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I am pleased with the Christ filled discussion we had 
around homosexuality and the church the first five weeks 

of Messiah Night. If you missed the hour long classes, they were recorded and posted 

online along with extensive worksheets for each. The goal of the classes was not to win 
people to one side or the other. The primary goal was to listen and more importantly 

understand each other. While the people that attended didn't completely agree with 
each other, they were always respectful and loving towards one another, as I expect 
the church to be. 

I did have a second goal, to enable our council to create a clear statement concerning 
whether committed homosexual relationships are sinful or not, as part of a welcome 

statement to the homosexual community. Such a statement would be helpful for me, 
since I have already been asked to officiate in a same sex marriage for a non- Messiah 

couple. I declined, because per a directive from our bishop, I cannot participate, inside 
or outside the church, unless my congregation allows me. After hearing the many 
voices from Messiah that spoke out in this five week class, I believe we do not have 

consensus to create such a statement. Further, I heard little support for allowing 
Messiah pastors to officiate at same sex marriages. My recommendation for council is 

that we not move forward on either issue.  At the October 20 Council Meeting, heard 
and accepted this recommendation. We will not be changing our position in the short 
term, which is currently that Messiah and her pastors will not bless same sex 

marriages. 

The class was a good learning experience for me. Not only did I hear from many of you 

on this issue that has generated so much discussion in our culture and church, I also 
got to delve more deeply into the scripture than I have before, considering in fresh 

ways the cultural norms and context behind the prohibitions on same gender sex. This 
study and our discussion impacted my thinking. I look forward to sharing that 
thinking in the future.  What gratified me the most, was hearing overwhelmingly from 

everyone who attended that all are welcome at Messiah.  

In the interim we remain a community open to all who wish to join us as we continue 

the process of understanding what it means to love God and to love each other. 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Karl 
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After much thought, study and prayer, I support full participation in the life of the church, 
including those in the LGBT community. I believe it would be faithful for me to officiate in a 
same gender wedding. I look forward to the time when my congregation will allow me to do this; 
although, I am not pressuring Messiah to make this step with me. In fact, I recommend that 
council not make this move or create any statement on this issue because we lack consensus.  

The clarity of this is new for me. Scriptural prohibitions against same gender sex exist and they 
are clear. These passages kept me from abandoning the nearly universal opposition of the 
church to same gender sex. However, careful study of these passages, concerning the cultural 
norms of the societies behind scripture and the context in which they wrote, have led me to 
honest and faithful questions whether Christ is present in these prohibitions. I encourage 
anyone reading this to review the points in our class together on this topic found at 
www.messiahlutheran.net under the tab From the pastor. It is not new or unprecedented for the 
church to change her mind for similar reasons. We have had major shifts of understanding 
concerning marriage, divorce, banking, ordination and slavery. Scripture was equally clear on 
these issues, too.   

For almost twenty years, I have had doubts about the church’s teaching concerning 
homosexuality. What is sinful about two people in a committed and loving same gender 
relationship? Are we asking someone to deny and reject how they clearly see themselves in order 
to fit into the narrow and neat categories we imagine to be God’s creation? Should the embrace 
of the truth of God's saving love for us have to start with a fundamental rejection of our very 
selves? And finally, even if two people in a loving same gender relationship is sinful, should that 
change my impulse to be loving, merciful and accepting of my gay brother and sister wanting to 
live a faithful life? And if the answer is no, does our debate over this issue have any practical 
implications? 

I believe that our better conversation as church should be what makes a healthy relationship, not 
what genders are needed for a healthy relationship. In the church, we should be encouraging 
people by teaching, preaching and modeling to create committed, publicly accountable 
relationships that can hold safely our desire to be sexually intimate with one another. The 
church should advocate that all people - straight or gay - enjoy their sexual relationships within 
the safest place of trust, marriage. All the while making room for loving conversations with 
adults as they navigate their sexual desires within and outside of marriage. This would be truly 
serving all people in our pews.      

I know this decision will disappoint some and cause others to celebrate. I hope our twelve and a 
half year relationship in ministry together is strong enough to weather any disagreement. This is 
only representative of my journey, and I respect the thoughtful, grace-filled decisions of others. I 
am pursuing no change of policy at Messiah around this issue. At the end of the day, I simply 
could no longer say to my LGBT friends and brothers and sisters in Christ that I love you, but…  

Peace, 

Pastor Karl 
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Thank You to Nancy Becker 

I did not want the month of October to end without acknowledging publicly the hard work of our 

member Nancy Becker as the president for the past six years of the Joseph’s Coat Board. Nancy 

stepped down from this position in the October Board meeting, but will remain on the board.  

