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I turned 50 in August. I am happy that my body 

doesn’t feel older. I still run every day, just as slow as I did 

twenty nine years ago when I ran for the first time. I do feel 

old though when I say something like “twenty nine years ago”. 

That seems so long ago, yet I can picture myself clearly in 

cotton shorts, a sweatshirt, and long, thick blond hair, running 

through the north end of Toledo where Paige and I lived. In the 80’s I worked at Roadway 

Express. On the dock we listened to 50’s music, because the “old” guys liked it. It sounded 

ancient to me. “Lollypop, lollypop…” Now there is some twenty year old walking the dock at 

YRC (the company Roadway has become) listening to 80’s music because the “old” guys like it. 

I may not feel like it yet, but I have become an “old” guy.  

In September, Paige and I celebrated twenty nine years of marriage. The thing that strikes 

me about being married this long is just how many different sorts of marriages we have had. 

Now, our marriage is marked by our involvement with our grandchildren instead of our children. 

As empty nesters, we have more disposable income than we could have imagined just fifteen 

years ago, when our kids were teenagers and so expensive. We have old friends who are easy to 

be with because we have lived life together for so long. We worry about our parents now, when 

once we were a source of worry for them. Little about us seems the same than on that hot day at 

the end of summer in 1985.  

In September 1999, fifteen years ago, I became a pastor. In seminary, I was envious of a 

pastor as she answered a question in bible study with such confidence and intelligent sounding 

religious language. I couldn’t ever imagine sounding like that. Now, as I ramble on and on in a 

class and people’s eyes glaze over I think to myself, yep, you sound just like that pastor. Maybe, 

it’s true that pastors become more enamored with their voice the longer they serve in ministry. 

You might know if this is true because eleven of my fifteen years as a pastor has been spent with 

you, here at Messiah. 

Messiah too, has an anniversary. This October we celebrate 56 years as a church. There 

have been good years of festive worship and meaningful ministry. There have been tough years, 

too, with budget shortfalls and congregational conflict. We are called to be church in a 

community that looks much different than it did in 1958. Thus, we are called to be a much 

different church. Our building, our worship, our ministries, all bear little resemblance to our life 

together when we sang our first hymn in Blacklick Park. What is the same is our message; that 

we are saved by grace.  

The only thing we can count on is that things change. We either celebrate the change, 

anxious for what God has next for us. Or, we live in despair, grieving what we have lost and 

longing for yesterday. I will choose celebration every time. What remains the same through all 

birthdays and anniversaries is the God who blesses us abundantly every day. These blessings are 

just different as our world and our needs change, and thus easy to miss.  

Peace,  

Pastor Karl 
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Sunday afternoon worship at Messiah continues. We are 

growing an identity as we get nearer our anniversary. The word 

used most often to describe our service is intimate. I suppose 

this is because there are just twenty or so closely gathered in a 

large dark sanctuary. The singers and pastor who lead the service are all 

within inches of those who come to worship. People comment during 

preaching and ask for another verse of a favorite hymn. Most of the music we 

sing are great old standards, like Precious Lord and Rugged Cross plus a few newer 

contemporary songs, too. The music is wonderfully led by our three musicians who often 

harmonize for us, but quieter than the organ or band that lead the morning services. Sometimes, 

we kneel in the darkness to receive communion and hold hands during prayers. The service also 

unintentionally is about fifteen minutes shorter than our morning worship. If Sunday mornings 

are just too hard for you to make it to worship, or you had to miss, come at 4:30, be filled with 

the Spirit, ready to share the love you have already received.  

 

Reformation Sunday is a high holy day for Lutherans on the last 

Sunday in October. This year we have decided to have a big and loud 

celebration of God’s continued work reforming, reshaping and re 

commissioning the church. Brass ensemble will punctuate our hymns 

at 8 and 11, and a special joint choir will give us an anthem at all 

three morning services. Go big or go home, right? We are going big. 

Bring your friends and family, and let us worship the Lord together 

with a loud and joyful noise. 
 

 

Sanctuary Renewal Project Update 
We were hoping to be able to share with the congregation this 

month, final decisions and plans for the renewal of our sanctuary. 

