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From the pastor… 

 

I had a good run this morning, but I still felt anxious and 

uneasy afterward. I had listened for my entire Monday 

morning run to the CBS show Face the Nation, podcast version. Now, I have a lot 

going on this week, so there could be multiple reasons why this run did not relax 

me, as most do. Still, I think I was put on edge by hearing interviewed all but two 

of the seven candidates running for president.   

This presidential campaign season I am starting to wonder if I have let my interest 

get out of kilter. I am filling time in the car or on runs with endless pundits talking 

about this election, rather than listening to music or great storytelling shows like 

This American Life or Snap Judgment. My interest is not a civic virtue. I am not 

trying to decide on whom to vote for in our own Ohio primary in March. I am 

transfixed at the spectacle of our brawling candidates. Like a traffic accident, I 

can’t seem to take my eyes off of it, hourly, daily, weekly.  

I think it is hurting my spirit. There is wholeness in having balance in life. There is 

goodness in trying to see the world through eyes of faith, not Democratic or 

Republican eyes. I have enough information to be a good citizen of my country and 

cast my ballot. I need to move on now and fill my time better. Our lives can get 

distorted so easily by interests and passions that move us away from God rather 

than closer. This intense passion feels as though it might be distorting me. 

How is your spirit doing? I hope you are filling this Lenten season with rituals, 

habits and interests that bring you closer to God’s hope for you, rather than further 

away. I hope the risen Christ is giving you eyes of faith to see the world. Pay 

attention this Lent to how you are feeling. Maybe, you need what I need, not to 

ignore the world, but to not the let world dominate our priorities or concerns.   

Peace, 

Pastor Karl 
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Faithful Giving 

We finished 2015 with a surplus in our operating budget of about $15,000. This is our 
third surplus in four years. None of these surpluses have been large, only about 2% or 
3%. Still, it is always better to be in surplus than deficit.  

When we have a surplus, council spends time in our January meeting deciding what to 
do with the extra money. This January, they decided to set aside some of the money to 
pay for some December bills that had not been billed in time, give some of the money to 
the Pastor’s Discretionary fund, which is dedicated to helping people in need, and divide 
up the remaining $10,000 between a church property project fund to work on our 
parking lot and a council project fund for opportunities that will come up in 2016. Our 
goal at Messiah is zero budgeting, meaning that we spend as much money every year as 
we receive. Our thought is that people share their offering so that ministry happens, not 
for our bank accounts to get fatter.  

There are multiple reasons for the surpluses, including the good work of our leaders to 
keep costs down. However, the main reason is that we have shown a consistent 3% 
average growth in giving nearly every year for the last thirteen years. This is a direct 
result in every year receiving new members who are passionate about the ministry at 
Messiah, a huge increase in the last five years of people giving faithfully online-last year 
saw a 62% increase-and an increasing number of regular “visitors” giving faithfully in 
the offering plate, even though they receive no recognition of their offering.  

In 2016, the budget passed reflected the trend that we 
would receive another 3% increase in giving. We asked for 
people to make commitments in January. We have 
received to date 131 commitments, totaling about 
$323,562.  We are excited that many people committed for 
the first time. We hope even more people will make a 
commitment. If you haven’t already, challenge yourself 
this year, fill out a commitment card and drop it off at the 
office or put it in the offering plate one Sunday morning. I 
know I do better when I set a goal for myself. We also 
hope that more people will turn to the convenience of 
Simply Giving, which is easy to safely and securely set up 
online at our website, www.messiahlutheran.net. I know it 
has made a difference in my ability to meet my goals of sharing my wealth.  

We hope that all of our members are challenging themselves, growing their giving every 
year as God continues to bless their household. Giving is not something we do after we 
pay all of our bills. We don’t even give so that Messiah can pay her bills. Giving to God is 
the first thing we do as people of faith, to say thanks to God for God’s faithfulness to us 
God has blessed us richly at Messiah and you are an important part of that blessing.  

Peace,  

Pastor Karl 

 

 

http://www.messiahlutheran.net/
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Lenten Midweek Worship - Come join us Wednesday nights 

during Lent.   

 

 Islam and Christianity 
A five week class is being led during Lenten Wednesdays by Pastor Karl 

and Pastor Liz at 6:30 after our Messiah Night Meal. Our first class met 

Wednesday, February 17. The goal of the class is to help us understand 

the Islamic religion better, to note differences and similarities with 

Christianity and identify ways we can use the values we share to further 

the gospel. On our last class we will have an opportunity to ask 

questions and clarify our understanding with a guest speaker from the Islamic Center here in Columbus. 

