
                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                           

                                                          

                                                                                August 2017 Edition 
The official monthly newsletter of Messiah Lutheran Church 

A congregation of the Southern Ohio Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Don’t miss the special blessing for our teachers and students as they head 

back to school this year. 

 

Join us Sunday, August 27, 2017 at 8:00, 9:30 or 11:00 a.m. 

 

Details inside…. 
 

 

 

 

 

For questions, or if you would like to be removed from our mailings, please call the church office at 614-866-4386. 



                                                        

 

 …From the pastor… 

We were planning an Ask the Pastor Sunday on July 23, but we didn’t work 
hard enough at getting some questions from the congregation. So, I preached 
that Sunday instead. We did receive a few questions. To honor those who 
submitted them, I worked on some answers. However, a warning, I have kept 
my answers brief in order to fit them all in. Please email me if you have more 

questions or want more details. 

Is the use of the house next door 1180 Waggoner, been a part of the vision process 
undergone by our leaders? The vision process is ongoing. There is an article in this 
newsletter on our progress. The use of the house has not been central to the discussions 
so far, but my guess is that it will be in the weeks ahead as we finish up.  

Why did Christ wait so long before asking the disciples to go out among the Gentiles? 
Jesus was a Jewish rabbi(teacher). He had mainly Jewish followers when he was alive. 
Many of those followers thought he was the Messiah, a savior prophesied in the Old 
Testament to be sent by God to free Israel. Some after his resurrection determined he 
was God incarnate. The four gospels tell a historical story of Jesus’ ministry in Israel. 
The audience for the story they wrote was likely both Jews and Gentiles, inside and 
outside Israel. The story all four tell is that Jesus was sent to Israel, but Israel rejected 
Jesus so now his disciples are to take the good news of Jesus to all the world. The 
disciples, Jewish followers of a Jewish rabbi, needed permission to take Jesus’ message 
to Gentiles. They are given this task at the end of the story because it happened after 
Israel rejected Jesus.  

Why do we do public prayer when we are told to only pray in private? Matthew 6:5-8 
tells us to pray in private. The larger message is that our goal in all faith practices is to 
please God not to impress our neighbors. Most scholars don’t believe that Jesus was 
banning all public prayer, especially since he seemed to engage in public prayer himself. 
His concern is that we don’t pray as a show to impress others with our faithfulness. 

How was Jesus related to David? Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38 both contain 
similar but different genealogies of Joseph that stretch to David and even Adam. In 
order for Jesus to be the Messiah, by Old Testament prophecy, he must be related to 
David. Many wonder if the bloodline is the point of the prophecy or if being from David 
is a way of saying as great a king as David. Jesus was not actually related by blood to 
Joseph but a genealogy of Mary would have been unusual. There is some indication she 
might have been from the house of David, too.   

What is the Holy Spirit? This is a pretty big question for a sermon let alone three or four 
sentences. The Holy Spirit is the gift of God’s presence that Jesus sent after he ascended, 
John 14:26, Acts 2:1-13. We believe the Holy Spirit is wholly God, that is not a reflection 
of God but just as much God as the Father and the Son. We believe that the Holy Spirit 
can show up wherever the Holy Spirit wants, but she has promised to show up when we 
gather as people of faith, Matthew 18:20. We believe that the Holy Spirit comes to us 
individually and claims us a child of God in the waters of baptism. Finally, Jesus talked 
about great things we could do as his disciples throughout his ministry by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. And, Paul outlined specific gifts/powers of the Holy Spirit, I Corinthians 
9.  



                                                        

What is your shoe size? For running shoes I wear a 10.5. For regular shoes I wear 9.5 or 
a 10. I have relatively small feet for a six foot guy. I also have a high arch, if you were 
curious. I need new golf shoes if you were asking to get me a birthday present, which is 
August 9...by the way.  

Peace, 

Pastor Karl 

 

Student/Teacher/Backpack Blessing 

Mark your calendar now for a special Student/Teacher/Backpack blessing that will 
happen at all of our worship services on Sunday, August 27. We will surround our 
students and teachers laying hands and praying for you. This year our Messiah Christian 
School will participate. MCS teachers and students will come for a blessing then meet 
their teachers in an open house. Plus, we will have a book fair in the Welcome Center for 
all children. Come, be a part of this and tell your neighbors and family. We can all use 
God’s blessing.  

