and received in the month and the year to date, but also how
that relates to what is typical up to that point in other years.
Throughout this year we have been right on track. We have spent a little less than we projected
and we have received in offerings about what we projected. October was an unusually bad month
for offerings. This shouldn’t be terrifying news, some months are good and some months are
bad. However, because in August and September our offerings were less than we hoped, it made
October’s low offerings feel ominous. Even more worrisome is that in the fourth quarter of the
year, October, November and December, we receive typically in offerings about 40% of the
entire offering for the year. We rely on those three months more than we do any of the other nine
months out of the year.
As of this writing, I can’t tell you whether November’s giving was better or not. I can say it
doesn’t look like we made up what we lost in October. This means that the likelihood that we
will have a deficit in 2018 is high but how big a deficit, I don’t know. However, the year is not
over yet. I am hoping that everyone in our congregation, who has yoked themselves to ministry
together here, will rally in December and help us keep our promises. If you intended to give
more this year and have fallen behind, try to make it up in December. If you had a good year
financially, consider a special gift for Messiah. I know we have the resources to meet the
obligations we made. God has blessed us richly with generous servants.
Peace,
Pastor Karl
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On December 6th, our Wednesday night Advent worship begins. Join
us for beautiful music, candlelight and prayer at 7:30pm.
This year we've also put together a daily devotional to move us through
the season. Each day is assigned a word and you are invited to let your
creativity spark from that word - take a photo, write a poem, draw a
picture...anything! You can share your expressions on Facebook with the
hashtag, #adventmessiah2017, email them to the pastors, or drop them
off in the Welcome Center. At each Wednesday night service, Pastor Liz
and Pastor Karl will incorporate your creativity into their reflections for the week.
Take a breath this season and join the body of Christ as we prepare for the coming Messiah!
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Alisa Limbers
Todd Mountain
Robert Black
Lloyd Porter
Brooklynn Janks
Sean Reiber
Jodi Thompson
Nora Wissinger
Jerry Karnga
Aaron Gulling
Arley Lehky
Aiden Thatcher
Amy Yekisa
Tom Dobberstein
Larry Marik
Vickie McClain
Angela Cromer
Jean Limbers
Elaine Majoy
Jaxon Prater
C.J. Smith-Hughes
Dee Gabe
Harel Tanjong
Sarah Kerr
Shabonne Grimm
Susan McGarvey
Becky Morrison
Jennifer Wissinger
Caryl Barrett
Tori Begeny
Stephen Seng
Karen Weber
Abigail Canan
Karleigh Canan
Joe Gulling
Nola Hanf
Richard Strickling
Michelle Crist
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Roberta Scheiderer
Kathryn Boiarski
Nicholas Epperly
Mary (Newell) Harrington
Emily Thatcher
John Wood
Amelia Boiarski
Chris Lantis
Kristin McAllister
Carol Olson
Rick Teague
Stacy Thatcher
Glenn Harris
Adam Miller
Lori Keller
Bessie McGarvey
Samantha McKenna
Molly McFerin
Martin West
Makayla Howard
Kathy Reed
Jennifer Trumbull
Tim Houghton
Daniel Huskey
Roger Solt
Charlie Woltja
Martha Koepplin
Linda Sauter
Nicholas Sudimack
Nancy Hoffman
Andrew Lyons
Diane McClain
Haley Tandy
Liam Thompson
Egon Carstensen
Dan Newell
Adam Wood
Doug Arnold
Lauren Blake
Kayla Dunn
Cindy Owens
Dean Fogt
Xzavier Price
Adam Thompson
Bobby Sheridan
Dianne Tredway
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Dec. 24
10:00
1:30
4:30
7:30
11:00
Dec. 31
8:00
11:00
LECTORS
Dec. 3
8:00 David Long
9:30 Melissa
11:00 Sally Long
Dec. 10
8:00 Mac Kelly
9:30 Howard Jones
11:00 Fred McLeod
Dec. 17
8:00 Glenn Harris
9:30 Jane Stephenson
11:00 Jim Diehm
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
10:00
1:30 Jane Stephenson
4:30
7:30 Glenn Harris
11:00 Virginia Finney
Dec. 31
8:00 Brent Yekisa
11:00 Julie Darling
ACOLYTES
Dec. 3
8:00
11:00 Emma Carlson
Dec. 6
7:30
Dec. 10
8:00
11:00 Kenslee Eckelberry
Dec. 13
7:30
Dec. 17
8:00
11:00
Dec. 20
7:30