Come grow with us on Wednesdays in Lent.   

Lenten Midweek Worship 

Keep your Lenten Promises by attending the beautiful thirty minute worship at the end of our Messiah 

Night activities.  Join us in our sanctuary at 7:30 during the season of Lent to enjoy scripture, prayer, a 

short homily and special music from one of our many choirs.  You will leave refreshed. 

 

 

We continue taking orders for Easter Lilies through Sunday, March 6.  The cost is 

$6.50. Envelopes are in the pews.  Please indicate on your envelope how you 

would like your lily dedicated.   

 

Scout Sunday, March 6, 2016  

Messiah Lutheran Church will be recognizing all Boy and Girl Scouts from our community at the 9:30am 

service on March 6.  The service will include a special Children's Message, Scout Blessing, Slideshow, 

and a reception following the service.  If your child/troop/den is planning on participating come to the 

church by 9:15am wearing your uniform and bring with you any flags or banners for the processional.  

Please contact Michelle Miefert, Children’s Minister to RSVP with your name, and if you’re the leader, 

the number of boys and girls and any photos you would like to be considered for the slideshow to 

mmiefert@messiahchristianschool.org.   We look forward to celebrating the good gift of Scouts.  Invite 

your friends to come too!   

 

 

Chair Stair Lift Available 
 

A stair chair lift is available for FREE if someone needs one for their home. It is a Harmer 

Summit unit, 110 volt, 5 ampere: rated speed 22 FPM and; rated for 300 pounds. Manufactured 

in 2010. Some installation hardware may be required. Contact Linda in the church office, 614-

866-4386, if interested. 
 

 
Easter Breakfast March 27 

7:30 to 10:00 am 
 Don’t cook breakfast on Easter!  Enjoy a delicious treat before the morning services: 

 Sausage Strata, Egg and Cheese Strata, French Toast Casserole, Rolls, Doughnuts, Fruit and Beverages 

 

 

mailto:mmiefert@messiahchristianschool.org
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Serving in our 

worship this 

month . . . 
 

LECTORS 

March 6 

  8:00 Ray Olson 

  9:30 Howard Jones 

11:00 Jim Henschen 

March 13 

  8:00 Lois Beery 

  9:30 Kathleen 

             Sackett 

11:00 Jim Diehm 

March 20 

  8:00 David Long 

  9:30 Hollye Burgess 

11:00 Sally Long 

March 24 Maundy 

Thursday 

  7:30 Glenn Harris 

March 26  Vigil 

  7:30 Ray Olson 

March 27 

  8:00 Kim Harris 

  9:30 Hollye Burgess 

11:00  Alisa Limbers 

 

ACOLYTES 

March 6 

  8:00 Laura 

Stephenson 

11:00 Skylar Hogan 

March 13 

  8:00 Dylan 

Tredway 

11:00 Norah Colburn 

 

March 20 

  8:00 Jacob Price 

11:00 Luke Evenson 

March 24  Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 Brian McCalin 

March 25  Good Friday 

   7:30 Norah Colburn 

March 27 

  8:00 Emma Moore 

11:00 Bryson Eckelberry 

 

Acolytes for Lenten Services 

7:30 p.m. 

March 2      Donovin White  

March 9      Norah Colburn 

March 16    Jonathan Begeny 

 

COMMUNION ASST’S 

March 6 

  8:00 Caryl Barrett, Barb 

Formentelli 

  9:30 Geoff and Donna 

Campbell, Hollye Burgess, 

Lesley and Anthony 

Kerkman, Lisa and Ernie 

Underwood, Paige Hanf, 

Kacy and Paula Tandy 

11:00 Alisa Limbers and 

Kassie Diehm 

March 13 

  8:00 Ray Olson, Sally 

Cochran 

  9:30 Ashley Jutte, 

Brooklynn Janks, Natalie 

Satterwhite, Haley Hodge, 

Hunter Mills, Ashley 

Cochran, Olivia Darling 

11:00 Sara Reidler, Richard 

Hansgen 

March 20 

  8:00 Debbie Glass, Mike 

Cochran 

  9:30 Mike and Terri Janks, 

Matt and Cathy 

Satterwhite, Barbara 

McClain, Ross, Vickie and 

Leighlyn McClain, Don 

and Dee Gabe 

11:00 Richard Hansgen, Sally 

Wallace 

March 24  Maundy Thursday 

  7:30 Kim Harris, Sara 

Reidler 

March 27 

  8:00 Glenn Harris, Kim 

Harris, Dave Long, Linda 

Sauter 

  9:30 Seth, Jim and Caleb 

Diehm, Melissa Stonerook, 

Bob and Carol Kohs, Dan 

and Elaine Majoy, Eric and 

Vicki Morris 

11:00  Sara Reidler, Michael 

Grimm, Jim Keeny, 

Suzanne Schmandt 

TRADITIONAL USHERS 

  8:00  The Kuhn Team 

11:00  The Parson Team 

 