Vision Task Force  

Since September of 2016, members from our staff, committee chairs, council and past 
leaders have been working hard to bring forward a new mission statement, values of 
Messiah and goals or tasks that will work towards those values in the next three years. 
We are at the end stage of this process that has involved many nights and hours of 
meetings. We are excited about the good work that is being done and hope to share all of 
it with the congregation this fall. Right now a final report is being made that will be 
approved by the group in August. Then this report will be given to our council for their 
approval. Council will decide how and when to share it with the congregation. Please 
keep all of this good work in your prayers.  

1180 Waggoner Road Update 

The church completed the purchase of the house and property next door in June, thanks 
to a generous cash bridge loan from one of our members (and we have complete access 
to it now).  We purchased the property for $125,000. We will finance the property by 
adding it to our mortgage with Mission Investment Fund, a part of our ELCA 
denomination. Members are encouraged to give $40 a month towards this mortgage. A 
task force has been created to evaluate the house and property and gather costs 
associated with possible uses. Serving on this group are Tim Thompson, Joe Gulling, 
Suzanne Schmandt, Jim Diehm and Dick Miller with Sara Reidler the council 
representative. Their goal is to provide a menu of ministry options and costs by the 
September council meeting. If you have any ideas for the property, please contact 
directly one of the people on the task force in the next few weeks. Please keep this 
exciting new opportunity for more ministries at Messiah in your prayers.  

 
 
 
 
 



                                                        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Duncan 1 

Amelia Colburn 

Erma Moore  2 

Marge Seymour  

Crista Alvarez  3 

Rodney Sparks   

Wes Stought    

Randy Wilson   

Tyler Mountain  4 

Mary Lou Brownett 5 

Don Gabe  6 

Rachel Chrysler  7 

Nolan Fogt  

Stacy Hogan  8  

Ryan Janks   

Gary Schmandt  

Karl Hanf    9 

Karen Hansgen  

Gary McGarvey  

Corissa Thatcher 

Elizabeth Vanover  

Madison Lantis  10 

Lilyan Newell 

Treva Sudimack  

Doug Whitman   

Jon Harmacek  11 

Timothy Pfautsch 13  

Rachel Sheridan 

Avery Vankirk  

Melissa Stonerook 14 

 

 

 

 

Anne Jones  15 

Alec Lohiser 

Mary Sharrett  16 

Jeri Hockstok 

Donna Henschen 18 

Lori Hitsman  19 

Tina Kerr   

Brooke King  

Gina Seng   

Ben Van Buren   

Seth Diehm  20 

Jane Fogt 

Lillian Hitsman 

Laura Stephenson 

Mark Holzapfel  21 

Jasmine Smith-Hughes 

Alicia Keiber  22 

Mike Lantis  23 

Aiyana Peters  

Zien Price  

Megin Solt  

Grant Whitson  

Judy Eck  24 

Joann Barrett  25 

Nicole Christenson   

Charlie Lepley   

Callan McAllister 

Tom Morris 

Jack Sudimack  

Dustin Wissinger  

Alicia Blake  26 

John Gerhardt 

Howard Wilson  

Sophia Childress 28 

Rodney Fisher  30 

George Hodge   

Doris Mauller 

Sue Vesely 

Aiden Davidson  31 

Kallie Pickering    

Phyllis Sneed    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        

 
 

 

 

LECTORS 

Aug. 6 

  8:00 Kim Harris 

  9:30 Sherri Houghton 

11:00 Alisa Limbers 

Aug. 13 

  8:00 Mac Kelly 

  9:30 Howard Jones 

11:00 Elaine Malzhan 

Aug. 20 

  8:00 Brent Yekisa 

  9:30 Aleks Ripple 

11:00 Jim Diehm 

Aug. 27 

  8:00 Dianne Tredway 

  9:30 Jane Stephenson 

11:00 Melissa Davidson 

 

TRADITIONAL USHERS 

  8:00    The Team 

11:00    The Team 

 