This does not look like it will be the case. We can share a couple 

of things right now. First, the one year commitments that were 

made in June towards this project totaling nearly $160,000 are 

faithfully being fulfilled. Second, council has designated a task 

force to obtain bids from contractors on parts of the project that retain the concept approved by 

our congregation and meet narrower goals of replacing the flooring, remedying the clutter, 

improving the video and repairing/renewing the pews. This was not necessarily the only things to 

be done; just those things that council decided definitely had to be done with our limited funds.  

 

This small group has been working on this since July. It has turned out to be more difficult than 

first thought to retain the concept approved by the congregation but meet the narrower goals of 

the council. This has caused us to have ongoing dialogue with several contractors. The good 

news is that we should have enough money to meet the narrow goals of the council for renewal. 

The concept might have to be altered in order to meet those goals. However, at the time I am 

writing this I don't know that or how we would alter the concept. Our hope is to have all of this 

resolved by the November council meeting so that a definitive plan can be presented well before 

the December congregational meeting. Please keep all of this in your prayers.  

                                                                                                                            Peace, Pastor Karl 
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October Birthdays 
1     

Bryan Boswell 

Kyle Fenstermaker 

Mark Minshall 

2 

Lily Carlson 

William Searl 

3  

Susan Armintrout 

Alyse Powell 

Amy Taylor 

5 

Katie Colburn 

Chase Fullam 

Donna Short 

6 

Sara Crist 

Ashley Jutte 

7 

Carter Armintrout 

Barbara McClain 

Grace Thatcher 

8 

Susan Fryer 

Lori Gulling 

9 

Ross Boring 

Rayna Burke 

Ed Kent 

Darcie Nickolas 

11 

Olivia Darling 

Mike Reed 

Ryan Sharrett 

12 

Lois Beery 

Rebecca Johnston 

Adam Lantis 

Callie Mayer 

Lucas Smith 

Lisa Wilson 

13 

Grant Botley 

Kassandra Diehm 

Troy Johnston 

Will Mosely 

14 

Lisa Epperly 

Maggie Fuller 

Nancy Huskey 

Carol Marik 

Rachel Parson 

Linda Resch 

Justin Trumbull 

15 

Sally Cochran 

16 

Dawn Scott 

Connor Wittler 

17 

Sarah Morris 

Robert Teague, Jr. 

Phyllis Triona 

19 

Douglas Witte 

20 

Patricia Speakman 

Brent Yekisa 

21 

Laurie Marquart 

Jim Null 

Clare Soppe 

Jeff Tredway 

22 

Matthew Levering 

Halle Mills 

Jude Rider 

Denny Sackett 

Kellie Stanley 

23 

Richard Hansgen 

Edna Kuder 

David Long 

24 

Ann Carmean 

Bryson Eckelberry 

Roger Morris 

Lindy Whitson 

25 

Jerry Keller 

Marilyn Potter 

26 

Christopher Smith-Hughes 

Virginia Finney 

Mark McCarty 

Kaitlin Sayre 

27 

Samantha Morris 

28 

Jamie Barrett 

Bob Hockstok 

Sherri Weber 

29 

Craig Jones 

Charles Morris 

Patricia Roper 

Kevin Stephenson 

30 

Jessica Lyons 

31 

James Messick 
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Serving in our 

worship this 

month . . . 
 

LECTORS 

October 5 

  8:00 Bob Finney 

  9:30  

11:00 C.J. Fosnaugh 

October 12 

  8:00 Glenn Harris 

  9:30 Kathleen Sackett 

11:00 Marilyn Potter 

October 19 

  8:00 Julie Brimhall 

  9:30 Howard Jones 

11:00 Alisa Limbers 

October 26 

  8:00 Carol Kokai 

  9:30 Joanna Boswell 

11:00 C.J. Fosnaugh 

ACOLYTES 

October 5 

  8:00 Adam Whitman 

11:00 Brandi Janks 

October 12 

  8:00 Bailey Tredway 

11:00 Tyler Jutte 

October 19 

  8:00 Abby Gabe 

11:00 Abby Hyde 

October 26 

  8:00 Tatum Albert 

11:00 Molly Carmean  

 