COMMUNION ASST’S
Dec. 3
8:00 Debbie Glass, Barb
Formentelli
9:30 Haley Hodge, Hunter
Mills, Molly Carmean,
Emily Snedegar, Brandi
Janks, Kayla Dunn
11:00 Mike Grimm, Meg
Reidler
Dec. 10
8:00 Mac and Cheryl Kelly
9:30 Mike and Terri Janks,
Barbara McClain, Ross,
Vickie and Leighlyn
McClain, Don and Dee Gabe
11:00 Phyllis Sneed, Richard
Hansgen
Dec. 17
8:00 Carol Keiber and Linda
Sauter
9:30 Stacy Hogan, Jean
Lantis, Dan and Theresa
Newell, Laric and Patsy
O’Dell, Pat Roper, Bill
Sampson, Amy Canan
11:00 Elaine Malzahn,
Suzanne Schmandt
Dec. 24
10:00
1:30
4:30
7:30
11:00
Dec. 31
8:00
9:30 Jim Diehm, Melissa
Stonerook, Bob and Carol Kohs,
Elaine and Dan Majoy, Eric and
Vicki Morris
11:00

ALTAR GUILD
Sara Stevenson and
Heather Moore
TRADITIONAL USHERS
8:00 The Kuhn Team
11:00 The Braden Team
SOUND SYSTEM (8:00)
Dec. 3 Randy Wilson
Dec. 10 Brian McClain
Dec. 17 Andy Moore
Dec. 24
10:00
1:30
4:30
7:30
11:00
Dec. 31
8:00
SOUND SYSTEM (11:00)
Dec. 3 Jacob Price/Gary
Schmandt
Dec. 10 Gary Schmandt
Dec. 17 Gary Schmandt
Dec. 24 Gary Schmandt
(10:00am)
Dec. 31 Gary Schmandt

NURSERY NANNY
Amy Canan, Tina and Sarah
Kerr, Liz Newell
ETERNAL CANDLE
Barbara McClain

Refreshments for December
Date
December 3
December 10
December 17
December 24
December 31

8:00 a.m.
Biruta Buckenberger
Clara Jones
Jean Lantis
XXXXXXXXXXXXX

Date
December 3
December 10

8:00am
Sally Cochran
Carol Kokai

December 17
December 24
December 31

Roberta Hammond
Sara Crist

9:30 a.m.
Dee Gabe
Amy Canan
Julie Strohm
XXXXXXXXXXXX

11:00 a.m.
Ethel Cochran
Barb McClain
Freddie Hessler
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

9:30am
Alex and Yogie Jeffy
Sean and Jessica Reiber
Family
Lori Gulling

11:00am
Nora O’Reilly
Sandy Keeny

Becky and Mike Kirkwood
Family

Nancy Becker

Sally Wallace

The season of giving
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported Messiah Lutheran
Church this past year with their time, talent and financial contributions and look
forward to support from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need a
convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift
before the end of the year, we encourage you to check out our electronic giving
options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around the holidays, you may find
electronic giving a most welcome way to make contributions. Visit
www.messiahlutheran.net or contact the church office for more information.

Cookie Sale, December 10 in Welcome Center
Sunday - 9:00 until sold out
Medium box $12, Large Box $20
Great for gifts or entertaining

Bakers needed for our wonderful Christmas Cookies to sell on Dec. 10. Please sign up to
bake 10-11 dozen (Often can be done as a double batch) of your favorite colorful traditional
cookies. Here is the process: Bake your special cookies, store carefully in a disposable
container and freeze if you want to get them done early.
Mark your name clearly on the top of the container. Bring them to one of the back tables in
Fellowship Hall 1-4 pm on Friday, Dec. 8 or Saturday morning, Dec. 9 between 9 & noon. Boxing - A nice assortment of
cookies will be packed in boxes on Saturday afternoon - noon until probably 2:30.
Selling - will occur on Sunday morning at 9:00 until sold out. Medium size boxes are $12 and large boxes $20.
Check any grocery store or bakery to know that this is a bargain for holiday cookies.
Bakers should fill out a green slip and put it in the cookie basket on the table in the narthex. Folks who would like
to help box on Sat. or sell on Sunday morning should sign the sheets found there. New members - this is a fun
traditional project at Messiah - Bring your cookies and stay to pack or plan to be at the sales table on Sunday
morning It is a fun way to meet new people.
Anyone who absolutely can't bake is encouraged to write Cookies on a plain envelope with your name, put your
cash donation inside (or check to Joseph's Coat) and place in the offering plate.
ALL PROFITS WILL GO TO HELP JOSEPH'S COAT PROVIDE NEEDED CLOTHING. PERSONAL CARE
ITEMS AND HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES FOR FOLKS IN OUR AREA WHO ARE EXPERIENCING
DIFFICULT TIMES.
This is one way we share God's love with others.

We still send prescription glasses to Vision Health International...The glasses are
refurbished and used to improve sight and lives in Central America. Please place them
in the collection chest in Fellowship Hall.

Next year’s offering envelopes are available in the Welcome Center. Please let the office know if
you don’t find yours.