Under Nancy’s leadership Joseph’s Coat became fully an ecumenical organization, with a 

number of churches and organizations newly involved. They have grown substantially by every 

measure, volunteer hours, clients served, space, trucks and equipment, and money donated. 

Joseph’s Coat generosity and support under Nancy’s leadership allowed HEART Food Pantry to 

launch and grow and become the largest food pantry in Reynoldsburg. Plus, she has led the 

board to become representative of our community and to think strategically to continue their 

mission.  

What started in the parsonage garage as a ministry in the late 90’s fueled by the passion of our 

own Joann Barrett who is still an active leader at Joseph’s Coat, has become a well-known place 

of hope and care for so many in the Columbus metropolitan area and a sign of the Kingdom, 

what God’s people can accomplish together. I am thankful for the hard work; dedication and 

leadership from Nancy Becker that helped Joseph’s Coat thrive these last six years.  

Peace, 

Pastor Karl 
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No Messiah Night, Wednesday, November 25 

In order to give our many, hardworking volunteers an opportunity to prepare and 

travel for a good Thanksgiving celebration; we will not have Messiah Night on 

Wednesday, November 25. Please, come the other Wednesdays in November. 

There is no reason for anyone at Messiah to cook or eat alone on Wednesdays. 

There is plenty of food and great education opportunities for the entire family at 

Messiah on Wednesdays. 

 

 

 

 Daylight Savings Time ends November 1, 2015.  Remember to set your clocks 

back one hour before going to bed Saturday night, October 31. 

 
 
 

 
HARVEST SUNDAY – November 22 

 

Although many of us no longer raise crops, we celebrate our abundance with 

thanksgiving on Harvest Sunday with an ingathering of non-perishable food to 

share with our hungry neighbors in Reynoldsburg and the greater Columbus 

area.  During November you will be given grocery bags to take home, fill, and 

return on Sunday, November 22.   

 

The food will be shared with the LSS Food Pantry on Champion and with HEART of 

Reynoldsburg, our local pantry.  Messiah’s Pre-School is holding a food drive to support this 

effort. A few suggested food items include:  Canned Fruits - Peaches, Pineapple, Pears, Canned 

Vegetables- Green Beans, Corn, Peas, Carrots, Canned Soups – (Chicken Noodle, Tomato, 

Potato), 

Oatmeal - bulk canister & packets, Baked Beans, Hot Chocolate, Tea and Tuna.  

 

The bags will include an envelope for donations to HEART Food Pantry.  HEART is able to 

purchase food for pennies on the dollar from Mid-Ohio Food Bank.  Checks should be made 

out to HEART Food Pantry.      

 

 

High School Event! 

Wildlights - Stuff a Truck Food Drive at the Zoo 

Friday, November 20th 

 

Meet at the church at 6pm. Bring 5 cans of non-perishable 

goods to donate and receive admission into the Columbus 

 Zoo. 
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Refreshments for November 
 

Date 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

November 1 Michelle Gaulke Lisa Epperly Marilyn Potter 

November 8 Marge Seymour Donna Short Phyllis Sneed 

November 15 Barb Formentelli Kristin McAllister Virginia Finney 

November 22 Rochelle Morrison Kerri Jutte Alisa Limbers 

November 29 Rob Scheiderer Lori Keller Rochelle Morrison 

 

 
 

Date 8:00am 9:30am 11:00am 

November 1 Denise Solt and Biruta 

Buckenberger 

Bob and Carol Kohs Elvin and Jean Fisher 

November 8 Karl and Norma Schweikert Sean and Jessica Reiber 

Family 

Sam and Freddie Hessler 

November 15 Helen Schonhardt and Ed Todd Lucas and Sara Smith Family Ben Kelch and Monica Moore 

November 22 Rob and Hal Scheiderer Julie Strohm, Lori Keller Jennifer Wiseman 

November 29 Cheryl and Mac Kelly Geoff and Donna Campbell Jean and Alisa Limbers 

 
 

Church Council Candidates 

 

Church Council is in the process of identifying candidates for the upcoming yearly 

election of council members.  Members serve 2-year terms and three candidates are 

elected each year at the Congregation Meeting (in December).  If you are interested 

in learning more about council responsibilities and what it means to serve on 

council, please contact council president Glenn Harris (tabarius99@aol.com) or talk 

to Pastor Karl. 

