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From the pastor…
Luke 1:30-32, 34-35
30The

angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus... 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God.
31And

Have your ever thought about the big role the Holy Spirit had in the birth of Jesus? I
hadn’t. Angels, shepherds, Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, the inn manager (not really in the
bible) and a lot of barn animals, all those parts I knew from hundreds of Christmas
pageants. But the Holy Spirit? Never saw her on any of those stages.
I have been starting to think about her role since planning began for our Midweek
Advent Adult Education with Trinity Lutheran Seminary Professor, Dr. Cheryl Peterson.
Respected and well known Dr. Peterson has been studying the Holy Spirit for a new
writing project. For Advent, on Wednesdays November 30 and December 7 at 6:30 in
Fritz Hall, she is going to share highlights of the history of the Holy Spirit and how the
church throughout two millennia has incorporated this part of the Trinity into her life
together. I am excited to hear what she has learned.
Then, the last two weeks of those mid-week classes, Pastor Liz and I take the ball and
talk about the role the Holy Spirit plays in this very special Christmas story. What does
it mean that the Holy Spirit came upon Mary and left this virgin with a child? What do
we think it means? What did the writer of Luke think it meant? How has this interaction
with Mary informed our understanding of the Spirit? Why did the Holy Spirit lose a
starring role in all of our Christmas pageants? Right now I don’t have answers for many
of these questions, but the fun part of my job is poking around and finding some.
I hope many of you in the midst of the rush and pressures of Christmas, will make time
for fellowship, personal reflection, worship and growth this Christmas. All of these good
things are waiting for you in our Advent Wednesday Messiah Nights. Chef Marty has
created four favorites for our meals together at 5:30. Our class with Dr. Peterson and the
pastors at 6:30 promises to be interesting even enlightening. Our beautiful, choir and
soloist led worship at 7:30, Holden’s Evening Prayer, will bring you peace. We are
fortunate and blessed with many good gifts at Messiah. Come and unwrap these gifts
with me this Christmas.
Peace,
Pastor Karl
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Sound Team Opportunity!
Grab the seat of power on Sunday mornings, the person who controls the sound. We
need new sound volunteers for our 11:00 Worship Service. This is a great way to serve
for anyone who has a passion to make our worship the best it can be. The mechanics are
relatively simple and you will be well trained. Best of all, you get to hear both my singing
voice unaccompanied in your headphones, and what the pastors are whispering up front
about during worship. Send me an email if you want to know more about this.
Peace, Pastor Karl

Property Purchase, 1180 Waggoner Road
Since given permission by the congregation at a special congregational meeting in
August, we have been in extensive negotiations with the realtor representing the
property. For a number of reasons, we have not been able to come to a satisfactory result
for both parties. As of the Thanksgiving holiday, the owner of the property has indicated
he is considering other options than sale to Messiah. We are unsure of what this means
and still hope to purchase the property. The leaders of the church are in agreement with
the congregation that it would be best for Messiah’s future to own the property. We will
let the congregation know as soon as anything chan

JOSEPH’S COAT IS SO GRATEFUL TO YOU who took time to sort your
clothing, shoes, and household goods and bring things you could spare to the BIG
collection box at church during the last six weeks. These donations helped so much
to restock areas which were lacking.
The men's deodorant is also appreciated. You brought about 140. That is a lot, but
the need is ongoing so we hope you can pick up several each month as you shop and
place it in our collection bin by the Coke machine in Fritz Hall. This would also be a
great project for Scouts, Sunday School Classes, Seniors, Cheers Groups, etc.
Again, thank you for all you do for the Joseph's Coat Ministry. We hope more of you will
join us to volunteer in person as well. It is both enjoyable and rewarding to work with a great
ecumenical group of people to help those in our community who are experiencing tough times
and benefit from both material help and encouragement to get them through. For information on
volunteering call Nancy Becker 614-866-4020 or Karen Hansgen, 614-504-9437. Both are
Messiah members who would be happy to answer questions, give you a
tour, and welcome you.
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
A ton of THANKS to everyone for your food donations to the two food
pantries that Messiah serves…Lutheran Social Services and HEART.
The total weight of food items collected was close to 2200 pounds!
Thank you to the preschool for their wonderful support which
contributed to this being a huge success. We also collected $255 which
will be divided between the two pantries.