SOUND SYSTEM (8:00) 

March 6      Brian McClain 

March13     Andy Moore 

March 20    Bryan Kuhn 

March 27    Randy Wilson 

 

SOUND SYSTEM 11:00 

March 6      David Waite 

March 13    David Waite 

March 20    Gary Schmandt 

March 27    Gary Schmandt 
 

NURSERY NANNY 

Amy Canan,  

Tina and Sarah Kerr 

Elizabeth Newell 

MARCH ALTAR GUILD 
Meg Reidler and Sara Reidler 

 

ETERNAL CANDLE    

Biruta Buckenberger 
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 Date 8:00 9:30 11:00 
March 6 Rochelle Morrison Jennifer Wittler Debra Strickling 

March 13 Kathy Miller Beth Carmean Ethel Cochran 

March 20 Rob Scheiderer Bessie McGarvey Nancy Becker 

March 27 Easter Breakfast Easter Breakfast Easter Breakfast 

 

 
Date 

 

8:00 Service 9:30 Service 11:00 Service 

March 6 Bev Healy and Sara Crist Kari Jones Family Jennifer Wiseman 

March 13 Carol Kokai and Clare 

Soppe 

Lori Gulling, Jean 

Lantis, Marcy 

Schlater 

Jean and Alisa Limbers 

March 20 Denise Solt and Biruta 

Buckenberger 

Lucas and Sara Smith 

Family 

Steve and Rhonda Parson 

March 27 Rob and Hal Scheiderer Julie Strohm, Geoff 

and Donna Campbell 

Steve and Tracy 

Schuricht 

 

 

This Summer's Youth Trips! 
Each year we offer summer trips for our Confirmation and High School youth. These trips are 

opportunities to build relationships, serve others, and challenge ourselves to grow in new environments 

and to experience God in community. Sometimes "going away" can help us to share and serve when 

we're closer to home. We hope that these trips strengthen our youth in their faith and help them 

continue to grow together in the future.  

 

We are excited about where we'll be going and what we'll be doing! Any youth interested in going should contact Pastor 

Liz or Jim Diehm. 

 

For High School: 
June 24th - July 1st, 2016 

Oaks Indian Mission in Oaks, Oklahoma 

 

This trip will be an immersion experience with the Cherokee Nation. Led by Oaks Indian Mission, we will learn about 

Cherokee history and culture, explore expressions of our faith in this context, build relationships and grow in 

understanding. 

 

For Confirmation: 
July 10th - July 15th, 2016 

Servant Camp Week at Lutheran Memorial Camp 

 

A trip that stays close to home this year, we will be living in a group setting with youth from other churches. Together, we 

will worship, serve, fellowship and learn. 
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Wendy Morris   1 