COMMUNION ASST’S 

October 5 

  8:00   Phyllis Sneed, Glenn 

Harris, Barb Formentelli 

  9:30 Scott and Caryl 

Barrett, Alex and Yogi 

Jeffy, Tom and Melinda 

Marquart, Karen 

McCarty, Rob and Mary 

Sharrett 

11:00 Jim Diehm, Gary 

Kuhn, Suzanne 

Schmandt 

October 12 

8:00 Glenn and Kim 

Harris 

9:30 Marcus and Nichole 

Peterson, Abbey Hanf, 

Sean and Jessica Reiber, 

Beth Carmean, George 

Hodge, Donna Short, 

Susan Franklin 

11:00 Glenda Kravig, Sue 

Jamison 

October 19 

  8:00 Clare Soppe, Caryl 

Barrett 

  9:30 Geoff and Donna 

Campbell, Hollye Pratt, 

Lesley and Anthony 

Kerkman, Ernie and Lisa 

Underwood, Paige Hanf, 

Kacy and Paula Tandy 

11:00 Alicia Keiber, 

Richard Hansgen 

October 26 

 8:00 Mac Kelly 

 9:30 Ashley Jutte, 

Brooklyn Janks, Natalie 

Satterwhite, Haley 

Hodge, Hunter Mills, 

Ashley Cochran, Olivia 

Darling, Reece Strohm, 

Trevor Strohm 

11:00 Carol Keiber, Linda 

Sauter 

 

TRADITIONAL USHERS 

  8:00  The Long Team 

11:00  The Lumpkin Team 

 

SOUND SYSTEM 8:00 

Oct. 5       Andy Moore 

Oct. 12   Bryan Kuhn 

Oct. 19     Randy Wilson 

Oct. 26 Andy Moore 

 

SOUND SYSTEM 11:00 

Oct. 5 David Waite 

Oct. 12 Gary Schmandt 

Oct. 19 David Waite 

Oct. 26 Gary Schmandt 

 

OCTOBER ETERNAL 

CANDLE 

Gary and Suzanne Schmandt 

 

October Altar Guild 

Julie Brimhall and JudyDavis 
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Refreshment Schedule for October 
 

Date 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

October 5 Denise Solt Barb McClain Sally Wallace 

October 12 Clara Jones Paula Tandy Freddie Hessler 

October 19 Norma Schweikert Cindy Morris Rochelle Morrison 

October 26 Kathy Miller Stacy Hogan Linda Sauter 

 

 

 

 
 

Date 8:00am 9:30am 11:00am 

October 5 Denise Solt and Biruta 

Buckenberger 

Karen McCarty Marilyn Potter 

October 12 Jeff and Dianne Tredway Stephanie Pickering-

Fristad, Becky Kirkwood 

Ron Moder and Susan 

Fryer 

October 19 Doug and Chelisa Witte Bob and Carol Kohs Steve and Tracy Schuricht 

October 26 Bev Healy Tom and Mindy Marquart Jack and Pat Speakman 

 

 

 

 

A special invitation for visitors. 
  

New Member Class 

A special invitation for visitors 

 

We are so glad you are here!  If you like what you see, please consider being a part of 

Messiah.  Curious and want to know more?  Beginning on October 8th, there will be a five-

week series of one hour classes, 6:30-7:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings, concluding on 

November 5th.  Come and meet Pastor Karl and Pastor Thadd, get to know other curious 

people, find out what it means to be a church, what it means to be a church at Messiah, what being part of the 

ELCA means, and finishing up with the ministry fair and most importantly how you can become a part of it all!  To 

register, call the church office at 614-866-4386. 

 

Although it is not required, we hope that you will join us for the Messiah Night dinner beginning at 5:30 each night 

in the Fellowship Hall, located just off the Welcome Center.  We will have a table reserved for you. 

 

Babysitting is provided and there are activities for all ages beginning at 6:30. 