HEART FOOD PANTRY sends it thanks and appreciation to everyone
at Messiah for the wonderful Harvest Festival. The concert was
outstanding, the silent auction was amazing and the meal was delicious.
Special thanks go to Karrie Finke, Karen Leidel, Kay Morrissey, Phyllis
Sneed and Pastor Karl for planning this fourth annual event. Thanks
also go out to everyone who purchased tickets or helped in any way to
make this event a success. We were able to raise over $6,000. We are
blessed to have partners like you supporting the outreach mission of the pantry.

HEART FOOD PANTRY is a registered charity with the Amazon Smile
Program; as such HEART can receive .05% of your purchase to support our
budget.
We hope you will register with Amazon Smile and choose HEART as the
recipient of your gift. You just have to enter Amazon Smile in your search engine and follow the
instructions to register for HEART. It is a great program and an easy way to share a gift with others.
Thanks for considering this request.

Messiah’s Christmas Shop for Children & Youth of HEART Food Pantry and
Children Nominated by Messiah’s Teachers
Tuesday, December 6 from 2:30 until 9:00PM, Messiah’s Fellowship Hall will be
transformed into a Christmas Shop for the parents of children, some who will only
receive the gifts we provide.
On Sunday, the 4th we will begin sorting from 3:00 until 6:00, Monday the 5th 9:00 to
6:00; there will be a crew to sort, clean, paint and repair usable toys… Tuesday morning from 9:00 we
will put the finishing touches on the room and gifts.
If you can give some time, just show up and help whenever your time will allow.
YOUTH GIFTS are very scarce. Nancy Hoffman is collecting “gift cards” or
funds to purchase gift cards for youth 13 to 17. If you are interested in helping
with this contact her 614-787-4230 or incrediblehoff25@ymail.com
For general information contact Margaret Messick 614-999-5592.
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Alisa Limbers
Todd Mountain
Robert Black
Brooklynn Janks
Eva Lindahl
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Jodi Thompson
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Sarah Kerr
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Becky Morrison
Jennifer Wissinger
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Nola Hanf
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Michelle Crist
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Kathryn Boiarski
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Nicholas Epperly
Mary (Newell) Harrington
Emily Thatcher
John Wood
Amelia Boiarski
Chris Lantis
Kristin McAllister
Carol Olson
Rick Teague
Stacy Thatcher
Glenn Harris
Adam Miller
Lori Keller
Bessie McGarvey
Samantha McKenna
Martin West
Kathy Reed
Jennifer Trumbull
Tim Houghton
Daniel Huskey
Roger Solt
Charlie Woltja
Martha Koepplin
Linda Sauter
Nicholas Sudimack
Nancy Hoffman
Andrew Lyons
Diane McClain
Haley Tandy
Liam Thompson
Egon Carstensen
Dan Newell
Adam Wood
Doug Arnold
Lauren Blake
Cindy Owens
Dean Fogt
Nichole Peterson
Xzavier Price
Bobby Sheridan
Dianne Tredway

Dec. 21
7:30
Dec. 24
1:30
4:30 Will Stought
7:30 Taylor Kreimeier
11:00 Emma Carlson
Dec. 25
10:00
LECTORS
Dec. 4
8:00 Margaret Messick
9:30 Jane Stephenson
11:00 Virginia Finney
Dec. 11
8:00 Cari Asar
9:30 Howard Jones
11:00 Jim Diehm
Dec. 18
8:00 Lois Beery
9:30 Dana Armstrong
11:00 Sara Reidler
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
1:30 Jane Stephenson
4:30
7:30 Glenn Harris
11:00 Sara Reidler
Dec. 25
10:00 Harold Thomas
ACOLYTES
Dec. 4
8:00
11:00 Emma Carlson
Dec. 7
7:30
Dec. 11
8:00
11:00 Kenslee Eckelberry
Dec. 14
7:30
Dec. 18
8:00 Emma Moore
11:00 Emma Carlson

COMMUNION ASST’S
Dec. 4
8:00 Caryl Barrett and Glenn
Harris
9:30 Marcus and Nichole
Peterson, Abbey Schlett,
Sean and Jessica Reiber,
Beth Carmean, George
Hodge
11:00 Richard Hansgen and
Sally Long
Dec. 11
8:00 Sally Cochran and Dave
Long
9:30 Donna and Geoff
Campbell, Hollye Burgess,
Lesley and Anthony
Kerkman, Lisa and Ernie
Underwood, Paige Hanf,
Paula and Kacy Tandy
11:00 Michael Grimm and Jim
Diehm
Dec. 18
8:00 Linda Sauter and Ray
Olson
9:30 Ashley Jutte, Brooklyn
Janks, Natalie Satterwhite,
Haley Hodge, Hunter Mills,
Olivia Darling, Annie
Carmean
11:00 Suzanne Schmandt and
Sally Long