        SOUND SYSTEM 8:00 

Aug. 6 Bryan Kuhn 

Aug. 13 Randy Wilson 

Aug. 20    Brian McClain 

Aug. 27 Andy Moore 

 

SOUND SYSTEM 11:00 

Aug. 6  TBA 

Aug. 13  TBA 

Aug. 20     TBA 

Aug. 27  TBA 

 

AUGUST ETERNAL CANDLE 

Biruta Buckenberger 

 

COMMUNION ASST'S 

Aug. 6 

   8:00  Roberta Hammond, David 

Long 

   9:30  Donna and Geoff 

Campbell, Hollye Burgess, 

Lesley and Anthony 

Kerkman, Lisa and Ernie 

Underwood, Paige Hanf, 

Paula and Kacy Tandy 

11:00   Suzanne Schmandt, Debbie 

Drumm 

Aug. 13 

   8:00  Mac and Cheryl Kelly 

   9:30  Molly Carmean, Emily 

Snedegar, Brandi Janks, 

Haley Hodge, Hunter Mills 

 11:00   Elaine Malzahn, Sara 

Reidler 

Aug. 20 

  8:00   Glenn and Kim Harris 

  9:30   Mike and Terri Janks, 

Barbara McClain, Ross, 

Vickie and Leighlyn 

McClain, Don and Dee Gabe 

11:00  Linda Ickes, Melissa 

Davidson 

Aug. 27 

  8:00  Dave and Sally Long 

  9:30   Stacy Hogan, Jean 

Lantis, Dan and Theresa 

Newell, Laric and Patsy 

O’Dell, Pat Roper, Bill 

Sampson, Amy Canan 

11:00    Richard Hansgen, Jim 

Keeny 

 

NURSERY NANNY 

Amy Canan, Tina Kerr,  

Liz Newell 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
Diane Davis, Sally and Liz 

Wallace 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This month’s altar flowers are 

given by: 

 

August 6  Judy Hodge 

 

August 13 Connie Hoy 
 

August 20 Carol Keiber and  

Mike and Jean Lantis 

 

August 27 Rochelle Morrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      



                                                        

Refreshments for August 
 

Date 8:00 9:30 11:00 

August 6 Norma Schweikert Karen McCarty Phyllis Lumpkin 

August 13 Clara Jones Amy Yekisa Caryl Barrett 

August 20 Biruta Buckenberger Kathy Reed Debbie Glass 

August 27 Barb Formentelli Donna Short Virginia Finney 

 
 

Date 8:00 9:30 11:00 

August 6 Tom and Clara Jones Dawn Baughman and 

Son 

 

Marilyn Potter 

August 13 Judy Davis Jessica and Sean 

Reiber Family 

 

Nancy Becker 

August 20 Roberta Hammond Sarah and Lucas Smith 

Family 

 

Bonnie Doerner 

August 27 Mac and Cheryl Kelly Phyllis Sneed Sally Wallace 

 

 

 
Your help is appreciated!  

 

Now through August 13, we will be collecting back to school supplies here at Messiah 

Lutheran.  These items will be used to help kids in the First English area where we serve 

every other month.  Below is a list of suggested items:  Backpack, scissors, Elmer’s glue 

bottle, Elmer’s glue stick, Basic calculator, Mini dictionary, Mini thesaurus, Crayola crayons, 

Colored markers, 2-3 spiral notebooks (wide or college ruled) 2-3 three-ringed binders (1” or 

2”),  Pocket folders, Wide-ruled loose-leaf paper,  College-ruled loose-leaf paper, Index 

cards, #2 Pencils, Pencil erasers, Hand sanitize. We realize this is a huge list; any donations 

will be greatly appreciated.    Please place them on or near the table in the Welcome Center.  

Thank you so much for your support.  If you have any questions please contact Suzanne 

Schmandt. 