 

 

We have been hearing some interest in reviving our Euchre game night.  Please let us know if 

you are interested by calling the church office (866-4386) and speaking to Linda.  We are 

looking at the 2nd Tuesday of each month, beginning October 14.   
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Confirmation Hocking Hills 

Adventure 

Sunday, October 5, 2014 

 

“A mile-long gorge at Old Man's Cave displays a variety of geologic features, including waterfalls, 
sandstone cliffs and rock formations.” (WOW) 

 

Who? - Every youth in 6th, 7th and 8th grade 

 We will leave church at 12:30 pm  (eat lunch first) 

 We will return at 6:00 pm   (rough guess) 

 Bring money for ice cream/snacks   (after hiking) 

 Sign up now, be certain to get a seat on the bus! 

o Speaking of buses – Let Pastor Thadd or Jim Diehm 
know if you can drive! (And you’re an adult) 

 Put your name under “I’m Going” on the youth board 

 

First of many chances to make memories and friends! 
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A Joint project to benefit Joseph’s Coat……… 

 
You eat well, have fun, perhaps get something you want at the auction. 

or win the 50/50 raffle. AND ALL OF THE MONEY GOES TO JOSEPH’S COAT!    

When does all of this happen? 

 

Saturday, October 11 at St. Pius -  Spaghetti Dinner 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.   

Adults $8, Children 11 and under $5, Desserts $1  

 

The Knights of Columbus are generously preparing the dinner of spaghetti, meatballs, 

salad, bread sticks and beverage – donating not only their time, but also all of the food 

and supplies.  Businesses and individuals are providing a wide variety of items for the 

silent auction.  It might even be a chance to start your Christmas shopping!  To feed your sweet tooth 

there will be a table of homemade desserts for $1 a serving…..to eat there or take home.  Plan to come 

whenever you want to eat, visit, and then stay for another cup of coffee and dessert and the final stages of 

the silent auction about 7 :00  The 50/50 raffle will be going all evening, with a drawing about 6:30 and 

another about 7:30.  Join us for great fun and fellowship with our partners in Joseph’s Coat.  

 

Where can you get tickets?  Right here at Messiah on Sept. 28 and Oct. 5 after worship in the Welcome 

Center. Invite your friends   Additional tickets can be reserved by calling Linda in the Messiah Church 

Office (866-4386) and we will hold them for you at the door that evening. 

 

Joseph’s Coat needs these items….We have more requests than we do stock for these things: 

 

Boys and girls clothing - tops, pants, coats, PJs, everything!  Sizes 5-18   

Shoes – Especially children's and men's 

Personal Care items – Children's toothbrushes and kids toothpaste 

 

Cooler weather is coming – look through the heavy sweatshirts, fall jackets, winter coats, boys’ warm hats 

and gloves, and boots and send any you will not be using to us......OUR CLIENTS WILL USE 

THEM. 

 

VOLUNTEERS – We have great dedicated volunteers but we need more people, men, women, or 

dedicated teenagers to help on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, Wednesday morning, and Saturday 

morning.  On Saturday Sept. 14 fifty families were given clothing, personal care items, or household 

goods.  Another 4 families were able to borrow a truck to pick up the furniture they were being given.     

Contact Nancy Becker, 866-4020 or ndbecker1@ aol.com for information about volunteering.  We would 

certainly welcome and train you. 
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Prayer Calendar 
This calendar is a guide for the congregation to use daily.  Pray for the group or people listed. 

       

       October 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 3 4 

      

Dick and 
Kathy Miller 

 

Andy Moore 
Family 

Roger and 
Cynthia 

Morrris 
 

Robert and 
Jan Olson 

Jon Reidler 
Family 

 

Kevin Rubel 
Family 

Marilyn Potter 
 

Melissa and 

Park 
Stonerook 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

Happy 56th 
Birthday 

Messiah 

Gary and 

Suzanne 
Schmandt 

 
Stephen 

Schuricht 

Family 

Karl and 

Norma 

Schweikert 
 

Stephen and 
Gina Seng 

New 

Member's 

Class 
 

Roger Solt 
Family 

Kacy Tandy 

Family  

 
Debbie 

Thompson 
Family 

Michael 

Trumbull 

Family 
 

Martin Tusim 
Family 

Jim 
Thompson 

 