Jacob Price    

Jenifer Shaw  

Stacey Bergstrom  3 

Zachary Clementz 

Vince Colburn 

Kayla Hill 

Carol Kohs    

Sarah Smith   

Pam Zwick 

Carolyn Asar   4 

Kane Miller  

Paul Matthews   5 

Robert Thornton 

Harley Enmen   6 

Axel Kreimeier 

Theresa Newell   8 

Jameson Mosely  9 

Janet Jones   10 

Richard Mederer 

Kathleen Sackett   

Kelzey Wilson   

Debbie Corcoran  11 

Jason Messick 

Seth Nickolas 

Joseph Armintrout  12 

Karrie Finke   13 

Kelly Fullam    

Gail Blackburn   14 

Norrie Colburn 

Julie Eckelberry   

Jerry Herring   15 

Stella Eck   16 

Terri Janks   

Sandy Schnaitman 

Emily Corcoran   17 

Jennifer Miller 

Colt Weber   

Al Smith   18 

Joe Elliott   19 

Chip Martin 

Alvin Smith   

Walter Schatz   20 

Dalton DeLaughder  21 

Brittney McKenna  

Martin Biedron  

Norman Vesely   22 

Hannah Lindsey  23 

Tyler Worthington 

Tim Carlson   24   

Tim Eck   25 

Eva Fogt 

Pam Taylor 

Yoli Dunham   26 

Carol Kokai  

Ray Olson  

Dave Glass   27 

Aubrey Brown   28 

Michelle Downs   

Tracy Schuricht  

Trey Albert   29 

Rodney Bluhm  

Andy Keller   

Kassaundra Majoy  

Mike Cochran   30 

Harvey Thomas 

Danielle Bartholomew  31 

Gretchen Rice   

Stephen Schuricht 

Jane Stephenson   

Jenny Van Buren  
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What:  Plots for growing your own vegetables,  

   herbs, etc. 

Size:  10 x 20 plots 

Cost:  Free (limited number available) 

Where:  Behind our parsonage located at  

1160 Waggoner Road 

 
 

An informational meeting will be held at Messiah Lutheran 

Church on Wednesday, March 16.  We invite you to join us 

for a free fellowship meal at 5:30 p.m.  If you can’t join us 

for dinner please come to the meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

in our Fellowship Hall.  Open to all.  You do not have to be a 

member of Messiah to enjoy the use of the plots. 

 

Please contact Steve Parson at texcleveland@aol.com if you 

have any questions or call the church office at  

614-866-4386. 

mailto:texcleveland@aol.com
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Breakfast with the Bunny  

Saturday, March 19, 2016 

9:00am – 11:00 am 

 

Come enjoy scrambled eggs, sausage, bagels and 

more. The Easter Bunny will be on hand for great 

professional quality pictures. Plus, we will entertain 

the kids with crafts and games. We end with a huge 

egg hunt that is a treat for all ages.  Bring your 

children, grandchildren and friends! 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

March 20, 2016 

The service begins with a parade of palms to festive 

music.  Multiple special music offerings add 

richness throughout the service.  We end with a sad 

and dark entrance into Holy Week with a scripture 

reading on the crucifixion of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

March 24 at 7:30 pm 
 

 In worship, we reflect on the last supper of Jesus 

and his disciples, then say yes to the invitation to 

eat with Jesus and all the saints again in 

communion. The service ends in a moving ritual 

that prepares our altar and space for a dramatic  

Good Friday service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying on the Way to the Cross 
 

The high school youth group will host a Prayer 

Station Vigil prior to the Good Friday Service. The 

youth invite the entire congregation to come at any 

time after 6:30pm to a space created for prayer and 

reflection.  

Good Friday Service 

March 25 at 7:30 pm 

 

The sanctuary remains dark as we enter into the 

chaos of the last hours of Jesus' life. Special music, 

moving hymns, storytelling and a new ritual 

remembering the cross with the light of the Spirit 

our lives, involve all who come to worship.   

 

     

 

 

 

 

Saturday Vigil 

March 26 at 7:30pm 

 

  A unique service of hope that moves throughout 

the church as stories of God, the promise keeper are 

told. Celebrate with those being baptized on this 

night and hear the promise of your own baptism 

again. Be the first to march with joy into the Easter 

Sanctuary ringing a bell shouting Alleluia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Easter – March 27 

Traditional 8:00 & 11:00 

Contemporary - 9:30 

Christ is Risen! Shouts of alleluia punctuate this 

grand celebration in our beautiful sanctuary filled 

with lilies. A special brass ensemble accents the 

traditional services, and enthusiastic songs, prayers, 

and preaching fill the day with excitement. Christ is 

Risen Indeed!   
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otto:  SOLI DEO GLORIA!      (To God Alone the Glory!)    

 
 

ission Statement:      
 
“It is the mission of the Messiah Lutheran Chancel Choir to musically enhance our 
worship services and to prepare our hearts to praise and receive the proclaimed word 
of God.  The choral music offered is a means to teach, comfort, inspire and motivate 
the congregation.  The dedication of this choir to high musical standards and 
consistent musical leadership requires commitment from every member.” 
 

logan: 
 
“Body, mind, spirit and voice…it takes the whole person to sing and rejoice!”            
        --Helen Kemp 
hoir Goals:    

  

*   Learn to sing better.  (LISTENING carefully; uniformity of vowels; intonation;
 expression of emotional content; improve musical literacy; not accepting 
 mediocrity…excellence is our goal. 

 
 *   Make time spent in rehearsals more productive. 
 