 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

 
Messiah’s Christmas Giving Tree again this year will be a wonderful way to honor and 

benefit Seniors who have worked hard for a living, volunteered and served their country 

and communities in numerous ways.  Many are often forgotten and do not receive gifts 

during the holiday season. 

 

     We will be gathering personal items to distribute to those who live in our Lutheran Social 

Services affordable housing units.  They range in age from 65 to 95.    

 

      Please consider taking an ornament from the tree and purchase any of the items below:     

 

Hand Sanitizer & Tissues, Non-Skid Socks/Slippers, Christmas Candy & Cookies, Crossword 

Puzzles & Word Search books, Body Lotion, Postage Stamps, and Shower Gel. 

 

 

mailto:tabarius99@aol.com


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in Our 

Worship This Month 

 
LECTORS 
November 1 

  8:00 Cari Asar 

  9:30 Sherri Houghton 

11:00 Alisa Limbers 

November 8 

  8:00 Carol Kokai 

  9:30 Kathleen Sackett 

11:00 Sara Reidler 

November 15 

  8:00 Bob Finney 

  9:30 Howard Jones 

11:00 Jim Henschen 

November 22 

  8:00 Bob Finney 

  9:30 Jane Stephenson 

11:00 Jeanette Kuder 

November 29 

  8:00 David Long 

  9:30 Katie Colburn 

11:00 Sally Long 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION ASST’S 

 

November 1 

  8:00 Barb Formentelli, 

Debbie Glass 

  9:30 Scott and Caryl 

Barrett, Alexander and Yogie 

Jeffy, Karen McCarty, Rob 

and Mary Sharrett 

11:00 CJ Fosnaugh, Alisa 

Limbers 

November 8 

  8:00 Jim Diehm, Caryl 

Barrett 

  9:30 Nichole and Marcus 

Peterson, Abbey Hanf, Sean 

and Jessica Reiber, Beth 

Carmean, George Hodge 

11:00 Sally Long, Meg 

Reidler 

November 15 

  8:00 Helen Schonhardt, 

Kim Harris 

  9:30 Geoff and Donna 

Campbell, Hollye Burgess, 

Lesley and Anthony 

Kerkman, Ernie and Lisa 

Underwood, Paige Hanf, 

Kacy and Paula Tandy 

11:00 Jim Henschen, Jim 

Keeny 

November 22 

  8:00 Kassie Diehm, Caleb 

Diehm 

  9:30 Ashley Jutte, 

Brooklyn Janks, Natalie 

Satterwhite, Haley Hodge, 

Hunter Mills, Ashley 

Cochran, Olivia Darling 

11:00 Linda Ickes, Phyllis 

Sneed 

 

November 29 

  8:00 Dave Long, Mac 

Kelly 

  9:30 Mike and Terri 

Janks, Matt and Cathy 

Satterwhite, Barbara 

McClain, Ross, Vickie and 

Leighlyn McClain, Don and 

Dee Gabe 

11:00 Mike Grimm, 

Richard Hansgen 

 

TRAD USHERS 

  8:00 The Moore Team 

11:00 The Lumpkin Team 

 

SOUND SYSTEM (8:00) 

Nov. 1       Bryan Kuhn 

Nov. 8       Randy Wilson 

Nov. 15     Brian McClain 

Nov. 22     Andy Moore 

Nov. 29     Bryan Kuhn 

 

SOUND SYSTEM (11:00) 

Nov. 1      Gary Schmandt 

Nov. 8       David Waite 

Nov. 15     Gary Schmandt 

Nov. 22     Gary Schmandt 

Nov. 29      David Waite 

 

NOVEMBER ETERNAL 

CANDLE 

Robert and Barbara 

Teague 
 

NOVEMBER ALTAR 

GUILD 

Carol Keiber and Peg Rabe 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettias - We will begin taking orders on Sunday, November 8 
for poinsettias.  We will take orders through Sunday, November 29.  
The cost this year will be $12.00.  Please consider purchasing one or 
two poinsettias in memory of or in honor of a loved one.  Please pick 
up an envelope in the Welcome Center and write legibly how you 
would like your poinsettia(s) dedicated.  Thank you. 
 