Please mark your calendars for our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 10 at
12:15pm. We will be voting for our budget for 2018 and open council seats. The candidates for
the council seats are Julie Hartman, Richard Mederer and Staci Stought. Bios of these members
are included on the next page. Copies of the proposed budget for 2018 will be available in the
church office and on the desk in the Welcome Center.

JOSEPH'S COAT - Can you imagine the excitement of getting an apartment or house so you can have a
home again.....and then have no equipment to cook with or dishes and silverware to eat with. This happens
when we are low on donations of kitchen supplies and run out. We may also not have enough linens to
provide needed sheets, pillowcases and blankets and comforters for families to sleep comfortably. All sizes are
needed, twin, double, and especially queen and king.
Naturally, at this time of year people also need winter coats and sturdy shoes. Boys clothing sizes 5-16 is also
in short supply. Please help by donating anything clean and usable that you may have.
Donations may be put back by the Coke Machine in Fritz Hall, or taken to the dock area at Joseph's Coat, 240 Outerbelt
St. (off of East Broad) on Wednesdays or Saturday mornings. (A special thank you to Tim Houghton who transports our
donations on a regular basis to Joseph's Coat, and also to Jude Rider who fills in for Tim).
Have more time than things? Wonderful! Please join us in volunteering. It's people power that gets the donations out to
the shopping rooms Call Karen Hansgen (614-604-9437) or Nancy Becker
(614-866-4020) of Messiah to answer questions or mentor you. Anyone available on Wednesday mornings to help with
furniture can contact Joann Barrett , jliebsisland@aol.com.

COUNCIL BIOS FOR 2018
Julie Hartman - I have lived in Reynoldsburg with my husband, Mark, since we were married in
1987. We have a daughter, Sarah, who is a freshman at Wittenberg University. While Sarah attended
Messiah Preschool and Reynoldsburg City schools, I was highly active as a parent volunteer. I
continue to be active in a community group that supports students and teachers' efforts in the Reynoldsburg City School
District. I am retired after 31 years as a school psychologist in Muskingum County, where I specialized in working with
preschool-aged children and children with autism. My family has attended Messiah for about 17 years, along with Mark's
parents, Pastor George and Mary Hartman. Some of the church activities I have been involved in through the years are
volunteering at VBS, teaching Sunday School, making Christmas pageant costumes, preparing a video for the 2006
building campaign, serving on the call committee for Pastor Thadd, helping with Confirmation classes, attending and
assisting with Adult Sunday School, helping at the Produce Market, serving on a recent committee to develop our church's
vision plan, and ushering at the 8:00 service. More recently, I have been volunteering at the Heart Food Pantry, which is
where Pastor Karl first discussed the possibility of my serving on church council. I am especially interested in Messiah's
preschool and education programs, but am willing to serve in other areas as well. I am both excited and humbled to be
considered for church council!
Richard Mederer - I joined Messiah on March of 2014. I volunteer at Joseph’s Coat every Thursday night, and work on
the counting team weekly on Monday mornings. I have 4 children, all married and 10 grandchildren. I retired from GE
Aircraft Engines in 2008. In 2010 moved to Blacklick, Ohio from Cincinnati. After my wife of 47 years passed due to
cancer and I joined Messiah, I started going to Messiah’s Whole Again Group for my grief support. This is when I met
my current wife, Julie Brimhall, now Julie Mederer. I now have another son and daughter in law. All our children live in
the Columbus area. God is teaching me servanthood through my Kairos prison ministry of almost three years. I love the
fellowship and friendships that I have shared here and have been very encouraged by all the outreach programs that are
being supported. I also feel extremely blessed having two spiritual pastors that show and teach us to be better-loving
Christians. This is why I want to run for council and pray I have the talents to contribute to this wonderful church family.
Staci Stought - I am seeking a position as Council member. My family and I (Wes, husband, and 4 boys, ages 14, 12, 10
and 5) joined Messiah in 2012, and attend the 9:30 service. I feel Messiah provides wonderful opportunities of fellowship
and opportunities of outreach programs for the community. I feel blessed and proud to call Messiah my family’s place of
worship, education and fellowship. My family and I are active members of the church, and my service includes serving
two years as a Sunday School teacher, assisting with the overnight stays of the homeless with the Interfaith Hospitality
Network, and volunteering at the Heart Food Pantry. I also coordinate the scheduling of the PowerPoint for the 9:30
service. If selected as a member of Council, I feel I would bring patience, fairness and dedication to the mission of
Messiah. Thank you for any consideration!