 

Servant Opportunities this month: 

August  3 First English (Contact - Georganna Price) 

August  3 Ronald McDonald House (Contact - Kay Arnold) 

            August 8          Free Produce Market (Contact - Margaret Messick) 

            August 21          Y Family Center (Contact - Suzanne Schmandt) 

            August 24          Faith on 8
th
 (Contact - Dave Long) 

            August 25         LSS Food Pantry (Contact - Tom Braden) 

 

 



                                                        

Needed for Joseph's Coat 

 

Household goods and furniture: 

 

Bed linens;  Queen and King size especially, Towels, Pots and Pans, Dishes, 

Dressers, coffee tables and end tables 

 

      Beds, always! Clean and working washers and dryers, stoves and refrigerators.  

Smaller items can be placed in the pickup area, back by coke machine in Fritz 

Hall, or dropped off to the loading dock for Joseph's Coat, 240 Outerbelt St. (off 

E. Broad St on Wed. or Sat. mornings until noon, or Tues. evening from 6- 8.  

For pickup of large furniture, or appliances call 614-863-1371 and leave a 

message: what you have to donate and your phone number.  A volunteer will 

return the call and schedule a pickup for you.  Please give us ample notice, as we 

depend on volunteer drivers and may not be able to get it the first week. 

 

Also, please do not bring us the remnants from your garage sale, unless it is good 

clothing or furniture or linens or pots and pans.  We need to use our time to 

stock the "core items" that people really need, not miscellaneous knickknacks, 

mugs, etc.  Thank you for observing this rule...It definitely helps us serve our 

clients more effectively. 

 

We would also love more volunteers!  One special need is people to monitor the shopping room:  just 

to remind clients to leave clothes they want on the hangars until checkout, children to stay with their 

adults, and answer general questions.  This makes a huge difference in the condition of the shopping 

room at the end of a shift.  Email Michele Hamsher, our volunteer chairman, mahamsher@gmail,com 

to ask questions and arrange a tour. 

 

Also, furniture guys and gals are also needed for Wed. and/or Saturday mornings....contact our own 

Joann Barrett, jliebsisland@aol.com. 

 

Joseph's Coat could not exist without all of the church and community support. THANK YOU.  Every 

little bit of time and effort contributes to a strong community outreach to those who need help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jliebsisland@aol.com


                                                        

 
 

Messiah Produce Market   
 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to serve our neighbors in the 

July heat and humidity.   Our Free Produce Market was able to 

provide fresh produce for over 170 families which is nearly 700 

individuals.  In cooperation with HEART Food Pantry and Mid-

Ohio Food Bank, we received nearly 2000 pounds of  nutritious 

fruits, vegetables and baked goods, as well as prepared mashed potatoes.  

 

It would not have been a success without your willingness to share your time and talents.  You are truly 

the hands and feet of God in this place.   

 

The next Free Produce Market will be on August 8
th

 serving neighbors from 2:30 to 6:00; come out and 

give a few hours of your time.    

 

We are really in need of both new and used plastic grocery bags for the August event.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the month of August we are asking for canned fruit, jelly and jam and personal care items. 

 

Did you know that 1 in 3 families struggle to provide adequate diapers for the infants and toddlers; 

and that one cannot purchase diapers with food stamps?   

 

HEART Food Pantry is conducting a diaper drive during August and September to provide for the 

needs of families in our community.     

 

If you have packages that are open but no longer fit your child or if you are moved to purchase 

diapers to donate; there will be a container in the Welcome Center during August and in September it 

will be relocated to the area near the pop machine.    

 

  
 

 



                                                        

 

Summer Worship 

With vacations, weekend travel plans and the general enjoyment of summer, worship 

attendance at Messiah tends to take a hit. I hope this summer is an exception because we are 

working hard to preach relevant and encouraging messages, share some great musical gifts from our members 

and create a space for us together to sing, pray, eat and grow. We are less of a church without all of you, so 

come and worship, the air conditioning is working!  If you miss a Sunday but still wanted to keep your 

financial commitment, no worries. Go to our website, www.messiahlutheran.net and click on the Give Tab at 

the top right. We have a secure server to take your gift once or set it up to give every week through the website 

like I do.  

Peace,  

Pastor Karl 

This past month we thanked Church Council member Brent Yekisa for his wisdom, guidance and leadership 

over the past year.  Brent has decided to leave council in order to pursue other activities.  We look forward to 

witnessing how God uses Brent’s good gifts in other areas of our congregation.  In the interim, Eva Fogt has 

accepted Church Council’s invitation to fill the open seat until the end of the year.  We look forward to 

working with Eva and sharing in her vision for God’s house here in Reynoldsburg. 