 

 

IT'S COOKIE TIME! 

 

Once again we think about homemade Christmas 

cookies - a Messiah tradition now adopted by Joseph's 

Coat.  As we did last year we will box up a good 

selection of the many beautiful cookies and sell them 

on Sunday morning, December 13.  That worked 

wonderfully and members seemed so appreciative that 

we are planning it that way again this year.  The date 

at Messiah will be Saturday, December 12 for boxing, 

and Sunday, December 13 for selling. 

 

The first and most important step is enlisting the bakers - you- to make and donate your 

favorite, colorful and delicious holiday cookies...the kind people will be excited to buy and 

use for gifts or serve for holiday parties.  We are only asking for 10 dozen each this year.  

Please do not make traditional chocolate chip or oatmeal cookies; (national favorites but 

not at Christmas) or bar cookies which tend to impart their flavor when boxed with other 

varieties.  You may certainly bake ahead and carefully freeze your cookies.  Buckeyes and 

fudge are also welcome.  Bring them to Fellowship Hall in disposable containers from 9:00 – 

11:30 on Saturday morning, December 12.   

 

Dee Gabe will be the Cookie Lady collecting the names of bakers.  Please email her at 

blessedwith2@att.net  to let her know you will bake, or fill in the slip in this newsletter.   

 

Prices remain at $12 for a medium box and $20 for the large box - bargains compared to 

bakery prices.  All proceeds will go to our work with the needy at Joseph's coat. 
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Messiah, St. Pius, Parkview  

Co-Sponsor 
HOLIDAY COOKIE SALE 

 

December 13 

 All morning at each location 

 

 
 

 
 

We need YOU in order to make this project a success. 

All proceeds  from the cookies go to JOSEPH’S COAT. 
 

           

YES!  I (We) will bake 10 dozen cookies for the Cookie Sale 

Name ___________________________________ 

Phone Number ____________________________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________ 

 
We are sorry, but we cannot accept bar cookies.  These kinds tend to soften and impart their flavor to the 

other cookies.  Also, please avoid traditional chocolate chip and oatmeal cookies.  While they are 

national favorites, people tend NOT to select them for the holidays.  Please bring them to the Fellowship 

Hall in disposable containers from 9:00 – 11:30 on Saturday morning, December 12.   

 
Feel free to bake ahead, pack the cookies carefully and freeze them.  Make this a fun project with family 

and friends as one of your Christmas gifts to the church and the community. Through Joseph's Coat it is 

also your gift to the needy who are served there all year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  Contact Dee Gabe  614- 868-0497 or blessedwith2@att.net. 
 

  

 

Please complete this form and place it in the Cookie Basket in the Welcome Center.  

mailto:blessedwith2@att.net


 

 

 

GENTLY USED TOYS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS  

 

In the past, Joseph’s Coat held a day for families with children to pick up 

toys for Christmas.  Their decision benefited HEART FOOD PANTRY.  

HEART always has a tree with “Beanie Baby” ornaments and cars and 

other small items.   But this year we are the beneficiary of the toys 

donated to Joseph’s Coat.    

  On December 8, from 6:00 to 9:00 at Messiah, we will be registering the HEART Food 

Pantry Clients with children and giving them the opportunity to choose a toy/toys for their 

children.   In the past, some of them told us that our small toys were the only ones their 

children would receive.  We are asking members of our partner congregations and businesses 

to gather together toys that we can use for this venture.  The toys should be clean, in working 

order and complete.   If you have toys to donate place in the HEART Box in the back of Fritz Hall 

or drop off at the pantry.   

We need things for children & youth from birth through 17.   Please look around your 

home and see if there is anything that another child/teen might use.    

This is another event focused on serving o our community and we appreciate the Outreach 

Team’s support.   

If you are interested in volunteering to help with this project call or text Margaret 

Messick 614.999.5592 or email mam71mess@gmail.com  

 

 

FREE PRODUCE MARKET ON TUESDAY          
NOVEMBER 24 

Messiah will hold its last produce market on Tuesday, November 24, 
from 3:30 to 6:00pm.   It will be held in the picnic shelter if the 
temperature is 50 degrees or above and inside if the temps go below 
fifty or if it is raining.    