Michelle 
Tuozzo 

 
Rodney 

Sparks 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Wed. AM 

Bible Class 
 

Thurs. AM 

Men's Bible 
Study 

John and 

Kayla Roberts 

 
Martin West 

Family 

Philip 

Whitman 
Family 

 

Howard 
Wilson Family 

Jason Woltja 

Family 

 
David Worley 

Family 

Steven 

Yarnevic 
Family 

 

Rodney and 
Becky Bluhm 

Bill Botley 

Family 

 
Tom and 

Arlea Braden 

Alicia Keiber 
 

Ben Kelch and 

Monica Moore 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Harvest 
Mean/Variety 

Show 
 

4th Grade 

First 
Communion 

Timothy 

Carlson 
Family 

 
Elvin and 

Jean Fisher 

Egon and 

Ursula 
Carstensen 

 
Robert Gaulke 

Family 

Robert and 

Jeri Hockstok 
 

Sherri and 

Tim Houghton 

Matthew Jutte 

Family 
 

Tina and 

Sarah Kerr 

Gary and 

Sheryl Knapp 
 

Christopher 

Lantis Family 

Ruth 
Kreitzburg 

 
Judy Davis 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

Reformation 

Sunday 

Adam Lehky 

Family 
 

Evan Lindahl 
Family 

David Long 

Family 
 

Andrew Lyons 
Family 

Larry and 
Carol Marik 

 

Thomas 
Marquart 

Family 

Keith and 

Angela 
Marshall 

 
Jim Meade 

Christopher 
Mattocks 

Family 

 
Joseph Mikan 

Family 
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October Prayer 
 
Dear God, 
 

Oh how wonderful the days we had in September were; warm and not too much 
rain, though some parts of Ohio need rain.  We pray October will be as nice as fall 
settles in. 

 

Here at Messiah we pray for the people attending the new member’s class and also for the 4th graders who will be 
receiving communion for the first time. 
 

We also ask for your blessing for our church here on earth as we celebrate our 56th birthday.  Then we say thank 
you to Martin Luther who loved your church and defended it in 1517.  May our pastors here on earth be strong 
defenders of your word.  Then may this congregation be a “Loving God…Loving Each Other’ church 
 

Please protect our service people as they help defend nations in this world of strife. 
 

All this we ask in your name.  Amen. 
 

 

 

No matter what image of him you hold, you will enjoy hearing his words and learning of his life 

in our  
 

LAMP & LIGHT PRODUCTIONS:  
THE LIFE OF PAUL 

Wednesday, October 1 immediately following Messiah Night Dinner 

6:30pm in the Sanctuary 

JOIN US!  BRING A FRIEND! 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

1200 Waggoner Road 

 

SPECIAL EVENT!  One Night Only! 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://tdub248.deviantart.com/art/Paul-the-Apostle-293819464&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=UFvSU-SUG4qqyATHtYC4Dw&ved=0CDQQ9QEwDzgU&usg=AFQjCNFtvnAcE4mVFC1YsY5Pc2eeOhBQ_g
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://whoareyoulord.wordpress.com/2012/01/28/who-are-you-lord-i-am-the-author-and-finisher-of-your-faith-1-thess-217-313/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=UFvSU-SUG4qqyATHtYC4Dw&ved=0CBgQ9QEwATgU&usg=AFQjCNHLXPLlEvbkfUXxe84IymxRy82yOw
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Adult Sunday School - Learning Together: 

Our Messiah Adult Sunday School Class is busy learning about God’s Word and His plan for us. 

Join us Sunday's at 9:30 in the classrooms below the Sanctuary as various members rotate  

teaching and sharing multimedia based learning modules from authors like Ray Vanderlaan to 

Phillip Yancey and beyond.   

 We share our experiences and use Adult Bible Series to guide our study and lively discussions. 
All are welcome to this diverse group of singles, newlyweds, and grandparents.   

Come join us for coffee and fellowship- you’ll soon be calling us “family”.   