Join Us For A

FUNDRAISER!
To support HEART Food Pantry
Where: Culver’s of Reynoldsburg
1912 OH Route 256
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068
When: December 11, 2017
5:00-8:00 PM

10% OF ALL SALES WILL GO TO
HEART FOOD PANTRY
WHEN YOUR FLIER IS PRESENTED

Christmas at Messiah
Messiah Lutheran Church
1200 Waggoner Road
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068
614-866-4386
www.messiahlutheran.net
December 2, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 11:00
Breakfast with Santa
December 2 – from 9 – 11:00 a.m. Join us for breakfast, pictures with Santa, crafts, and a story told by Mrs. Claus. A
freewill donation will be accepted to offset costs.
The children of Messiah Present…. A Night in Bethlehem on December 10th at the 9:30 am service. Join us as we
share our message of Christmas with you.

Christmas Cookie Sale – December 10th. Delicious boxed Christmas Cookies will be available to purchase at all the
services. Tell your friends and neighbors.

Throughout Advent - Join us for fellowship and food on Wednesday nights at 5:30 and stay for the Adult
Education at 6:30. Our Midweek Advent celebrations begin Wednesday, December 6. We mark Advent with a beautiful
music filled Wednesday Night worship service using Holden's Evening Prayer at 7:30 PM. There are no Messiah Night
events on December 20 – only the 7:30 Advent Service, and no events on December 27.

Our last Sunday of Advent service will be December 24 at 10:00 a.m.
We have 4 Christmas Eve Services (December 24, 2017) planned and one is just right for you.
*1:00pm - The Music of Christmas
1:30 pm – Join us for a quiet, renewing and meaningful Christmas Eve Service.
*4:00pm – The Music of Christmas
4:30 pm – Our Family Service is full of kids and parents all excited about that big day. It is led by our Praise
Team and Youth and Children’s Ministers.
*7:00 and 10:30 pm – The Music of Christmas
7:30 and 11:00 – These two services are led by our choirs; they are beautiful and meaningful with all the best
Christmas hymns.
* Come ½ hour early to each service to hear the Music of Christmas by our many choirs.
We will light our candles individually at all services as we sing “Silent Night” together and share the Lord’s
Supper.

Christmas comes in many forms. A smile, a gift, a song, a hug….the list could go on and on.
At Messiah, the choirs have been preparing since September a beautiful Christmas Cantata telling the beautiful
story of Christmas in song and narration titled Sing Joy to All the World.
This inspiring presentation will take place December 17 during the 11:00 a.m. service. Invite your family and
friends and give them a gift of the beautiful Christmas story.
Members of the Senior Saint Choir, The Men’s Chapel Chorale and Chancel Choir will be sharing this special
service with you…our gift to you.

Advent Class: A New Creation
For the two Wednesdays in Advent, December 6 and 13, our Adult Education at 6:30 will be led by Pastor Joe
Wolfe. Pastor Wolfe has done some research and taken trips out west, contemplating God’s hope for us as we
engage with His creation. Pastor Wolfe’s presentations will lift up the beauty and majesty of God’s creation,
concerns for the future of God’s creation, and what a good, Christian response could be to love God’s creation.
This seems like a great message for Advent. Even as we hope for a new creation in the return of Jesus, we are
charged with loving abundantly the creation God has given us. Come, listen, be inspired by the good work God
has done and the good work God hopes from us in response.

Community – how can we build community?
How do we grow caring friendships, have Christ centered relationships, and
develop a group of people who can work together and support each other? Who
will you worship with, serve with and spend time with in the next 4, 5, 6 years?
Travel to Michigan and spend a week together, depending on each other and
enjoying a week away.
Create a community
Our Summer trip is to:
Living Water Ministries
7898 W Stony Lake Rd, New Era, MI 49446
http://www.elcalivingwater.com/about/about-living-water-ministries/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWaterCamps
http://www.elcalivingwater.com/PDF/LWMFall2017NewsletterFINAL.pdf

Mission of Living Water Ministries:
Bringing together all of God’s children to experience Christian community, grow in faith, develop leadership skills,
and serve others. With daily group bible study time and:
• Swimming
• Canoeing
• Paddle Boards
• Aquatic Blob
• Archery
• Hammocking
• Gaga Ball

• Skillshops
• Bible Study
• Worship
• High Ropes
• Low Ropes
• Zip Line
• Crate Stacking

• Field Games
• Campfires
• Service Projects
• Horseback Riding
• Lake Michigan
• Camp Cookout

Campers become part of building a great camp community through team-building activities, low and high ropes courses, and
shared time spent learning more about God and each other. Group and personal challenges are overcome as we become more
confident in ourselves, the community, and our relationship with Christ.

Confirmation Camp | $400
For grades 6-8

Sign up with Jim Diehm – by January 7 - $100 Deposit Due.
●
●
●

th

Save $35 by signing up on or before January 7 , 2018
Fundraisers will help reduce the cost.
Scholarships Available!
For information regarding available scholarships from Living Water Ministries please contact our office via email or phone at 231-861-4138.