There will be registration to volunteer on November 8 and 15th.    Please consider giving time to 
help provide our neighbors in need of a Thanksgiving dinner.     

 
 
 

mailto:mam71mess@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 

KAIROS MINISTRY 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank my Messiah Church family for all of your prayers 
and donations to support the Kairos Ministry at the Hocking Correctional Facility in 
Nelsonville.  Our prayer chain, along with the rest of the Kairos team, was very impressive 
and had a tremendous impact on the residents. Thank you for participating with the 
posters. They also were an inspiration to the men.  The cookies were constantly consumed 
during the entire four day weekend for they never get cookies.  The Kairos kitchen team 
prepared all the meals for the residents and our team.  All the Kairos team efforts were well 
received by all the inmates.  I want to thank Julie, Pat and Michael for attending the 
powerful closing on Sunday. 
 
Now that I have participated in the Kairos weekend, I can appreciate all the efforts in 
everyone’s support to make the weekend such a success in showing God’s love.  I witnessed 
the Holy Spirit reach and open the hearts of the residents; many of which had given up in 
life itself.  God has directed me to continue with this ministry and I am looking forward to 
the next four day weekend in April of 2016. Consider becoming involved in this ministry 
and attending the closings. It will strengthen your faith in God’s unconditional love.   
 
Your brother in Christ, 
Rich Mederer 

 

Wesley Ridge Retirement Community, 2225 Taylor Park Drive, off Rt. 256, in 

Reynoldsburg, invites you to enjoy fun and fitness in SilverSneakers Flex classes 

with all equipment provided. Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2pm (arrival 1:45) exercise 

in the Circuit/Interval Training class. On Tuesdays only, from 3:15 – 4pm (arrival 

3:10), increase flexibility in Senior Stretch. If you are a SilverSneakers member, the 

classes are free. Non-members are $3 per class or $45 for 8 weeks. The classes are taught by a certified, 

licensed group fitness instructor. The Circuit/Interval offers one hour of cardio, resistance and stretching 

exercise with music. This is a wonderful class for those who are interested in a safe, moderate workout 

that will increase strength, flexibility and aerobic capacity. Senior Stretch, with a yoga foundation (no 

floor work), increases your ability to relax and breathe while building flexibility and balance. Come to the 

Kimes Chapel at Wesley Ridge any Tuesday and/or Thursday to join the fitness fun. For more 

information, contact the SilverSneakers FLEX Program Instructor, Patty Geiger, at 614-325-

6178 or pdgeiger@gmail.com.   

tel:614-325-6178
tel:614-325-6178
mailto:pdgeiger@gmail.com


 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
1200 Waggoner Road  

Third Annual HARVEST MEAL – Sunday November 8  

Thanksgiving Style Dinner with all the trimmings 
including   dessert  

4:30PM until 6:30PM    

“HARVEST FESTIVAL” Concert  
Celebrity Pie Auction, Door Prizes & Silent Auction 

Join us for the concert at 3:00PM and stay for the 
meal.  (carry out available)  

Tickets $9.00, Children 5 – 12 $5.00  

Children 4 and under FREE - All proceeds benefit 
the HEART FOOD PANTRY – tickets available at 

door  
Contact members of the Messiah’s Outreach Team, HEART Board of Directors or the HEART  

Operations Committee or the church office for tickets:   614-866-4386 
 



 

 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH  

HEART FOOD PANTRY FUND RAISER  

NOVEMBER 8, 2015  

7:30 AM – 5:30PM - Bid All-Day    
SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS 2015 

Stop by and do your early Christmas Shopping  

Business donations: 

AAA CAR CARE PLUS- FREE OIL CHANGE 

AND TIRE ROTATION- VALUE $24.95 

ANDERSON GENERAL STORE- VALUE 

$100.00 

BALLETMET COLUMBUS- 2 TICKET TO THE 

NUTCRACKER- VALUE $136 

BUCKEYE BRASS & WINDS- $25.00 GIFT 

CARD 

CITY BBQ- $20.00 

CLEVELAND BROWNS- AUTOGRAPHED 

PICTURE 

COLUMBUS ZOO AND AQUARIUM- BEHIND 

THE SCENE TOUR FOR 8  

COSI 2 GENERAL ADM. TICKETS- VALUE 

$38.00 

CRACKER BARREL RESTRAUNT- DINNER 

FOR 2 (approximate value $50.00) 