 Our class schedule is shown below: 

 

DATE TOPIC 

10/5/2014 The New Testament - Pastoral Letters - Part 2 

10/12/2014 Understanding The Book of Revelations - Part 1 

10/19/2014 Understanding The Book of Revelations - Part 2 

10/26/2014 No Sunday School Class 

11/2/2014 Video Study - Grace by Phillip Yancey - Part 1 

11/9/2014 Video Study - Grace by Phillip Yancey - Part 2 

11/16/2014 Video Study - Grace by Phillip Yancey - Part 3 

11/23/2014 Video Study - Grace by Phillip Yancey - Part 4 

11/30/2014 No Sunday School Class 

12/7/2014 Video Study - Grace by Phillip Yancey - Part 5 

12/14/2014 Video Study - Grace by Phillip Yancey - Part 6 

12/21/2014 No Sunday School Class 

12/28/2014 No Sunday School Class 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
1200 Waggoner Road 

Presents  

 

The Second Annual HARVEST MEAL – Sunday October 19  

 

Authentic German food & all the trimmings including Cream 

Puffs or Black Forest Cake  

 

4:30PM until 6:30PM    

 

“LIGHTEN UP & REJOICE” Variety Show 3:00PM  

 

Celebrity Pie Auction, Door Prizes & Silent Auction 

Join in the fun at 3:00PM for the Show and stay for the 

meal.  (carry-out available)  

 

Tickets $9.00, Children 5 – 12 $5.00  

Children 4 and under FREE 

 

All proceeds benefit the HEART FOOD PANTRY 
Contact members of the Messiah’s Outreach Team, HEART Board of Directors or the HEART Operations Committee or 

the church office for tickets:   614-866-4386 
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HARVEST MEAL – SILENT AUCTION 

Messiah’s Harvest meal activities will include a silent auction again this year.  It was a great success last year.    We 

are asking you to donate items such as gift cards, new or hand crafted items to the auction. Thus far we have two 

tickets to a Blue Jackets game, tickets to a Murder/Mystery Dinner Theater, Gift basket from Crimson Cup and 

Tyler’s Bakery, gift cards from Spinelli’s Deli, Market 65, as well as beautifully handcrafted items.   Further, one 

of our HEART volunteers who works in the athletic department at OSU as a scout, acquired including an official 

OSU football.   You can drop your item off in the church office or give Karen Leidel a call to arrange for delivery.     

HEART NEEDS CLEAR HEAVY GAUGE BOTTLES 

HEART is blessed with a number of gallons of dish soap and hand soap, but no bottles 

to put them in … if you drink water or soda that comes in the CLEAR heavy gauge 

bottles, please rinse out, remove label and save. .  Place in old bags and put in the 

HEART box in the Collection Station in the Fellowship Hall or in the bins in the back 

of Fritz Hall.  We cannot use the regular water bottles because they crush too easily.   

ONE WOMAN’S STORY 

 
The decision was not an easy one… but I left the home I had for fifteen years.  It 

was the day I gained my freedom and began a journey to new and better life. 

 Although I didn't have family and friends nearby, and didn't know where I was 

going to live… it was just good to be out of the situation that told me constantly 

that I was worthless.  A case worker informed me about a shelter for women. I 

connected with them and found a place of safety.  It did not look like much but 

many of the women were my sisters in spirit. Each found themselves in 

unbearable situations, some escaping from human trafficking, veterans searching 

for themselves after the ravages of war, former prostitutes well as others like me 

escaping violent and dehumanizing relationships. Rebecca's Place was that safe haven. I was able to find a part 

time job and rent a room as my home.   

 

In August, I found myself back at the shelter after the company downsized my position.  

Rebecca’s Place was in the process of moving to great new facility, The Van Buren Shelter, 

which has much better accommodations; not just for women, but for families with children when 

the Y-Family Center becomes over-crowded, it is now the intake point for the newly homeless 

and will soon include shelter for men.    

 

There is an opportunity for you to visit our shelter and help serve a meal on the following days 

from 5:30 until 8:00pm.    

Tuesday, October 28 

Tuesday, November 25  

Tuesday December 23 

 

For more information contact: suzanne.schmandt@gmail.com 

 