Dec. 24
1:30 Anthony Kerkman,
Hollye Burgess
7:30 Alisa Limbers, Linda
Ickes, Sally Cochran
11:00
Dec. 25
10:00 Glenn and Kim Harris
ALTAR GUILD
Peggy Rabe and Carol Keiber
TRADITIONAL USHERS
8:00 The Kuhn Team
11:00 The Braden Team
SOUND SYSTEM (8:00)
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 24
1:30
4:30
7:30
11:00

Randy Wilson
Brian McClain
Andy Moore
Bryan Kuhn
David Waite
Andy Moore
Gary Schmandt

Dec. 25
10:00
David Waite
SOUND SYSTEM (11:00)
Dec. 4 Gary Schmandt
Dec. 11 David Waite
Dec. 18 Gary Schmandt

NURSERY NANNY
Amy Canon, Tina and Sarah
Kerr
ETERNAL CANDLE
Barbara McClain

Refreshments for December
Date
December 4
December 11
December 18

Date
December 4
December 11
December 18

8:00 a.m.
Biruta Buckenberger
Clara Jones
Jean Lantis

8:00am
Mac and Cheryl Kelly
Sally Cochran and Bev
Healy
Barb Formentelli and Judy
Davis

9:30 a.m.
Dee Gabe
Amy Canan
Julie Strohm

11:00 a.m.
Ethel Cochran
Barb McClain
Freddie Hessler

9:30am
Jean Lantis, Marcy Schlater
Karen McCarty, Julie
Strohm
Shontaya Price-Phinisee
Family

11:00am
Marilyn Potter
Nancy Becker
Bonnie Doerner

The season of giving
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported Messiah Lutheran
Church this past year with their time, talent and financial contributions and look
forward to support from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need a
convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift
before the end of the year, we encourage you to check out our electronic giving
options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around the holidays, you may find
electronic giving a most welcome way to make contributions. Visit
www.messiahlutheran.net or contact the church office for more information.

Two Fabulous Youth Events Coming Up!
December 10th - Christmas Movie Marathon Extravaganza - 4-8:30pm
Watch Christmas movies, drink hot chocolate, make Christmas cookies and more! We'll meet
at the church at 4pm and then walk over to Pastor Liz's house. Please let Pastor Liz know if
you'll be going.

January 20-21 - Overnight Retreat at Luther Memorial Camp, cost is $70
A winter getaway! We'll play games, enjoy the LMC grounds, have Bible study and worship together. We will depart
from the church at 7:00pm on Friday and return on Saturday following dinner. Please register by December 11th. Please
talk to Pastor Liz if there is any concern with the cost. We want everyone to go!

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 3rd
Join us from 9 – 11:00 a.m. for breakfast, pictures with Santa, crafts, and a story told by Mrs. Claus. A
freewill donation will be accepted to offset costs.

ALL BENEFITS GO TO HELP THE NEEDY THROUGH JOSEPH'S COAT.
HOLIDAY COOKIES - HELP STILL NEEDED
We still need some additional bakers of Christmas Cookies, (to be dropped off at church on Sat. Dec. 10, (from 9-noon.).
They will be boxed that afternoon and sold the next day Sunday, Dec. 11 from 8:45 until sold out. Please stop at the table
in the Welcome Center to volunteer to bake with the slips found there, or volunteer to help pack or sell cookies on the
sheets also found there. This can be one of your gifts to the community, as all profits go to the work of Joseph's Coat for
those in need.

Buy your Christmas goodies right here at Messiah on December 11
The baker elves from Messiah are baking wonderful Christmas cookies just for you. We are boxing assortments of those
delicious cookies, and will have them for sale right in the Welcome Center all Sunday morning, Dec. 11, (or until sold
out) You might want to purchase them on the way into worship rather than after to make sure you get yours! We would
be happy to hold them while you worship.
Prices are the same as last year - $12 for a medium box, and $20 for the large box. After price shopping at bakeries we
feel this is a very good value. All are wonderful for parties, family gatherings, and gifts - or just giving yourself a special
treat. All benefits go to help the needy through Joseph’s Coat.