CULVERS- FREE PINT OF FROZEN CUSTARD 

PER MONTH FOR 1 YEAR (VALUE $59.88) 

DAIRY QUEEN ICE CREAM CAKE- VALUE 

$23.99 

GAHANNA LANES- VALUE $38.00 

GRISNER AUTO SERVICE- 4 FREE OIL 

CHANGES- VALUE $99.95 

DENISE HERING, D.D.S.- TEETH WHITENING 

FOUR SEASONS GOLF & FITNESS CENTER-  

2 - $50.00 GIFT CERTIFICATES 

HOLLYWOOD CASINO- GIFT BASKET-  

VALUE $200.00 

KENNETH’S HAIR SALONS & DAY SPA 

 VALUE $40.00 

MARKET 65- VALUE $30.00 

MAX N ERMA’S- $25.00 GIFT CARD 

MICHELLE TUESDAY SCHOOL OF MUSIC- 

FOUR MUSIC LESSONS- VALUE $96.45 

MILANOS- $20.00 GIFT CERTIFICATE 

NASTY’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL 

$50.00 GIFT CARDS 

NEWPORT AQUARIUM- 2 ADMISSION 

TICKETS (VALUE $46.00) 

OLD BAG OF NAILS PUB- $25.00 GIFT 

CERTIFICATE & SHIRTS 

OUTBACK STEAK HOUSE- $20.00 GIFT 

CERTIFICATE 

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL- COMPUTER BAG 

OHIO UNIVERSITY – OU FOOTBALL Signed 

by Head Coach  

PANERA BREAD- A LOAF OF BREAD FOR 

ONE YEAR (VALUE $338.00) 

STRADERS- BASKET- VALUE $45.00 

TUFFY AUTO SERVICE- 2 FREE OIL 

CHANGES (VALUE $81.90) 

TYLER’S PIZZERIA & BAKERY- GIFT 

BASKET  TYLER’S PIZZERIA & BAKERY- 

PIZZA PER MONTH (VALUE $150.00) 

TYLER’S PIZZERIA & BAKERY- LOAF OF 

BREAD PER MONTH (VALUE $78.00) 

WHITT’S FROZEN CUSTARD (25 FREE 

SCOOPS OF FROZEN CUSTARD)- VALUE 

$75.00 

Individual donations: (all items new & unused)   

PORTABLE ICE MAKER 

CHILDREN AND ADULT APRONS 

DECORATIVE PILLOW 

FELTED PURSE 

GORHAM SILVER DISH 

OHIO STATE BLANKET 

KNITTED INFANT HAT 

COCA COLA GLASSES 

CHILD’S LUNCH BOX 

FIELDCREST TABLECLOTH (70 IN X 90  

KNITTED TODDLER OSU HAT & SOCK SET 

KNITTED TODDLER HAT & BOOTIE SET 

KNITTED NEW BORN NURSERY CAP 

BOTTLED WINE WITH DECORATIVE 

KNITTED SWEATERS OR HATS 

HANDMADE GREETING CARDS- 

MARY KAY TRAVEL COSEMETIC CASE 

BLUE JACKET TICKETS (Nov 17 

Blue Jackets vs St Louise Blues) 

OSU APRONS & TOTE BAG 

Items may be picked up in the church welcome 

center after 5:30.   If you are not present you will be 

called; pickup and payment are appreciated in a 

timely manner. 



 

 

Sanctuary Renewal Project Update 

The electrical inspection by the City of Reynoldsburg 

resulted in a violation for our having inadequate 

drawings for the electrical changes and additions 

related to the project.  Revised electrical drawings 

were created by Eric Blackburn with advice and 

guidance from Paul Blackburn.  The revised drawings were submitted to the City and have now 

been approved, and a re-inspection of the electrical wiring and fixtures is being scheduled.  

Pending a good inspection report, work on the soffits and chancel floor decking can proceed. 

 

Unfortunately, the delay due to the electrical violation means the project will not be completed 

by November 1 as we had hoped.  Our best estimate for a completion date is now mid- 

December. In the meantime the new projector screen was installed by VST productions, and 

the sockets for the removable communion rails were installed.   All other work awaits the re-

inspection.   
 

Prayer for November 
 

Dear God, 
 

What a busy month November will be for us, both here at church and also out in the secular world.  In 
the secular world we have our duty to vote on Election Day.  If we want the city and state to run 
smoothly, go and vote. 
 