Peace, 

Glenn Harris, Council President 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
After a fabulous summer tour to local nursing homes, the SENIOR SAINTS are looking forward to a joy-

filled schedule to sing at services at Messiah. 

 

Don’t like to drive at night?  Our rehearsals are at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. 

 

We are looking for new faces and voices.  You are so welcome.   

 

Please contact Barbara Teague for further details rltea@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.messiahlutheran.net/
mailto:rltea@aol.com


                                                        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you ready to add a new dimension to your Messiah worship experience 

this fall?   
 
Have you ever thought, “Someday I’d like to try singing in the Chancel 

Choir.”  That is God’s Spirit urging you to make 2017 the time to make it 
happen! 
 
  “When you sing, you pray twice” is a quote attributed to Martin Luther.  
See for yourself how this happens when you sing with a joyful spirit in the 
Chancel Choir! 

 
Join our first gathering in Fritz Hall on 
 Thursday evening,  AUGUST 24, 2017. 

 
Rehearsal will begin at 7 PM with Full Choir. 

 
*No prior voice training or choir experience required!  

 
**Please let Kay know of your interest by calling 

 614-580-4791 
or email  mysticKM7@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Messiah Chancel Choir! 

KKnnooww  YYoouurr 

mailto:mysticKM7@gmail.com


                                                        

 

otto:  SOLI DEO GLORIA!      (To God Alone the Glory!)    

 
 

ission Statement:      
 
“It is the mission of the Messiah Lutheran Chancel Choir to musically enhance 
our worship services and to prepare our hearts to praise and receive the 
proclaimed word of God.  The choral music offered is a means to teach, comfort, 
inspire and motivate the congregation.  The dedication of this choir to high 
musical standards and consistent musical leadership requires commitment from 
every member.” 
 

logan: 
 
“Body, mind, spirit and voice…it takes the whole person to sing and rejoice!”           
         --Helen Kemp 

hoir members comments:    
  

What do you like best about singing in Chancel Choir? 

 --the people and the songs. 

 --the caliber and variety of the music we sing. 

 --it’s a great group ministry. 

 --singing praises to God; laughing and having fun. 

 --camaraderie of the group and practicing my craft (singing!) 

 --I like everything about it! 
  

**New Choir members are welcome to join ANY TIME of the choir year! 
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Dedication of a Gift 

Given to the Glory of God 

By the estate of Dr. Ed M. Komraus 

Messiah was blessed to receive a substantial financial gift from Dr. Komraus's estate.  

Dr. Komraus died on July 28, 2016. Ed joined Messiah in the 1960's with his wife Sue and three kids, 

Kimber, Kristi and Kevin. Sue died in 1999. Years later, our member Sally Cochran and Ed became 

good friends, worshiping together at our 8:00 service. It is Sally pictured above with Ed from our last 

directory. Ed would wear a suit to worship no matter what, with maybe a red vest instead of a jacket 

during OSU football season. Ed loved this church and was a faithful servant. If you go through old 

church pictures, Ed is a constant; standing near Pastor Fritz and Carl Fosnaugh at a groundbreaking, 

wearing an apron at the Mother/Daughter dinner, lined up and looking solemn in a picture of a 

seventies council meeting. In my time here, Ed served on the Stewardship committee. He was on the 

team that raised money for our Fellowship Hall addition and was committed to our Men’s Breakfast 

on Thursday morning. Whenever I saw Ed, he always had a big smile for me and a firm handshake.  

His generous gift will be used to continue the good work he had begun at Messiah. The gift will be 

contributed to our Endowment Fund, which was begun by Dr. Komraus. The Endowment Fund 

collects and invests gifted money. When enough money is collected in the fund, interest from the 

fund will be used for ministry within our walls and out in our community. Ed's gift gets us closer to 

impacting the church and community he loved.  May all of us bless the church as Dr. Edward 

Komraus did with our gifts of wealth and talent.  

Peace,  

Pastor Karl 



                                                        

 