We still send prescription glasses to Vision Health International...The glasses are
refurbished and used to improve sight and lives in Central America. Please place them
in the collection chest in Fellowship Hall.

Next year’s offering envelopes are available in the Welcome Center. Please let the office know if
you don’t find yours.

Please mark your calendars for our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 11 at
12:15pm. We will be voting for our budget for 2017 and for three open council seats. The
candidates for the council seats are Amy Canan, Nancy Hoffman, and Sara Reidler. Bios of these
members are listed below. Copies of the proposed budget for 2017 will be available in the
church office and on the desk in the Welcome Center.

Names and Bios for Council
Amy Canan - I have been a member of Messiah since 1972. I was raised and confirmed at Messiah. I was married to
my husband Rob in 2005 here at Messiah. My twin daughters Abby & Karleigh were baptized here and are currently very
active in all the children's activities. I am currently the nursery nanny at the 11:00 service. I have served on the MCS
preschool board, taught Sunday school, helped coordinate bible school and helped with many other children's activities
throughout the years. I graduated from Columbus State in 1996 with a degree in Early Childhood Education. I currently
work for Gahanna Jefferson Schools as an Educational Aide for children with autism at Blacklick Elementary.

Nancy Hoffman - I've been a member of Messiah Lutheran Church for 10 years. Over the years I've volunteered at
Heart Food Pantry and Joseph's Coat. I've also helped with our High school group, and chaperoned 9 mission trips.
Currently I'm a member of Rebecca's Circle, Alter Guild and volunteer my time with the confirmation class. I am
currently employed by AJA Restaurant Group, and manage the Taco Bell in Pickerington. When time allows I enjoy
spending time with my family. Hobbies include gardening and watching sports.

Sara Reidler - I have been a member at Messiah since 2008. I grew up with a long history with Messiah with my
mom, Meg Reidler, growing up at the church and being baptized here as a child. During the 8 years that I have been a
member, I have been a member of Altar Guild, member of the choirs, served as crucifer, communion assistant and lay
reader. This year I have started helping with the confirmation classes as well. My mom and I regularly attend the 11
o'clock worship service. I am interested to serve on council to help grow and develop the church in ways to serve the
community around us and to build us as a community within. Being a member of this church through high school, college
and now into adulthood gives me a different perspective towards the church. I would love to help bring younger members
to the church and spread my love for Messiah.

Christmas at Messiah
Messiah Lutheran Church
1200 Waggoner Road
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068
614-866-4386
www.messiahlutheran.net
December 3, 2016
9:00 a.m. – 11:00
Breakfast with Santa
December 3 – from 9 – 11:00 a.m. Join us for breakfast, pictures with Santa, crafts, and a story told by Mrs. Claus. A
freewill donation will be accepted to offset costs.
The children of Messiah Present….The Christmas Window on December 11th at the 9:30 am service. Join us as we
share our message of Christmas with you.

Christmas Cookie Sale – December 11th. Delicious boxed Christmas Cookies will be available to purchase at all the
services. Tell your friends and neighbors.

Throughout Advent - Join us for fellowship and food on Wednesday nights at 5:30 and stay for the Adult
Education at 6:30. Dr. Cheryl Peterson from Trinity Lutheran Seminary will teach at 6:30 PM on the Holy Spirit; called to
be God with us in the time of waiting. Our Midweek Advent celebrations begin Wednesday, November 30. We mark
Advent with a beautiful music filled Wednesday Night worship service using Holden's Evening Prayer at 7:30 PM.

We have 4 Christmas Eve Services (December 24, 2016) planned, and one is just right for you.
1:30 pm – Join us for a quiet, renewing and meaningful Christmas Eve Service.
4:30 pm – Our Family Service is full of kids and parents all excited about that big day. It is led by our Praise Team and
Youth and Children’s Ministers. Plan to come at 4:00 pm to enjoy The Music of Christmas presented by our Music
Ministry.
7:30 and 11:00 – These two services are led by our choirs; they are beautiful and meaningful with all the best Christmas
hymns. Plan to come at 7:00 and 10:30 pm to enjoy pre-service Christmas music.
We will light our candles individually at all services as we sing “Silent Night” together and share the Lord’s
Supper.