 * Learn parts outside of choir practice by listening to and singing with recordings 

 provided. 
 
 * Dedicated time spent on warm ups and unison singing. 
   
 * Consistent attendance at rehearsals 
 

 * Carry on Chancel Choir’s tradition of being formational in our faith; building 
 community and camaraderie. 

 

 **New Choir members are welcome to join ANY TIME of the choir year! 

M 
M 

S 
 C 
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Senior Saint Choir is looking for additional members.  What better 

time to join as we prepare special music for the Lenten and Easter 

services.  We meet on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in Fritz 

Hall.  If you sang during your school days, sing in the shower; find 

yourself singing to your car music station.....you qualify.  There are no 

auditions....just Saints who will make you feel welcomed with open 

arms.  Please join us.   

 

There is a saying......Singing daily for at least ten minutes reduces 

stress, clears sinuses, improves posture and can even help you live longer.  We rehearse for an hour!  Think 

about that.   

 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 13.  Remember to set your clocks 

ahead one hour before going to bed Saturday night, March 12. 

 

 

 

 

CAUSE AN EFFECT 
Make dinner a selfless act by joining us for a fundraiser to support 
Reynoldsburg Community Association. Come in to the Chipotle at 7611 
Farmsburg Drive in Reynoldsburg on Tuesday, March 22nd between 
4:00pm and 8:00pm. Bring in this flyer, show it on your smartphone or 
tell the cashier you’re supporting the cause to make sure that 50% of 
the proceeds will be donated to Reynoldsburg Community Association. 
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Five car loads of blankets 

and winter clothing were 

delivered to First English Lutheran 
in three separate deliveries. The 

project was a great success. Also, 

our normal dinner serve was last 

week.  First English leaders and 

the people we serve have often 

expressed their appreciation for 

Messiah’s extra effort to assist. We 

are still struggling to find enough 

servers.  Would you be willing to 

be the hands and feet of Christ in 

this ministry to our inner city brothers and sisters?  Time commitment is a minimal two 

evening hours six times a year. 

 

 The Quilters with Joyful Hearts have another Saturday event scheduled to make 

more special fun pillowcases for Ronald McDonald House Patient Guests.  This group is 

growing quickly with the number of participants increased by 50%.    We received a large 

donation of children’s fabrics from Howard Jones which was perfect timing for this 

Saturday's event. 

 Michelle Miefert and the children of Messiah baked and decorated Valentine 

cookies and cards for the children at the Y Family Center. The children loved the special 

cookies. 

 Joseph’s Coat hosted their Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at Messiah, Saturday, 

February 20. 

 Hope Lutheran neighbors were served a Sausage Gravy & Biscuit Breakfast, 

Sunday, February 21. 

 HEART is making plans for their big move to the new facility on E. Main Street in 

Reynoldsburg. 

 

Another Chili making and delivery is in the works for later this month. At the end of 

January, seven gallons of the warm, delicious soup was delivered to a downtown 

Columbus shelter. 

 

Submitted by Suzanne Schmandt, Outreach Ministry Leader.    

suzanne.schmandt@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

mailto:suzanne.schmandt@gmail.com
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HEART Food Pantry has exciting news. We are moving to a new, more convenient facility for 
our clients and our volunteers. We have leased space at 6475 East Main St., Suite 126, 
Reynoldsburg, OH  43068. There are many advantages: 
 

 completely handicap accessible 
 closer to the center of Reynoldsburg 
 more shopping, storage and waiting space 
 better climate control 

 
We will be moving from our current facility on Saturday, March 19.  We will close beginning 
March 12 at 3:00PM and reopen on April 1. There is much to do from now until then.  All 
responses should be to Operations Director Margaret Messick:  mam71mess@gmail.com  or by 
calling 614.986.9557 
 

 volunteers to help with any part of the move including folks to provide lunch the week of  
             March 13 and 20th.   

 an HVAC contractor to give a gift of air conditioning for the warehouse 
 access to a truck lift gate truck for the day of the move, March 19 
 financial gifts to offset the costs of moving 

 
HEART serves approximately 350 families a month. We sponsor eight produce markets serving 
thousands in our community. In cooperation with Helping Hands, we fill 96 backpacks a week 
that go home with students in food emergency. We do all of this, blessed by God with hard 
working volunteers, generous local businesses and passionate churches.    Together, we are the 
hands and feet of Christ. What a powerful witness and blessing for our community! 

 

 

 

mailto:mam71mess@gmail.com