Then we will celebrate Veteran’s Day.  Thank all the vets you know and also the active military for 
giving part of their life to keep our country safe and free.  Later on we celebrate Thanksgiving Day.  
Thank you, God, for food, home and friends. 
 
At church, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day, Christ the King Sunday, Harvest Sunday and welcome new 
members.  On the Harvest Sunday let us raise money to keep food available for those in need.  We need 
to be a Loving God…Loving Each Other congregation. 
 
We thank you for our ancestors who brought us to church.  Thank you for Martin Luther who brought 
Your Word to us in everyday language. 
 
We pray that our Sanctuary will be ready for worship shortly. 
 
But now dear God, we ask You to help accept people in the gay community.  We need to remember they 
are also Your children.  All of us probably know one such person. 
 
Now dear God, as we have ended our class on "Homosexuality, Scripture and Society," we ask that you 
continue to guide us on our journeys. Help us to love and care for all of your children, gay or straight, 
whomever they may be. May all of Messiah Lutheran Church love and learn from each other.  
 
This is a lot to thank you for and also ask for Your help, but we know you will help us.   
 
Amen.  



 

 

 

Confirmation Servant Event 
 

Friday-Saturday, Nov. 13-14 
 

 

Servant events are work projects that promote community development 

by encouraging service through activities.  
 

 

Where we are going: We are going to Lutheran Social Services/SET in 

Vinton County. 

 

Who is invited: Confirmation/Middle School Youth 

 

What this place is like: The destination is a warehouse, with a retreat center 

attached.  There is a fire pit, beds, a kitchen and a big 

open area for games. 

Our schedule: 

 Arrive at church at 5:45 pm, Friday Nov. 13 

 Return at church at 6:00 pm, Sat. Nov 16 

 

What we are doing: We will help set up the Christmas store for the 

community, we will go into the community and help 

people in need. 

  

 Drivers/Chaperones volunteers - contact  Jim Diehm  

o 740-919-9625/jim.diehm@gmail.com 

o Sign Up on the Youth Bulletin Board or notify Jim Diehm 
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Prayer Calendar 
This calendar is a guide for the congregation to use daily.  Pray for the group or people listed. 

       

       November 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

All Saints' 

Day 

 
Daylight 

Savings Time 
Ends 

 Lori Hitsman 
Family 

 
George 

Hodge Family 

Election Day 

 
Nancy 

Hoffman 

Sherri and 

Tim 
Houghton 

 
Christopher 

Huskey 

Family 

Susanne 

Jamison 

Family 
 

Michael Janks 
Family 

Ryan Janks 

 
Alexander 

Jeffy Family 

Janet Jones 

 
Kari Jones 

Family 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Jim and 

Sandy Keeny 

 
Carol Keiber 

Jerry Keller 
Family 

 

Pastor Mac 
and Cheryl 

Kelly 

Martin 
Luther's 

Birthday 

 
Harold and 

Mary Koehler 

Veteran's Day 

 

Bob Kohs 
Family 

Ed Komraus 

 

Glenda 
Kravig 

Bryan and 

Kris Kuhn 
 

Charlie and 

Ellie Lepley 

Carolyn 

March 
 

Ross McClain 

Family 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Ted McKenna 

Family 

 
Norris 

McMackin 
Family 

Margaret 
Messick 

 
Joseph Mikan 

Family 

Brenda 

Nickolas 

Family 
 

Ray Olson 
Family 

Brett Powell 
Family 

 
Brian Prater 

Family 

Cindy Owens 

 
Jeff Payette 

Family 

Rachel 

Racette 

Family 
 

Aleksander 
Ripple Family 

John and 
Joann Saffell 

 
Lane 

Sampson 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Christ the 

King Sunday 
 

Harvest 

Sunday 
 

New Member 
Reception 

William 
Alexander 

Family 

 
Linda Sauter 

Family 

Sarah Schatz 

 
Robert and 

Barbara 

Teague 

Helen 

Schonhardt 
 

Marge 

Seymour 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

Carolinn 

Shibley 
 

Matt and 

Taylor Short 

Alvin Smith 
Family 

 

Nancy and 
Robert Smith 

Family 

29 30           

First Sunday 

in Advent 
 

Ed Todd 

Roger and 
Denise Solt 

 
William 

Taylor Family 

          


